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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T. frequent peruſal of the following Letters written to me 
from Portugal, and which have been now a very conſiderable time 
in my poſſeſſion, has naturally engaged the attention of my leiſure 
momente in a more particular manner, towards the preſent State and 
Covernment of that country ; and having remarked how miſerably * 
theſe have been, and till continue to be miſrepreſented daily in our 
Public papers, even to the names of perſons and places, mangled 
and miſtated ; and having, moreover, had many opportunities of 
diſcourſing on the ſame ſubject with my brother after his return 
from Portugal, and before he went to reſide in Ireland, and til! 
more particularly with that ſenfible and well informed Officer 
Colonel Priolet, now living at ſome miles diſtant from this city, 
upon an eaſy and philoſophical competency. I have conſidered the 
publication of theſe letters as a duty I owe to that public of which 
I have the happineſs to be an humble member, as well to undeceive 
them, in regard to thoſe articles, puffs and paragraphs daily handed 
about, as coming from, or concerning Portugal, as to preſent 
them with a new and authentic body of information, concerning 
the Government and preſent ſituation of that country. 


Having literally followed my brother” s dire@ions, as communi- 
cated to me in his twentieth Letter, of the following publication, 
I here requeſt it may be confidered as containing my true reaſons 
for laying his Letters before the public, and alſo as a prefatory 
introduction to them; and I have been ſo ſcrupulous in preſerving 
every thing eſſential which he wrote to me, that I have not ventured 
to ſuppreſs even his oblervations upon the character and conduct of 
the Critical and Monthly Reviewers, becauſe if well founded, they 
Juſtify themſelves, and the public has a right to be informed of 
them---if on the contrary, he has been miſinformed, his remarks 
will fall of themſelves to the ground, For my own part, I have 
both heard and read repeated complaints, which appeared to me 
to be well founded, of the illiberal behaviour of the Reviewers, 
and of their irricable, cynical diſpoſition : If ſuch it be in reality, 
I fincerely pray God to forgive them, to inſpire them with the true 
ſpirit of meekneſs towards all poor Authors REALLY within the 
reach of their laſh, and that they may be more charitably diſpoſed _ 
towards all men in general, imitating the liberal and lenient diſpo- 
fition ever remarkable in a candid and impartial public, towards 
all thoſe who ſhew themſclves ſincerely diſpoſed to contribute either 
to their inſtruction or entertainment. 


CHARLES A. COSTIGAN. 
8 1 
iſt, 1787. 
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SKETCHES 


OF 
' SOCIETY any MANNERS 


IN 


| PORTUGAL 


LT ESES:k 
Cadiz, 1778. 
DAR BROTHER, 


1 AM thus far advanced on my road to 
join you, in conſequence of your generous 
and friendly propoſal, and I hope the plan 
vou have laid out will ſucceed according 
to our mutual wiſhes. I am delighted to 
find you have ſuch ſanguine hopes of ſee- 
ing our beautiful iſland ſoon emancipated 
from that ſlavery and bondage under which - 
it has groaned for ſo many ages. Grant 
Heaven they may be equally well founded ; 
* bit I confeſs I dare not yet venture to ſup- 
poſe, fo readily as you ſeem to do, that the 
Britiſh Cabinet will be eaſily induced to 

A 2 change 


4 enn 


change that oppreſſive conduct towards 
Ireland, to which they have been ſo uni- 
formly and ſo long accuſtomed : nor does 


the bad ſucceſs of their endeavours to op- 


preſs the Americans ſeem yet to produce 
the ſalutary effects in their Councils it 
ought to have done, by diſpoling them to 
grant to others an equal ſhare of that li- 
herty they are ſo jealous of preſerving for 
themſelves. Their haughty carriage to- 
wards other nations, that ſpirit of graſping 
every where at trade, and monopolizing in 
their own favour, joined to their late inſo- 
lent behaviour to their Countrymen beyond 
the Atlantic, has alienated and cooled the 
ſentiments of mankind in their favour; and 
while the intelligent of every nation are 
compelled to approve and applaud the 
equitable and noble form of their Govern- 


ment, unexampled either in antient or mo- 


dern times, they muſt at the ſame time de- 
plore the frailty of human nature, and la- 
ment that ſo fine a ſyſtem 1s faſt approach- 
ing ta diſſolution, through the unprinci- 
pled, corrupt and venal diſpoſition of the 
far greater part of its members. 


I found more difficulty in obtaining my 
diſmiſſion from the ſervice here than I ex- 
pected; and afterwards diſcovered that the 


createſt obſtacles that had been thrownin my 
way, 
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way, proceeded from the affection of my 
Brother Officers of the Regiment to which 
I belonged, who were unwilling to loſe me : 
before I left them, I took an opportunity 
of teſtifying my ſenſe of the partiality with 
which they had honored me. What pity 
it 1s, that the ſervices of ſuch a brave and 
gallant number of our Compatriots ſhould 
be not only loſt to their Country, but di- 
reed immediately againſt its intereſt ; for 
I am poſitive, from what I could learn at 
Madrid, and now ſee going on at this place, 
that, on one ſide at leaſt, a Spaniſh war is 
reſolved on, and cannot be far diſtant. 
With regard to any impediments ariſing 
from religious prejudices on the part of 
thoſe ſine fellows I have juſt left, I am 
conſcious that whatever might have been 
the caſe in former times, they now no lon- 
ger exiſt ; and they talk with a ſpirit of 
compaſſionate deriſion of thoſe unhappy 
days, when ſpeculative opinions had the 
diſmal influence of raiſing feuds, diſorder” 
and ſcandal in the ſociety of civil life ; and, 
were it not atteſted by a thouſand exam- 
ples of the moſt unexceptionable authority, 
they could with difficultly credit what 15 
related of the fatal effects of Proteſtant and 
Catholic Creeds upon the lives, the proper- 
ties and liberty of ſuch a number of reli- 

| gious 
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gious victims; but what delights me ſtill 
more is, that even in this country, they are 
not {ingular in adopting this happy turn 
of ſentiment. I have had many opportu- 
nities of converſing with numbers of Spa- 
niſh Gentlemen who are in the ſame per- 
ſuaſion, which ſeems the moſt to pervade 
perſons of education and in the higher 
ranks of life. Many Officers in the Spa- 
niſh Guards, and of high military rank, 
are perfectly ſenſible of the abuſes of their 
preſent Government, the inſolence of the 
Clergy and oppreſſions of the Church; and 
conſider, with indignation and rage, the 
preſent deplorable ſtate of their own politi- 
cal Councils, ſo ſervilely ſubjected to the 
over-ruling Cabinet of Verſailles; and not- 
_ withſtanding the late demonſtration of in- 
quiſitorial ſeverity, ſupported by the Royal 
authority, (which I may have occaſion to 
mention on ſome future opportunity) and 
.that they know 1t would ſtill be dangerous 
to publiſh their ſentiments, they neverthe- 
leſs entertain the moſt earneſt expectations 
of ſeeing their country emerge from that 
ſtate of apathy and deſolation to which 
oppreſſion at home, and coloniſation abroad, 
have reduced 1t. 

But to return to our particular buſineſs— . 


I have received the liberal ſupply of credit 
which 
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which you remitted me, and I accept it lite- 
rally and only upon the terms on which you 
offer it; and upon thoſe alone it is that I 
have thrown myſelf, as you ſee, entirely 
into your power, from a thorough convic- 
tion that you are incapable of making an 
improper uſe of it; I have at your requeſt 
abandoned a creditable Service in which 1 
have reaſon to believe I have employed 
with reputation ſome of the beſt years of 
my life, and truſt the iſſue of my future 
fortune upon the credit of your good faith 
and veracity. | 


But as there is nothing like talking 
clearly and explicitly, eſpecially between 
intimate friends where the diſguiſing of 
our ſentiments in the ſmalleſt degree may 
be particularly dangerous, I muſt begin by 
telling you, that I look upon myſelf as a 
perfectly free Agent, ſubject to no manner 
of controul, anſwerable for my actions on- 
ly to God and my conſcience, and ac- 
countable to no man, ſo long as I act in 
conformity to the eſtabliſhed laws of the 
Society of which I happen to be a member; 
I do not therefore expect, that you will a- 
vail yourſelf of the caſual advantage of 
having ſeen the light a few years before 
me, to claim the ſmalleſt right to dictate 
to, or direct me in any circumſtance what- 

ever; 
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ever; let the pure and unbiaſſed dictates 
of Reaſon be our only guides; to which if 
we both conſtantly adhere, no difference in 

matters of opinion will ever cauſe the ſmall- 
eſt in our mutual friendſhip and fraternal 
affection: mine, I aſſure you, is moſt hearty 
and ſincere ; nor is it from the ſmalleſt dif- 
fidence in the genuine purity of your's that 
I now. mention the above circumſtances ; 
on the contrary, it is from the moſt earneſt 
deſire of preſerving it entire and inviolate, 
that I thought it my duty, at firſt ſetting 
out, to open my heart to you without re- 
ſerve, and to requeſt, that, if your own 
behaviour to me ſhall continue to be 
formed and regulated on principles ſimilar 
to thoſe I have mentioned, you will difown 
and abandon me whenever you ſhall be 
convinced that I have departed from them. 


Upon theſe conditions 1t 1s that I accept 
your offer moſt heartily ; for it is noble, af- 
fectionate and diſintereſted ; and ſuch as I 
ſhould with alacrity have made to you in 
an exchange of circumſtances ; beſides, 
what you propoſe is ſo peculiarly adapted 
to my preſent diſpoſition and turn of mind, 
that I cannot help congratulating myſelf in 
the thought of poſſeſſing a Brother, equally 
able and willing to indulge me in my fa- 
vourite deſire of retiring with an elegant 

| competency 
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competency to a life of ſelf-enjoyment and 
contemplation; not that I am by any 
means out of humour with mankind, or 
diſſatisfied with their behaviour teward ſo 
ſmall an individual as myſelf, but I re- 
Joice in thinking how much J ſhall have it 
in my power to mix with them according 
to my inclination only, or to withdraw in- 
to the Province of Connaught to the (weet 
old Sabine farm, where with tranſport 1 
anticipate the ſatisfaction of ſtretching un- 
der the antient Oaks and af breathing our 
native air, upon the very ſpot which pro- 
duced ſuch a long line of our Anceſtors, 
and which kindly received them again in- 
to its boſom, after fulfilling and finiſhing 


the different taſks they were deſtined to 
e 


Since writing the above, I am informed 
of a ſmall Veſſel going from hence to the 
ccaft of Algarve in Portugal, engaged by 
an Englith Officer from Gibraltar, who 
has been ſo civil as to permit my embark- 
ing along with him, and we fail almoſt 
immediately; I am * of the opportuni- 
ty of curtailing ſo much of my journey 
by this conveyance, for I am already too 
well experienced in the nature of Spatiiſh 

Vor. I. B Poſadas 
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Poſadas “ ever to defire availing myſelf of 
fuch uncomfortable lodgings, while I can 
avoid it. Adieu, my dear friend, you ſhall 
hear from me very ſoon after my arrival 
in Portugal; on your part, I beg to hear 
from you, on receiving this, directing as 
before, to the care of our correſpondent in 
Liſbon, who will be inſtructed how he is to 
remit your Letters to me. 


I remain, &c. 


* A Spaniſh country Inn of the worft ſort, where 
you are allowed only the uſe of an empty dirty. room, 
and you muſt ſend out into the village to enquire for 
and purchaſe bread, wine, or whateyer elſe you may 
want, or Can get. 


11 
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LATTER 


Faro, in Portugal, 1778. 


Dear BROTHER, 


A Briſk Levant wind brought us here in 
a few hours, and much more ſpeedily than 
I expected, in an open boat, being one of 
many wich are employed upon the coaſt 
in fiſhing for pilchards and oyſters, as occa- 
ſions offer, and carrying them to the Cadiz 
market, 


I met with the moſt cordial reception 
from the Engliſh Officer, whoſe name 1 
find to be Lord Freeman, of a moſt reſpe1- 
able family; he is well attended by do- 
meſtics and a French valet de chambre, 
who has accompanied him in former pere- 
grinations, and appears to be a ſenſible 
communicative fellow. He informs me, 
that he ſuſpects the motive of his maſter's 
preſent journey is a miſtreſs, otherwiſe he 
finds it difficult to account for his travel- 
ling in a country ſo little deſerving of notice 
as Portugal, and yet from what his Lord- 
ſhip ſays himſelf, I am inclined to think cu- 
rioſity alone has incited him to take this 
trip; though I thave already obſerved 

B 2 ſomething 
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ſomething inconſiſtent in his meaſures for 


which I find it not eaſy to account. 


During our paſſage from Cadiz to this 
place, we had much converſation concern- 
ing the preſent ſtate of Spain, the politics 
and diſpoſition of the Court with regard to 


' America. Lord Freeman does not ſeem to 


apprehend that Spain will enter into the 
quarrel, in which however I begged leave to 
differ from him in opinion: His firſt inten- 
tion was, on our arrival at this place, ta 
ſet ont directly for Liſbon ; but the Britiſh 
Conſul here, who has entertained us with 
every mark of hoſpitality and attention, 
having delivered him ſome letters he had 
received for him from Liſbon, I find the 
perulal of them has made him change his 
plan, and he now intends to viſit the fron- 
tiers of the kingdom, and to examine the 


ſtate of the provinces before he enters the 


capital, Having thus far explained to me 
his intentions, he moſt earneſtly entreated 
me to accompany him, and being by your 
indulgence unlimited with reſpect to time, 
I could not reſiſt the inducement held out 
to me of taking a nearer view of the Por- 
tugueſe nation, that I may be able to aſcer- 


tain, on the evidence of my own perſonal 
knowledge and obſervation, whether they 
really are the daſtardly contemptible peo- 


ple 


. E 
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ple their avighbours the Caftilians repre- 
ſent them to be. My acquaintance with 
the Spaniſh language tenders that of this 
country almoſt perfectly intelligible to me: 

but to obviate every difficulty in that. reſ- 

ped, Lord Freeman takes a young Prieſt | 
in company with him, who is a perfect 
maſter both of Engliſh and Portugueſe, and 
was ſtrongly recommended to him by the 
Britiſh Conſul here, as a Youth of great 
perſonal knowledge and talents, and as a 


character which always procures a more 


favourable reception to ſtrangers travelling 
through the-interior parts of this country. 


-This town is pleaſantly ſituated, with a 
fine variegated country about it, riſing gra- 
dually to a high ridge of mountains about 
two leagues diſtance, which ſeparate this 
from the neighbouring province of Alen- 
tejo. The chief trade from this province 
conſiſts in figs and almonds, ſome wine, 
oranges, 26th and ſhumack, carried on ex- 
cluſively by three or four Engliſh houſes 
eſtablithed here, which make exorbitant 
gains, conſidering the reduced rates at which 
they purchaſe the different articles from 
the poor peaſants of the country. I wiſh 
to ſpeak in the moſt reſpectful terms of a. 


profeſſion in which you have been fo fortu- 
nate; but I have reaſon to believe, a con- 


ſcientious | 
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ſcientious trader is a character as rare as it 
is truly valuable and deſerving of reſpect. 
The opportunities which offer of taking ex- 
traordinary profits are ſo frequent in many 
branches of commerce, eſpecially with fo- 
reign nations, ſo perfectly ſafe, and ſome- 
times even honorable, and the immediate 
proſpect of great gain ſo alluring, that it 
requires a philoſophical ſpirit of ſteady diſ- 
intereſtedneſs, which I am afraid few per- 
ſons long accuſtomed to trade will be found 
poſſeſſed of, to reſiſt ſuch inviting tempta- 
tions. Under the notion of making the beſt 
bargain they can, they imagine they are 
juſtified in every ſpecies of extortion, which 
the wants of the poor, and by far the great- 
er part of the community afford them oc- 
caſions of exerciſing : thus the riches of a 
country, which ought to be diſperſed a- 
mong the multitude, center unjuſtly in a 
few private hands, and a ſtop is put to that 
due circulation ſo indiſpenſible to the health 
of the ſtate. The queſtion therefore in my 
humble opinion comes to this ſhort and de- 
ciſive iſſue : Who more truly deſerves the 
the animadverſion of the law, he who ſit- 
ting at eafe in his counting-houſe, uncom- 
pelled by any manner of neceſſity, by 

means of an atrocious bargain, with a few 
ſtrokes of his pen deprives a number of his 
| needy 
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needy fellow -creatures of the reaſonable 
fruits of their labour ? or the unfortunate 
Caitif, who with a Wife and ſtarving In- 
fants, periſhing in ſome lonely corner, and 
looking up to him for bread, ſtops you on 
the road, and perhaps compels you to ſup- 
ply him with a few ſhillings for his preſent 
urgent neceſſity ? And yet, O deplorable 
imperfection of human nature and of hu- 
man laws! you ſhall ſoon ſee the latter 
conveyed in diſmal proceſſion to the fatal 
tree, while the privileged plunderer will 
hardly beſtow a look from his palace, much 
leſs a thought upon the hapleſs Victim of 
his own injuſtice! I am inadvertently led 
into theſe reflections, by what I have al- 
ready ſeen of the extortions of the Engliſh 
merchants, during the ſhort time I have 
been here, and their groſs impoſitions upon 
the poor peaſants and labourers of the 


ground, while the unworthy and famiſhed 


magiſtrates and officers of juſtice, whoſe 

_ firſt duty it is to protect the property and 
perſons of thoſe whoſe labour 1s the firſt 
ſupport of the ſtate, receive a Sop from the 
merchants, and ſuffer them to plunder their 
countrymen with RF: 


This place was the Offonoba of the an- 
tients, and I am informed, that an __— | 
| per. 
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fleet after taking Cadiz from Philip II. in 
1595-6, landed ſome troops here, who, 
after plundering and burning the town, 
carried off the Library of the celebrated 
Jeronimo Ozorio, Biſhop of Silves, who 
was perhaps the beſt claſſical ſcholar this 
country ever produced, witneſs his Hiſtory 
of the Reign of their great King Don Em- 
manuel, in Latin, and in a ſtile which 
would have been very far from diſcrediting 
a production of the Auguſtan Age. After 
this, the ſame [Engliſh fleet went to Co- 
runna and Ferrol, with an intention of 
burning the King's ſhips had they found 
any” there. 


Me ſhall ſet out cas hence to-morrow 
for the Guadiana, where we propoſe taking 
water, for ſome leagues up to the-frontiers 
of-the Alentejo, and a Mr. Bagot, a coun- 
tryman of our own, Colonel of a Portu- 
gueſe regiment quartered here, inſiſts upon 
accompanying us as far as Caſtro Marin. 
IJ ſhall take care to inform you of our mo- 
tions and adventures as you deſire. 


1 ſhall conclude this-with ſome refletiions 
on your laſt 7 whichhave occurred to 


he's „ 


OE ” 0 


Peace 
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Peace be to the manes of our aged and 
well-meaning father, who, as you write me, 
died in all the prejudices of education, con- 
firmed by the uniformity of a long ruſtic 
life upon the ſame ſpot. But I imagined 
the cuſtom in our country of the lineal de- 
ſcendants, bequeathing at their death to 
their children large eſtates, which have 
long ſince paſſed into the hands of ſtran- 
gers, was now exploded and become obſo- 
Iete ; at any rate, the diſpoſition of the 
old man in my favour. however friendly, 
would have been but of little avail, had it 


not been ſeconded by the favourable op- 
portunity which offered of re-purchaſing 


with your money the old Sabine farm, to 
the poſſeſſion of which I now look forward 
with ſo much ſatisfaction. But, I think 
I obſerve a ſort of ambiguity in the ac- 
count you give me of that tranſaction, < 
which I apprehend proceeds from a ſenſe of 
delicacy in you towards thoſe prejudices in 
which we were educated, and which you 
imagine have ſtill kept hold of me, by hav- 
ing lived ſo long in a country where the 
eſtabliſhed and only religion is that of the 
Church of Rome; for what elſe can you 
mean, when you tell me that having alter- 
ed your opinions in many eſſential points 
- concerning the religion in which we were 
"Ts - - 3 N 
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brought up, you had been obliged to, read 
your recantation befoxe you were permitted 
by the laws of Ireland to. re-purchate the 
manſion of our Anceſtors for me? I muſt 
therefore obſerve to you, my dear Brother, 
for your information, that my opinions 
both concerning men atd things are exceed- 
ingly changed ſince we parted, a eircum- 
ſtance by no means ſurpriling, conſidering | 
my youth and inexperience at the time, 
and the number of years elapſed ſince that 
period. Let me aſk you then, what yould 
be your ſurptiſe, if 1 aſſured you mine 
confiſts in beholding that notwithſtanding 
all the hurry of fo active a life, in the 
midſt of the numberlęſs ayocations which 
haye occupief all your time ſince you en- 
gaged in buſineſs in London, you haye 
hag the penetration and diſcernment to find 
out the errors of our education, and of the 
principles inſtilled by it, together with the 
reſolution to renounce and lay them aſide ? 
for in general, the lives of the Catholics 
both in England and Ireland, are ſo moral, 
regular and exemplary, and the groſſneſs 
and abſurdity of their tenets are there diſ- 
guiſed with ſuch inſinuating addreſs, and 
their Tepugnance to Reaſon and the Scrip- 
ture are gilded over with ſuch ſoothing and 
bundle arguments, that it is by. no, means 


ſurprizog 
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ſurpriſing to firid, according to experience, 
not only thoſe retained in that perſuaſion 
Who have been educated in it, but their 
numbers daily increaſed by additional pro- 
ſelytes from other Sects, through the perſc- 
vering labours of perſons profeſſedly edu- 
cated in the practice of all thoſe pious 
impoſitions ſo perfectly well calculated to 
entrap the unwary devotion, and to in- 
tereſt the weak and ſuperſtitious hopes and 
fears of the ſuperficial part of mankind. 
To diſcern therefore the truth from error, 
where they both appear under the ſame 
exterior habit, requires ſtronger efforts of 
{ſkill and reſolution in England and Ireland, 
than are neceſſary in Spain or Portugal, 
where the inſolence and abſurdity of the 
Roman modes of worſhip ſtalk abroad in 
full day without diſguiſe, ſupported by the 
whole authority of the Civil power, and 
conſecrated by the blind and unconſcious 
devotion of a ſenſeleſs populace, habituated 
to ſlavery and chains, and only ſubject to 
the caſual criticiſm of ſome ſtraggling tra- 
veller, who is reduced to the unavailing 
ſatisfaction of deſpiſing ſuch inſults on the 
Deity, with all the circumſpection of cau- 
- tious ſilence. 


But I find I have already filled up my 


paper—perhaps I ſhall have occaſion to re- 
C 2 ſume 
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ſume the ſubje& in future, and tell you 
my farther ſentiments on a concern of 
ſuch importance, begging to know how 
nearly they tally with your own ? Mean 
time, I remain, as always, &c, &c, 
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LT TY 


Mertola, 1778. 


| Day, Boran, 


1 Did not intend to trouble you with this 
before we had reached the city of Beja, for- 
merly one of the principal places in this 
province; but the information we have 
collected from two of our countrymen, in 
our journey through the Algarve, has fur- 
niſned me with materials for an epiſtle or 
two before I proceed farther, according to 
your injunctions, which I am perfectly 

well diſpoſed to comply with, and I think 
it is particularly fortunate that we met 
with theſe two officers, for by their means 
we were at once initiated into the know- 
ledge of the civil and military government 
of this country, 


The communicative diſpoſition of Hau- 
dricourt, the French valet de chambre, 
has alſo enabled me to tell you who my 
companion Lord Freeman is, and on what 
buſineſs he comes to this country I muſt 
here add, that I find him of the moſt en- 

and abe dif ſition, humane, 
basing pO ed 


8 teilt bry 


unaffected and ſincere; and am apprehen- 
ſive, that in character he poſſeſſes the man- 
ly and commendable 6 qualities of your for- 
mer Engliſh Nobility, much rather than 
[the frivolous and contemptible characteriſ- 
tics by which the diſſipated and venal 150 
of the preſent day is fo remarkably diſtin- 


guiſhed. Take ſome account of Lord 
Freeman as follows: 


He 1s the eldeſt ſon of a noble family in 
England, and heir to a large fortune, and 
at preſent a Captain in the army, his regi- 
ment being in Gibraltar: and in an excur- 
ſion he had made the year before to Eng- 
land, to vary the uniformity of a Garriſon 
life, had accidently there met a young 
Lady at a Summer Aſſembly on Blackheath 
near London; whoſe manner; appearance 
and deportment made inſtant ly that ſort of 
inexplicable impreſſion, which is to be felt 
only once in life, but not to be defined by 
words in _ —_ for though then 


$28 4 


was the he fir moment he Had felt any man- 
ner of attachment for the (ex, beyond the 
tranſient and defultory guſts of Safin to 
which 
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. all 7908 men are more or leſs lia- 

e. He even | with his fair one that 
obs and d by £ ; viſits he aſter · 
wards paid her in Tape during his ſhort 
ſtay there, his regard for, and attachment 
to her became ſo much the more increaſed 
and confirmed. On her part, the young 
Lady, though exceedingly prudent and 
reſerved, was very far from being inſenſi- 
ble of the many valuable qualificatipns ſhe 
thought the obſerved i in her Lover. Thus 
far, ſo pure, ſo genuine and diſintereſted 
was their mutual paſſion, and their con- 
verſation had been ſo totally taken up in 
more intereſting ſubjects, that neither of 
them had ſo much as thought of enquiring 
-- who each other was, nay not even their 


yery names. 


But now the moment approached when 
they muſt part, moſt probably for ſome 
confiderable time, as Lord Freeman had 
juſt been anden to his regiment, with- 
out being able, after repeate applications 
at the Wr eee, to obtain a prolongation 
of his leave of abſence : they endeavoured, 
however, to conſole each other by now 
taking information of their reſpective fa- 
miles, circumſtances, and ſituations ; and 


ſertling a, method of N during 
an 


- 
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an abſence which they hoped would not 
exceed ſix or eight months ; for the young 
Lady had received repeated advices from 
her parents abroad that they were to ſend 
for her within that time, when Lord Free- 
man, by obtaining ſome months leave for 
an excurſion from his garriſon, would have 
an opportunity of ſeeing her again, and of 


ultimately ſettling all the means of render- 


ing them both completely happy in the 
poſſeſſion of each other : and this brings 


me to give you ſome account of the young 
Lady's family. 


The caprice of Fate or Fortune is in no 
inſtance ſurely more viſible than in the 
deſtination of marriages, -and in the ſtrange 


and whimſical manner after which the 


greateſt number of them is adjuſted and 
concluded; and though the multitude of 


our ſentimental, novel and romance writers, 
and dealers in tender tales of love, aſſure 
us that marriages are made in Heaven, yet, 
certainly, a diſpaſſionate obſerver, WhO be- 


holds the general ſtate of humar affairs, at 


leaſt on our part of the globe, through * 


no other medium than the pure light of 


Reaſon, would be ſtrongly tempted to con- 
clude, they were almoſt all of them con- 
| ducted and agreed-upon in a very different 


and oppoſite quarter. 
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Frances Mary Howard, mother of the 
young Lady mentioned above, and pretty 
nearly related to a very noble family in 
England, had at an early age been de- 
prived of both her parents, who, while 
they lived, had been ſcrupulouſly careful to 
have their daughter educated in all the 
dogmatical tenets of the Roman faith, ap- 


pointing for her tutors and guardians at 


their deceaſe, perſons of the ſame perſua- 
ſion, with a fortune of twenty thouſand 
pounds at her own diſpoſal, as ſoon as ſhe 
came of age, provided the married a Gen- 
tleman of the ſame religion, and only one 
thouſand pounds, if ſhe married one of 
any other: And this ſingular care of her 
parents was perfectly well ſeconded by her 
own natural diſpoſition ; for when ſhe ar- 
rived at the uſe of reaſon, and began to 
look about her in London and many parts 
which ſhe viſited of the adjacent country, 


ſhe was extremely ſhocked to find her fa- 
vourite religion was ſo far from being the 
eſtabliſhed and prevailing religion of the 


land, that it was by no means permitted to 
diſplay it ſelf in all that pomp, and ſplen- 
dour, in which it appears in many coun- 


tries abroad, the deſcriptions whereof con- 


ſtantly rung in her ears from her infancy 
Vor. I. D by 
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by her various attendants, who had been 
moſtly educated in thoſe countries, had - 
quite captivated her warm imagination, 
and inflamed it with the moſt violent de- 
ſire of perſonally beholding ſcenes, which 


in relation only appeared to her ſo delight- 
ful and tranſporting. 


Miſs Howard, therefore, ſoon after ſhe 
was of age, and had taken poſſeſſion of 
her ample fortune, reſolved to tranſport 
herſelf to ſome of thoſe countries where ſhe 
might enjoy the free and unconſtrained uſe 
of her own religion, a privilege to which 
the meaneſt of mankind are juſtly entitled; 
but as England was at that time engaged in 
a war with France and Spain, it was with 
much more difficulty ſhe could take refuge 
in either, and eſpecially in the laſt, whither 
ſhe was moſt deſirous of retiring, on ac- 
count of the high character ſhe always 
heard of that gallant nation, and of its 
ſteady zeal in ſupport of the Catholic faith; 
which laſt. motive alone was more than 
ſufficient to engage all her regard and af- 


fection. 


From this dilemma, however, ſhe was 
happily relieved by the interpoſition of the 


Father Confeſſor, who at that time attend- 


ed her, Father Preſton, originally a _"_ 
© 
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of the cold climate of North Britain, was 
however a morole, a gloomy, and a fiery 
bigot in the cauſe he had eſpouſed ;, the 

little education he had received he gct in 
the Engliſh College at Liſbon : and when 
Miſs Howard came to conſult him, with 
a view-of taking his directions relative 
to her future intentions, he immediately 
ſaw the proper uſe he was to make of an 
incident he had it in his power to turn 
ſo much to his own advantage ; but pre- 

tended to the young Lady that, in a mat- 
ter of ſuch conſequence, he could not take 
upon him to give her his opinion, without 
previous meditation, and imploring the 
Divine aſſiſtance. 


Accordingly, next morning, he told her, 
he. conſidered it as a lucky circumſiance, 
that ſhe was by the war prevented from 
going to Spain, as ſhe intended, when the 
door was now open to ſuch an elegant re- 
treat, as the Court and City of Liſbon af- 
forded ; that far from wiſhing to derogate. 
from the advantageous. opinion ſhe had 
juſtly formed of the Spaniſh nation, he - 
was nevertheleſs compelled by the foree of 
truth to inform her, that their neighbours | 
the Portugueſe yielded to them in nothing 
great or commendable : that their uncom- 

D 2 mon 
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mon proweſs was evinced to the world, by 
their firſt conquering their own country 


from the Moors, and then defending 1t re- 


peatedly from the inroads and inſolence 
of the Spaniards, at all times fo much their 
ſuperiors in numbers; that their feats in 
ſubduing the richeſt countries in Aſia, and 
in planting the Holy Standard of the Crofs 
in ſuch remote and wide extended regions, 
had never yet been equalled by any nation 
of antient or modern times ; and that he 
himſelf would bear witneſs the preſent race 
was, in merit and virtue, by no means in- 
ferior to their anceſtors, and particularly 
if her object was, as he believed, to behold 
the ſplendour of the pureſt and moſt divine 
of all religions, and to participate in the ſa- 
cred myſteries adminiftered with the utmoſt 
grandeur; in ſuch a caſe, even though ſhe 


had the offer of every fine city in Europe, 


he aſſured her, that Liſbon was the only 
one to which he could in conſcience advite 
her to direct her chotce. 


Arguments of a leſs weighty nature, from 
ſuch a character, would have been more 
than ſufficient to determine Miſs Howard; 
and therefore, preparing herſelf with all 


convenient ſpeed, and after lodging her mo- 
ney at a Banker's in ſuch a manner as to 


be 
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be able to draw for any part, or the whole 
of it from wherever ſhe ſhould chuſe to re- 
ſide, ſhe ſet out for Falmouth with her 
Confeſſor and other proper attendants, and 
arrived at Liſbon after a fortnight's paſſage, 
the moſt of it tempeſtuous weather. She 
was there very cordially received by all the 
perſons to whom ſhe brought recommenda- 
tory letters, and by them was introduced 
to moſt of the principal people of the city, 
natives as well as foreigners; and, as ſoon 
as the was ſettled in a proper habitation by 
the care of the good Father Prefton, was 
reſpectfully viſited by many perſons of con- 
dition and almoſt every body of the Britiſh 
Factory. 


But now it was Doctor Preſton's turn to 
play his part, and execute the plan he had 
meditated in London. As ſoon as poſhble 
he waited on his old Patroneſs the Marchi- 
oneſs of Pancorvo, who many years before 
had got him conveyed clandeſtinely, when 
a boy, from on board a Scotch trading veſ- 
ſel in the river, had educated him ſolely at 
her own expence, and, in due time, had 
him put in Prieſt's orders, and after being 
properly inſtructed in Liſbon, had him ſent 
back as a Miſſionary to his .own country, 
where, by the diſpoſal of his Superiors, he 
became 
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became known in the NAK family, and 
was judged a proper perſon to attend Miſs 
Howard.—After great expreſſions of joy at 
meeting again, he proceeded to inform the 
Marchioneſs, that Providence, ever watch- 
ful over its faithful ſervants, had now fur- 
niſhed him with an opportunity of expreſ- 
ſing his ſenſe of the many obligations he 
owed her, provided ſhe was diſpoſed to a- 
gree to the propoſal he had to make to her. 
—He then entered into a detail of Miſs 
Howard's hiſtory, of her own turn and diſpo- 
ſition, and of her fortune, which was ſolely 
at her own diſpoſal, and concluded, by ex- 
preſſing how beneficial he thought it would 
be to her family if a match were concluded 
between this young Lady and the young 
Viſcount her eldeſt fon, who was much a- 
bout her own age. 


The Marchioneſs of Pancorvo quickly 
ſaw the prodigious advantge ſuch a match 
would bring to her family, and earneſtly 
and ſincefely thanked the reverend Father 
for ſuch a hint; to improve which ſhe re- 
queſted the further continuance of his aſſiſt- 
ance, till the marriage thould be effectuat- 
ed, enforcing her requeſt by promiſing to 
recommend him and his intereſts warmly 
to the reigning. Queen and to her eldeſt 
daughter, 
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daughter, with whom he well knew ſhe 
was a particular favourite, and who was 
the immediate ſucceſſor to the throne: The 
Marchioneſs loſt no time in coming to pay 
her reſpects to Miſs Howard, among ſeve- 
ral other Ladies of rank, who did her the 
ſame honor; and, by the gentle Father's 
inſinuation, the Marchioneſs was among 
the firſt to whom that young Lady returned 
the viſit; and on that occaſion was received 
with extraordinary marks of attention and 
every diſplay of magnificence, which fa- 
mily pride could ſuggeſt, ſtimulated, as it 
was by the hopes of obtaining ſuch an ad- 
dition of fortune to an eſtate ſo much en- 
cumbered, and to a family ſo much in 
want: The Marchioneſs entreated there 
might be no more ceremony uſed between 
them; ſhe led Miſs Howard through al- 
moſt every apartment of her extenſive pa- 
lace, ſhewed her wardrobe and jewels, moſt 
of which had been borrowed for the occa- 
| ſion; and uſhered her into a beautiful and 
ſpacious family chapel, where they both 
breathed out an ejaculatory prayer, and 
offered to do herſelf the honor of preſent- 
ing her to the Queen and to the Princeſs of 
the Brazils whenever ſhe pleaſed. So that, 
though Miſs Howard had been perfectly 
well received wherever ſhe viſited, yet ſhe 

acknow- 
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acknowledged ſhe had been no where at- 
tended with ſuch ſingular marks of reſpect 
and affection, and ſeemed very deſirous of 
cultivating an intimate acquaintance with 
the Marchioneſs of Pancorvo. 


Soon after this period Miſs Howard was 
preſented in form to the Royal family. 
The Princeſs of the Brazils ſeemed particu- 
larly fond of her, and afſured her, ſhe 
thought herſelf much obliged to the Mar- 
chioneſs for procuring her the pleaſure of 
her acquaintance, which ſhe wiſhed might 
be of long continuance. Briefly through 
the aſſiduity of the Marchioneſs and the 
addreſs of Father Preſton, the way was 
ſoon paved for a match between Miſs 
Howard and the Viſcount of Baldiorra, the 
Marchioneſs's eldeſt Son, the completeſt 
booby imaginable, who conſented to it 
purely becauſe his mother deſired him to 
do ſo. By the marriage articles it was ſti- 
pulated, that the Viſcount ſhould receive 
the intereſt of the Lady's fortune, but that 
the capital ſhould be ſettled on herſelf 
alone, and afterwards deſcend to and be 
equally divided among all the female Iſſue 
of the marriage, whereof the only perſon 
now alive is the young Lady mentioned 
at the 2 of this epiſtle, whom her 

mother 
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mother had ſent to England for her educa- 
tion, and is now ſoon expected again at 
Liſbon. 


The above is the ſubſtance of the 
Frenchman's information; the truth of 
which, however romantic it may appear 
to you, I ſhall be able to verify on our ar- 
rival in Liſbon, as well as I hope to do by 
the intimacy I am getting into with Lord 
Freeman himſelf. I have inſenſibly drawn 
this to a great length and the Eſtaffete 1 is 
Juſt RAVI, this for Liſbon. 


I remain, &c. &c. 


Ver. I. A LE T- 
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LETT 8 M-IV: 
Beja, 1778. 
Dear BroTHER, | 


Tus ſubject matter for correſpondence 
increaſes upon me ſo much faſter than I 
expected, that, though my laſt was a long 
epiſtle, I know not but it may be ex- 
ceeded by the preſent. So different does 
the ſame country appear to travellers of 
different diſpoſitions, that, while one pro- 
ceeds through it without finding any thing 
to deſerve even a note, another ſhall find 
ample field for remarks and lucubration, 
as is my caſe at preſent; and I am now 
ſet down in a bad Inn, by the light of an 
oil lamp, to give you an account of our 
adventures, while my companions are faſt 
in the arms of Morpheus, for whom I yet 


feel no manner of propenſity. 


Lord Freeman, wiſhing to viſit every 
thing as a Philoſopher, who can give a ra- 
tional account of what-he ſees, firſt ſent an 
'old pedantic-looking Preceptor he had with 
him, and ſome other uſeleſs ſervants, from 
Faro direct to Liſbon, to wait his arrival 
there, and provided himſelf with mules, 

in 
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in ſome kitchen furniture, a Cook, and o- 
ther neceſſaries for the journey, as he re- 
ſolved to travel on, or to ſtop, when and 
where it-ſhould ſtrike his fancy; and thus 
accoutred we ſet out for Tavira, accompa- 
nied by Colonel Bagot, after dining with 
the Britiſh : Conſul at Faro, and travelled 
through a, beautiful flat country, conſiſting 
moſtly of encloſed corn fields covered with 
almond trees, interſperſed with the St. 
John's bread tree, the pomegranate, the fig 
and the olive tree, with the ocean on our 
right, and the Serra de Caldeirad at ſome 
diſtance on our left; about an hour after 
ſun- ſet, we arrived at Tavira, the Balſa 
of former times, and on entering . the 
town were met by the Fraternity of the 
Roſary, who were parading the ſtreets, and 
ſinging the Tergo*, preceeded by an 
A third part of the Roſary, or Pſaltery, or Crown 
of the Virgin Mary; the complete Rofary conſiſts of 
15 Pater Nofters, and 150 Ave Marias, ten of the laſt 
to each of the firſt, ſo that the whole Rofary contains 
15 parts or myſteries, concerning Jeſus Chriſt or the 
Virgin Mary; theſe are again divided into three parts 
or rergos ; the firſt five are called the joytul myſteries, 
the ſecond five are called the dolorous myſteries, and 


the laſt are called the glorious myſteries: In ſinging 
ar repeating often, all, or a part of this crown of the 
Virgin, in hearing Maſs, which is always faid in a lan- 
guage the people do not underfland, and in obſerving 
the Fiſts and feſtivals of the Church, conſiſts the moſt 
_ eſſential religious duty of a Portugueſe or Spaniſh Ca- 


_ tholic. 
| 12 lmage 
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Image of the Virgin, accompanied by wax 
tapers, and followed by a crowd of people in 
large brown cloaks; we alighted and did 
our obeiſance to the Idol of the day, while 
the Proceſſion, paſſed, and then accompa- 
nied Colonel Bagot, whoſe duty it was, as 
a military man, to-wait upon the Viceroy 
or Governor of the Province, whoſe palace 
ſtood on a riſing ground, 'immediately a- 
bove the town. * | 


In about then quarters of an hour after 
we were announced, we were uſhered into 
an apartment where his ſupercilious Ex- 
cellency the Armador Mor “, ſeated under 
a canopy in a chair of Nate, with Tome 
ſtools or tabourets before him, beckoned 
to us (after making him our hows) to be 
ſeated—an honor conferred on us in con- 
ſideration of being foreigners, which the 

natives would not be indulged with. 


After the firſt compliments, and ſome 
fooliſh queſtions, which his Excellency put 
to us, we were very happy to take our 
leaves of him and adjourn to ſupper, which 


An honorary employment of the Court, like that 
of Matter of the Horſe, Gentleman Uſher, &c. It is 
the Nobleman, who, when the King is hunting, pre- 

ſents him the Piece, ready loaded and cocked, to ſhoot 
the Game. 


together 
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together with clean beds, Colonel Bagot 
had provided for us at a friend's houſe. 
During ſupper, the converſation turned 
upon the Viceroy and his ſituation there: 
Bagot informed us that he was a relation of 
the late Miniſter the Marquis of Pombal; that 
he had been ſent by him there, on purpoſe 
to get a ſubſiſtence he could find no where 
elſe, for that his eſtate was in the hands of 
| creditors, and he had no other viſible means 
of ſupporting his ſtate of Viceroy than the 
miſerable appointments of a Lieutenant 
Colonel of Infantry. Lord Freeman then 
enquired how he could ſupport all the pa- 
rade of attendants we had ſeen about his 
houſe? Bagot anſwered his Lordſhip, by 
ſaying, he ſuppoſed he had heard how, in 
| ſome parts of Africa, the inhabitants wor- 
ſhip the Devil, and make him preſents, not 
that they expect any benefits from him, 
but purely to ingratiate themſelves with 
him, fo far as to prevent him from doing 
them a miſchief. In like manner, faid he, 
every perſon of any authority in this pro- 
vince, civil, military, or eccleſiaſtic, who 
regards his own preſervation, and more 
particularly, whoever wiſhes for any ſa- 
vour from the Viceroy, is under the neceſ- 
ſity of plying him with preſents and dona- 
8 tions, 
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tions, to ſecure his favour, and his good 
report of them to the Miniſter ; and it is 
the multiplicity of theſe bribes which con- 
ſtitutes a real income, and ſupports him in 
his grandeur : though, ſince the late King's 
death, we have been looking for ſome new 
favourite to be ſent in his place. Lord 
Freeman obſerved, that from what he had 
ſeen, the Governor appeared to be ſhy, 
diſtant, and ſupercilious. Mr. Bagot aſ- 
ſured him, that from the univerſal want 
of education in the country, the very beſt 
of them were from neceſſity compelled to 
be ſo; for were people in power (ſaid he) 
to admit the generality of their countrymen 
to that ſort of familiarity, which every 
Gentleman almoſt any where elfe has a 
right to expect from another, they would 
quickly loſe the authority and reſpe& due 
to their ſtation; and it is natural for a Por- 
tugueſe, when once treated only with com- 
mon attention, immediately to preſume 
upon it, and he knows not where to' ſtop : 

ſo that no man in authority here can treat 
with his countrymen otherwiſe than by 
conſtantly holding out the rod of power 
and authority in fight, ſo as to remind 
them of their diſtance. And with regard 
to their intercourſe with foreign Gentlemen 
| or 
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body elſe who they may reaſonably e 
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or Officers, they happen to fall in company 
with, it behoves them to be extremely on 
the reſerve, at leaſt, till they become ac- 
quainted with the diſpoſition and qualities 
of the perſons they deal with, becauſe, 
conſcious of their own total ignorance in 
almoſt every thing to be ſpoken of, they 


- are ſenſible a very little converſation would 


diſcover it, and inſure to them the con- 
tempt they deſerve, ſo that the only me- 


thod of ſupporting the appearance of a 


character is to have as little connexion with 
foreigners as poſſible, for the truth of this 
I will moſt willingly refer myfelf (faid 
Bagot) to your Lordſhip's own experience, 
after you are better acquainted with the 
country ; here however I remarked to him, 
that, by the converſation in ſome compa- 
nies, where we were preſent at Faro, the 
Viceroy was eſteemed a man of learn- 
ing. The Colonel aſſured me that he was 


reckoned in that country, and eſpecially 


for a Nobleman, a prodigy of learning 
ſaid, that he was looked up to by the 

Biſhop, the Dignitaries of the Church, and 
by all the learned Fryars in the Algarve, 


as a perſon of the firſt erudition; and as 


ſuch they are conſtantly puffing him off in 
fulſome panegyrics, to himſelf and to every 


will 
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will report to him what they ſay. But 
examine his Library, Gentlemen, (ſaid 
Bagot) and if you find above three military 
books in his collection, or any other worth 
opening beg pardon—except the Bible, 
of which he ſhewed me a copy in Engliſh, 
a language he does not underſtand. On Mr. 
Bagot's mentioning the Bible, the young 


Prieſt expreſſed a great defire of reading it, 


ſaying it was a book he had never yet 
ſeen ! Lord Freeman ſtared at the young 
fellow, and then turning to Colonel Bagot, 
begged of him to inform him then of what 
books the Viceroy's Library conſiſted ? The 
Colonel ſaid it would be no eaſy taſk for 
him to recapitulate its contents ; but that 
he had ſeen there a great many volumes of 
old Spaniſh Plays, Tales, Romances, and 
Sacramental Acts without number ; the 
Lives of a vaſt number of Saints, antient 
and modern, male and female ; above a 
hundred volumes in folio of the Acta Sanc- 
torum alone, in Latin ; the Myſtical City 
of God, or the Life of the Virgin Mary, by 
Mary of Agreda ; the Life and Works of 
Saint Thereſa de Jeſus, with the Hiſtory 
of the Order of the Carmelites, in fifty 
large volumes; the Hiſtory of the Founda- 


tion of the Carthuſians, by St. Bruno: and 
| in general of all the other religious inſtitu- 


tions ; 5 
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tions ; among which that of the Jeſuits 
makes a great figure: and notwithſtanding 
his patron the Marquis of Pombal's deteſta- 
tion of that Order, in the Viceroy's Library 
were to be found the Annals of Baronius, 
the Works of Bellarmine, of Henry Henri- 
ques, of Francis of Toledo, of John de Salas, 
of Francis Soares, -of Gregory of Valentia, 
of the chaſte Thomas Sanchez, of Paul Lay- 
man, of Ferdinand de Caſtro Palad, of An- 
thony de Eſcobar, of Simon de Leſſau, of 
Thomas Tambourin, of John de Lugo, of 
Mathew de Moya, John de Cardenas, of 
Fathers Cabreſpin, Daniel, Buſembaum, 
la Croix, Richard Archdeacon, of Francis 
Xavier Fegelli, of Jofeph Gravina——here 
Lord Freeman thanked the Colonel for his 
information, ſaying, he could now form 
fome idea of ſuch a colle&hon ; after hien 
we all retired to reſt. 


The next morning we were up betimes, 
and, after drinking a diſh of chocolate, ſet 
forward ſor Caſtro- Marin, four leagues diſ- 
tant, and whither Colonel Bagot had deſ- 
patched a note the evening before to Mr. 


Gaynor, his Captain of Grenadiers, on de- 


tachment there, adviſing him we would 
breakfaſt with him the next 9 On 
the road Lord Fweman to ad- 
Vor. I. F mire 
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mire the fine country, with the diſtant hills 
on our left, which protected the almond 
and the orange trees from the Northern 
blaſt; but could not help lamenting to ſee 
fuch a broad and extenſive moraſs along 
the ſea-ſhore on our right, lying totally 
iincultivated, and which with a very few 


drains cut acroſs it, might be converted 


into the richeſt ſoil imaginable. 


About ten o'clock we arrived at Captain 
Gaynor's quarters, where we found break - 


faſt ready, which was very acceptable af- 


ter riding above fifteen Engliſh miles upon 
very indifferent cattle: You muſt know 


Gaynor is a countryman of our own; and 


Lord Freeman declared he found verified in 
his perſon, and in the hoſpitable manner 
after which he recetved us, every thing ad- 
vantageous and commendable for which 
his countrymen are ſo remarkable where- 
ever they are to be met with. After break- 
faſt I propoſed walking to the new town 


of St. Antonio de Arenilha, we had heard 


ſo. much of at Faro; and which Lord 
Freeman was very deſirous to ſee; but 
Gaynor could not be brought to conſent 
that we ſhould quit his quarters, without 


. firſt promiſing him our company again at 


dinner, which we did. 
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The new town of St. Antonio is beauti- 
fully ſituated, upon the banks of the noble 
river of the Guadiana, very nearly oppo- 
ſite to the city of Ayamonte, in the Spaniih 


Eſtremadura, and half a league below the 


town of Caſtro-Marin, and about as far 


within the bar at the mouth of the river, 


with plenty of deep water and room for 
ſhipping; an extenſive and commodious 
quay, with a ſpacious landing- place, and 
ſtairs before the new Cuſtom-houſe, which 
is a handſome building. The houſes of 
the town are all built regularly uniform cn 
one plan, with a neatneſs to be ſeen (as I 
am informed) no where elſe in Portugal, 
Liſbon only excepted : the ſtreets are well 
paved, built by the line, and croſs each 
other at right angles, dividing the town 
into equal quarters. 'Two large Inns are 
built for the accommodation of travellers, 
and a neat ſquare occupies the center of 
the town: On one ſide of this ſquare there 
is a new church, and on the oppoſite ſide - 
ſtands the Town-houſe and other neat 
buildings; and in the center a large marble 
fountain, which is conſtantly ſupplied by a 
Jet d' eau, throwing up the water to a con- 
ſiderable height, and conveying the idea of 


coolneſs and refreſhment, particularly a- 


greeable i in this ſultry climate, 
„ HTELTIAG Ser 
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Such was this new creation of the late 
Miniſter, which by its appearance at a diſ- 
tance raiſed our curioſity, but on coming 
into it there was not a living ſoul to be 
ſeen in the ſtreets, nor even in the town, if 
we except the Juiz de fora * and à Serjeant's 
guard daily relieved from Caſtro-Marin, 

Lord Freeman praiſed the ſituation ; but 
begged to know for what purpoſe it was 
built, and where the inhabitants were ? 
Colonel Bagot ſaid, it was a ſtanding mo- 
nument of the Marquis of Pombal's perti- 
nacious obſtinacy and vanity together : 
that he had built it to encourage the pil- 
chard fiſhery, which if properly attended 
to, might be turned to very great account, 
upon this coaſt. . At the ſame time his va- 
nity prompted him to raiſe a new town in 
ſight of his rivals and neighbours, without 
conſidering how i improper the ſituation was 
for the real purpoſe it was intended to an- 
ſwer. On the road this morning (ſaid 
Bagot) I made you remark a high ground 
covered with fiſhermen's huts, which, in 
the manner of a ſmall head, runs out RA 
the ſea, near two leagues Welt from the 
mouth of this river: At this place, called 


The chief Civil Magiſtrate of all the Cities and 
Towns of Porrugal, excepting Liſbon and Oporto. 
Monte- 
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Monte-Gordo, the ſhore conſiſts of a length 
of bold beach, covered with pebbles, and 
_ exceedingly proper for the filhermen's 
drawing their pilchard nets on ſhore, where 
they immediately cured the pilchards 
and prepared them for exportation ; and 
there undoubtedly was the true place for 
this town; but the old Marquis's pride and 
diſlike of the Caſtilians, were gratified by 
raiſing a fine looking new town oppoſite to 
one of their's, and which gave him the 
command of the river and its trade. This 
was the firſt idea which miſled him, and 
he was unluckily confirmed in it by the 
crowd of ſycophants and flatterers about 
him, whoſe only ſtudy it was to ſooth his 
vanity, the better to obtain their own pur- 
poſes, till he had gone too far to recede ; 
yet ſome hints and murmurs, concerning 
the impropriety of the preſent ſituation 
made their way to him, and he ordered a 
worthy old Dezembargador or Judge to go 
to the two plates, and after carefully 
examining both, report to him according 
to his conſcience and the reality of his ſen- 
timents, which of the two ſituations he 
judged the propereſt for the purpoſes of the 

pilchard fiſhery. 
The conſcientious Judge, accordingly, in 
his feport gave it entirely againſt the ſite 
| | | where 


46 SKETCHES OP 


where the town now ſtands, adducing, 
beſides many unanſwerable arguments, the 
abſurdity and ruin of being obliged to put 
the pilchard, which is a delicate fiſh, again 
into the boats, after the nets are drawn on 
ſhore and emptied at Monte-Gbrdo, as they 
neceſſarily muſt be, the bringing them a- 
bout into the River and up to the new 
town, to be there handled again and taken 
on ſhore to be cured, by which means the 
pilchards were entirely converted into a 
jelly, and loſt the beſt part of their ſub- 
ſtance and value, all which would have 
been avoided by building the town at 
Monte-Gordo. The impartial Judge for this 
report was ſeized and clapped into a dun- 
geon. The building of the town went on 
with vivacity, not a murmur being after- 
wards heard againſt it ; 'the fiſhermen at 
Monte-Gordo were ordered to leave their 
huts, with their families and boats, to in- 
habit the new town. They'obeyed the firſt 
part of the precept ; but, inſtead of coming 
to the place to which they were directed, 
they paſſed to a man oyer to Spain! where 
they 1emained till the late King's death, 
and then returned quietly to Wan old habt- 
tations, _ \ 
Niere Lord Freeman very NS deſ- 
_ canted upon that ruinous ſpirit of 2 4 
5.” 4-94. 8 
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tiſm, of which he ſaw ſuch evident and 
glaring effects. He farther remarked, that 
It was a project ruinous to the ſtate, on 
which there had been a vaſt expenditure of 
the King's money, to no ſort of purpoſe. 
Colonel Bagot begged leave to ſet him 
right on that point, aſſuring him it had not 
coſt the King a farthing ; and herein (ſaid 
he) is another inſtance of the ruinous con- 
ſequences of uncontrouled authority lodged 
in the hands of a ſingle Deſpot ; for the 
Miniſter, through his Viceroy here, having 
obtained a circumſtantial account of every 
man of property in the whole province, 
directed the ſame Viceroy to call each of 
them into his preſence, and to inform him 
that his Majeſty had formed the deſign of 
building a new town, with a view of en- 
couraging the trade and. fiſheries on the 
coaſt of Algarve, and would eſteem it high- 
ly if he contributed for that purpoſe, by 
building ſuch a houſe or houſes as ſuited 
his circumſtances. An inſinuation of this 
ſort from the King being here univerſally 
conſidered as a command, and the Vice- 
roy having the different terms of agree- 
ment ready drawn out for ſigning, each 
perſon was thus brought in to ſign a deed 
or bond, by which he obliged himſelf, 
within a ſtipulated time, to raiſe a building 

of 
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of ſueh a deſcription upon the ſpot aſſigned 
him, and the town thus roſe ſuddenly, 
though it would never have anſwered the 
Miniſter's intention, had he continued- in 
the government; and having been a ſcheme 
of his, without reſpect to any other conſi- 
deration, is now totally abandoned, and 
the different people's money thrown away. 
It is now very late, and I muſt break off 
for the preſent, though I haye enough to 
fill another letter concerning the people we 
met in Algarve. Adieu. 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 49 


Ps 8 wt . 
Beja, 1778. 


DraRx BROTHER, 


My laſt, if I miſtake not, has furniſh- 
ed you with an irrefragable ,proof, that it 
is a period of peculiar danger to the well- 
being of any ſtate; when the whole acting 
and executive power is excluſively lodged 
in the hands of a ſingle man, however great 
and extenſive his talents may be : and the 
Marquis of Pombal's moſt ſervile flatterers 
will certainly never preſume to aſſert, that 
he was that univerſal genius in the art of 
government he was willing to have paſſed 
for ; and it is unqueſtionably. a ſoleciſm in 
government, and the moſt dangerous of all 
precedents, that in a community profeſledly 
formed and regulated by eſtabliſhed laws, 
any individual ſhould ariſe under the cha- 
racter of Prime Miniſter, or any other what- 
ever, and ſubſtitute in their place any other 
temporary rule or order, which ſhall beſt - 
{uit his own private caprice, or anſwer a 
particular purpoſe ; yet this I find always 
has been, and ſtill continues to be the caſe 

Vol. I. 55 G | - 
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in the government cf this country. This 
letter will preſent you with ſomething no 


leſs extraordinary of another kind, the 
knowledge cf which, as you will ſee, came 
incidentally in our way. 


We returned to Caſtro-Marin both hun- 
gry and fatigued with the heat, after walk- 
ing ſo much, and found a very comfort- 
able dinner provided for us by Captain 
Gaynor; after which, while the chearful 
glaſs of Spaniſh wine was circulating, the 
Captain took a memorial out of his pocket 
and preſented it to his Colcnel, telling him 
the Major of the Regiment had remitted it 
to him, requeſting him to deliver it, accom- 
panied with all his intereſt, to the end that 
the Colonel might give it all the protection 
in his power, towards obtaining what was 
therein requeſted, though to be ſure (added 
Captain Gaynor) the Major knows very 
well, and you know too Colonel, that I 
would ſooner be hanged, than intereſt my- 
ſelf in ſuch a fooliſh piece of buſineſs. 


Mr. Bagot juſt caſt his eye over the memo- 

rial, and then returning it to the Captain, 
told him he might write a congratulatory 
letter to the Major, for that the Viceroy 
had informed him at Tavira, he had juſt 


received her Majeſty” $ commands to have 
| the 
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the petitioner entered as aggregate Maj tor * 
upon the Regiſter-book of the Regiment, 

and to receive his appointments in the ſame 
accordingly. Lord Freeman, who already 
felt himſelf ſtrongly prejudiced in Gaynor's 

favour, by the undeſigning ſimplicity and 
frankneſs of his character and behaviour, 
was a little ſurpriſed, when he ſaw him 
redden up on the information his Colonel 
gave him, his eyes ſparkled with rage, and 
he began to ſwear, with all that hearty 
good will and unreſervedneſs ſo remarkable 
in many of his countrymen, uttering a 
thouſand imprecations on the perſon who 
had been promoted before him; and on 
the kna ves and idiots who had adviſed her 
Majeſty to commit ſuch an abſurdity: Co- 
lonel Bagot's endeavours to aſſwage the 
Captain's rage had no effect, and raiſed our 
curioſity the more to know the cauſe of it. 
* The Captain ſwore he would go that mo- 
ment and write a letter of abuſe to the Se- 
cretary of War, and at the ſame time re- 
ſign his comiſſion, for that none (ſaid he) 
bat the moſt contemptible of wretches could 


The ſame as in France, any Officer, a Ia Suite ; un 
Regiment: It is an Officer or Offi-ers of any rank, ap- 
pointed to, and paid in a Regiment, taking their tour 
of general duty in the ſame, but not attached to any 
particular Company. 
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think of remaining in ſuch a deſpicable ſer- 
vice. On ſaying this, he roſe and left us, 
begging the young Prieſt, John Carlos, who 
ſeemed quite aſtoniſhed at his behaviour, to 
come and draw up a, letter for him ; and 
thanked God he had not the art of writing 
in ſuch a pitiful language. 


As ſoon as Gaynor retired, Lord Freeman 
was deſirous to know the cauſe of that ſud- 
den diſguſt he had expreſſed upon the in- 


formation he had received ; but Mr. Bagot 


ſeeming not much diſpoſed to ſatisfy his 
curioſity, told him it was a long detail, 
many of the circumſtances of which might 
indeed be new to his Lordſhip, yet others 
would appear both incredible and ridicu- 
19us; and as ſome of them would ſerve alſo 
to repreſent their preſent ſituation in that 
ſervice i in a diſagreeable, and even a humili- 
ating light, (although by no fault of their's) 
he hoped his Lordſhip would have the 
complaiſance to diſpenſe with his not en- 
tering into it. 


Lord Freeman very politely replied, that 


he was the fartheſt from wiſhing to impoſe 


any di ſagreeable taſk on Colonel Bagot, 


that his determination to take a tour through 
this country did not proceed from the ex- 


pectation of meeting with any productions 
either 
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either of nature or art equal to what he 
had already ſeen in many others, but ra- 
ther from the deſire of ſeeing the political 
ſtrength and ſituation of Portugal, with reſ- 
pect to its jealous and powerful neighbour, 
and particularly, as a military man, to in- 
form himſelf of the ſtate of the army, which 
he had been taught to believe was upon a 
reſpectable footing ever ſince it had been 
regulated by the late Count la Lippe, of 


whom he had heard ſo much as a great 


military genius—That he hoped Mr. Bagot 
would do him the juſtice to believe, he al- 
ways made it an effential point to diſtin- 
guiſh whether diſagreeable circumſtances in 
any perſon's ſituation had been produced 
by miſconduct in that perſon, or by ſuch 
accidents as he could neither foreſee, nor 
prevent: that as in the firſt caſe, he could 
not help imputing blame where due, ſo the 


ſecond never failed producing in him every 


ſentiment of condolence, ſympathy and 
friendſhip ; more particularly, when he ſaw 
2 brother officer in ſuch a ſituation, that 
his expectation of gaining information in 
the very line he chiefly wiſhed for it, had 


been already very much exceeded by that 
vvhich in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time the Colo- 
nel had already favoured him with, in re- 


ard to the ate of the wu of the country 
they 
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they were then in, and for which he re- 
turned him his ſincere and hearty thanks, 


confeſſing, frankly, at the ſame time, that 


the ſingular ſatisfaction he received from 
the Colonel's converſation on other ſubjetts, 
had only the more whetted his deſire of 
learning ſomething authentic alſo concern- 
ing the preſent ſtate of the army and of 
Captain Gaynor's ſituation, which he natu- 
rally judged to be nearly connected with it. 


To decline complying with Lord Free- 
man's requeſt, after ſuch a declaration, 
would have been next to impoſſible, had 


Colonel Bagot been leſs diſpoſed to indulge 


him than he really was; he therefore aſſur- 
ed his Lordſhip, that he was happy in be- 


ing able to give him every information in 


his power, and proceeded as follows: 


* This poor fellow, Gaynor, is the wor- 
thieſt creature alive, and ſo full of upright- 
neſs and honeſty, that theſe virtues, which 
ſeem inherent in him, in ſuch a manner that 


he cannot diveſt himſelf of them for a mo- 


ment, have literally been his ruin in this 
ſervice: he is as intrepid as Hector, at the 
ſame time that he is as meek and trattable 
as a lamb; but unfortunately, he cannot 
put up with the ſmalleſt appearance of diſ- 
ingenuity or diſſimulation, and is entirely 

incapable 
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_ incapable of that ſhare of prudence in deal- 
ing with people of different manners and 
nations, which is perfectly compatible with 
the charader of a man of probity and ho- 
nor every where, he revolts at the ſmalleſt 
departure from the rules of propriety and 
truth, in ſuch a manner that he cannot help 
by ſome exterior act or geſture expreſſing 
his diſpleaſure and diſguſt; and, as he 
hardly meets in this country with any thing 
but duplicity and deceit, it is no wonder 
the natives here ſhould look upon him as a 
rude, ſurly, diſſatisfied being; and even 
thoſe of the beſt rank who are acquainted 
with him, not diſtinguiſhing his real cha- 
racter, conſider him as an Engliſh ſavage, 
totally void of manners and good breeding : 
add to this, that there are few of the Por- 
tugueſe Officers of any conſequence, eſpe- 
clally among the Nobility, with whom 
Gaynor 1s acquainted, whom he has not 
found occaſion to invite to private meet- 
ings ſimilar to thoſe which happen ſome- 
times in the Phoenix Park, near Dublin, 
without having met with one, who choſe to 
accept of his appointments. Thus he is ei- 
ther feared or diſliked by all of them; and 
the repeated unfavourable reports of him, 
whiſpered at Court, have too effectually 
hurt him in the opinion of the preſent 


Queen, 
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Queen, and of her weak and foolith Mini- 
ſters. 


_ © Gaynor was a pretty old ſoldier in 1762, 
and had ſerved with credit in Germany 
and America, but came here only as Enſign 
in one of two new raiſed Iriſh Regiments, 
which were ſent here from England, at the 
above-mentioned period; and when our 
General, the Count la Lippe, at the con- 


cluſion of that war, formed the army here 


by his new regulati ions, Gaynor, rather 
than go home to ſtarve. on half-pay, ac- 
cepted of a Lieutenancy in the ſame Regi- 
ment, to which I was then appointed Ma- 


jor; and notwithſtanding his having been 


ſtrongly recommended to the Miniſter by 
Count la Lippe when he left this country, 
Gaynor languiſhed for ſeveral years after 
in the rank of a ſubaltern, the Miniſter not 
caring, of his own proper motion, to pro- 
mote a man become ſo obnoxious to a great 
part of the young Nobility, and hinting as 
much to me in a converſation I had with 
him in 1972, when he appointed me to the 
Regiment I now command. 1, on that occa- 
ſion, begged to know if my propoſing Gay- 
nor for my Captain of Grenadiers would be 


' agreeable to him? to which he anſwered, he 


would be very happy to ſee that young man 
promoted, 
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promoted, and which by my intervention 
was then accordingly done; and without 
ſuch an incident, would probably never 
have happened: I ſoon after propoſed him 
for Aggregate Major to my Regiment, and 
have continued doing ſo to the preſent 
Miniſtry, and the Secretary of War has ac- 
tually promiſed me, and to Gaynor him- 
| ſelf, in the Queen's name, that he ſhould 
= have that commiſſion, which however [1 
6 never expected for him; and he is now alſo 
"op undeceived, by ſeeing that other perſon, 
promoted before him.” Lord Freeman 
deſired to know who was the other perſen 
whoſe promotion had given the Captain 
ſo much offence? Bavot replied, © This, 
my Lord, is what will place us in a ludi- 
crous and contemptible light ; but, Sir, it is 
the misfortune of our ſituation, not our 
fault. Knowing it to be a part of my duty, 
I make the Regiment I command here, at- 
tend on the religious ordinances eſtabliſſ ec 
in this country, with the ſame exactneſs l 
ſhould make them go to church in England, 
had I the honor of commanding Engliſh 
ſoldiers there; I am, perhaps, even mor- 
ſcrupulouſly punctual in this matter, than 
many of their own Colonels are, on purpote . 
to anticipate every ſuſpicion they may en- 
tertain of any difference in my own private 
'oL. I. H opinion, 
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opinion, having the ſmalleſt infſuence on 
my duty as an Officer in their ſervice: for 
this reaſon, I readily coincided with a prac- 
tice univerſally eftabliſhed in all the Regi- 
ments of this ſervice, though I look upon 
it as in the laſt degree ridiculous. You are 
too well acquainted, my Lord, with Catho- 
lic countries, not to know that there is 
not a kingdom, a province, a town, a pa- 
riſh, nor even an individual, eſpecially in 
Spain and this country, who has not each 
his tutelar Saint, Angel, or Guardian, to 
whom he recommends himſelf and his con- 
cerns, very much reſembling, and moſt 
probably copied from the Lares and Dii 
penates of the ancient Romans. Accord- 
ingly, there is not a Regiment here which 
has not long ago put itſelf under the pro- 
tection of ſome particular Saint, as their 
devotion or attachments dictate to them: 
and when this Regiment I now command 
was firſt formed, about a hundred years 
ago, It took Saint Anthony of Liſbon for 
its patron and protector, who, ſoon after, 
received a Captain's commiſſion in the 
| ſame, and has received the appointments 
regularly ever ſince! which are employed, 
as well as two-pence per month, paid by 
every individual of the Regiment, in ſay- 


ing a ſtated number of Maſſes for the ſouls 


of 
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of all thoſe of it who die—in celebrating 
tte feſtival of the Saint—in ſupporting the 
XX Chaplains—adorning the Chapel, and de- 
F fraying other incidental charges, under the 
x inſpection of an Officer the Regiment ap- 
Wl points for that purpoſe—and this poſt of 
1 hy Superintendent for St. Anthony, the Major 
XX of our Regiment, who is a Nobleman 
XX (fidalgo) and a blockhead, has occupied 
with great zeal and devotion for ſome 
years paſt, and has never ſince ceaſed teaſ- 
ing the Court with memorials and certifi- 
cates of ſervices in favour of St, Anthony, 
that he might be promoted to the rank of 
Aggregate Major in the Regiment. The 
late Miniſter always laughed heartily at 
ſuch memorials, and threw them among 
his waſte paper, declaring, it was only ano- 
ther method of robbing the King of ſo 
much more money per month, to be em- 
ployed in ſupporting idle Prieſts, proceſ- 
ſons and ſuperſtitions. But, we have no- 
ſeen that our pious Queen and her Miniſters 


have promoted St. Anthony ſor the encou- 
ragement of ſuperſtition, and moſt likely 
for the diſeouragement of poor Gaynor : at 
leaſt, this trait reſembles ſo many others 
which I know to have been practiſed, on 
Purpoſs to diſguſt Brituh Officers, ſince the 
H 2 _ NO” 8 


ha ve taken the Affair in a ſerious light, and 5 
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Queen's acceſſion, that I am exceedingly 
inclined to put it down to the ſame ac- 
count.” —Lord Freeman requeſted to know, 
what was the nature of the ſervices St. 
Anthony had performed in the Regiment, 
on the merits whereof any argument for his 
farther promotion could be founded ? 


Colonel Bagot took from his pocket a 
bundle of papers folded together, which, 
when he had unticd and ſpread out, con- 
ſiſted of above fifty certificates, ſigned by 
diiferent perſons of the Regiment. Thele 
certificates were ſtitched together, like a 
pamphlet in folio, and were ſtuffed with 
the dulleſt impertinencies of miracles which 
St. Anthony had performed at the requeſts 
of theſe perſuns—He had reſtored a very 
favourite lap-dog to the Mayor's Lady, 
which had been ſtolen from her, and which 
ine had deſpaired of ever ſeeing again, till 
her Father Director adviſed lier to impor- 
tune St. Anthony, which ſhe had not done 
for above two days, when the dog was 


brought back to her! He alſo ſaved a poor 


ſoldier, who called upon him when drown- 


ing, as he paſled a deep river, by miracu- 


louſly throwing a rope in his way! Ano- 
ther had recovered from the ſmall-pox, 
by e on We Anthony, and this after 
the 
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the rattle was in his throat, and he had 


been 


given over by the Surgeon- Major of 


the Regiment! In ſhort, another certificate 
related, that a drummer of the Regiment, 
named John, or Joao Ivo Alegre, being in 
bed with his wife, and their child ſleeping 
between them, when he waked in the morn- 
ing found a large ſnake (which had crept 
in under the door of their hut) in bed with 
them, ſucking his wife's breaſt, while ſhe 
was faſt aſleep, with its tail in the mouth 


of the child, who was ſucking it very con- 


tentedly ; at ſight of ſuch an extraordinary 
appearance, the drummer immediately. in- 


voked St. Anthony, who inſpired him with - 


preſence of mind and courage, ſufficient to 


ſeize 


pent, 


at once the head and tail of the ſer- 
by this time overloaded with the 


quantity of milk he had ſucked, and ſet- 
ting a foot upon each, ſecured him from 


doing them any miſchief, till with his han- 
ger, which lay-at his bed's head, he cut off 


the animal's head, and mangled it ſo as to 
prevent it from hurting them. Thus the 
man, wife and child had a miraculous eſ- 
cape! Amidſt ſuch a multifarious collection 
of crude abſurdities, Mr. Bagot told Lord 


own 


Freeman he would not take up any more of 
his time, than by reading to him the Major's 


certificate, which ſerved as a crown 
and 
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and confirmation to all the others, and to 
eſtabliſh St. Anthony's character as a man 
of honor and a good ſoldier ; and, as ſuch, 
recommending him to her Majeſty, as a 
perſon every way deſerving her Royal at- 
tention, in what regards his promotion in 
the army. This certificate was drawn out 
in a fine hand, and ſealed at bottom with 
an enormous large ſeal of the Mayor's arms. 
For your information, I ſubjoin. here a 
tranſlation of the certificate Colonel Bagot 
read to us, which I obtained as a piece too 
precious to be loſt, or overlooked. It is as 
near as the idioms of the two languages 
will permit, which in fuch formal deeds 
and writings, are conſiderably different ; 
but in its manner and form exactly reſem- 
bles all thoſe paſſed in this country, which, 
as well as in Spain are numberleſs, no man- 
ner of publick buſineſs, lawſuits, &c. &ec, 
being carried on without them, as thoſe 
who are at all acquainted with the language 
and cuſtoms of Portugal can readily atteſt, 
The tranſlation runs as follows : 


„Don Hercules Antonio Carlos Luiz 
** Joſeph Maria de Albuquerque e Araujo 
„de Magalhacns Homem, Nobleman of 
.** her Majeſty: s Houſehold, Knight of the 
* ſacred Order of St. John of INI 
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« 2nd of the moſt illuſtrious military Order 
« of Chriſt, Lord of the Diſtricts and Towns 
© of Moncarapacho and Terragudo, here- 
e ditary Alcaide Mor of the City of Faro, 
« and Major of the Regiment of Infantry of 
© the City of Lagos, in this Kingdom of 
% Algarve, for her Moſt Faithful Majeſty, 
« \yhom God long preſerve, &c. &c. &c. 


&« I atteſt and certify, to all who ſhall 
“ ſee theſe preſents, written out by my 
„command, and ſigned at the bottom 
* with my ſign manual, with the broad ſeal 
* of my Arms, cloſe by my ſaid ſignature 
and a little to the left of it, that the Lord 
„ St. Anthony, otherwiſe the great St. An- 
* thony of Liſbon, (commonly ee. falſely 
« called of Padua) has been enliſted, and 
* had a place in this Regiment, ever ſince - 
the 24th of January, of the year of our 
* Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1668, as will appear 
more particularly below: I farther atteſt, 
that the fifty-nine within certificates, 
* numbered from unity up to the number 
* 59, and with the cypher of my name ſet 
* cloſe by each number, do contain and 
* comprehend a true and faithful relation 


* of the miracles and other eminent ſervices 


„ the ſaid St. Anthony has, at different 
times rendered to, and l in this 


Regiment, 


| 
: 
| 
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Regiment, in conſequence of his having 
* a place in it, wherein, beſides many other 
* inconteſtible evidences, I am confirmed, 
* by having converſed with many of the 


© parties now alive, who received theſe ſer- 


* vices from the ſaid Saint : That, there- 
fore, to doubt of the veracity of theſe mi- 
* racles, is as heinous a crime againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, as to doubt of any of the 
* dogmas of our holy faith, or of the mi- 
* racles of Chriſt himſelf, the evidences 


© whereof are not ſo ſtrong and convincing 


* as thoſe in the preſent inſtance before us, 
and by which our bleſſed Saviour's own 
* words are fulfilled, when he told his diſ- 
* ciples, that © after me ſhall come thoſe 
* who ſhall do greater works than I have 
* done,” which prophecy clearly pointed to 
our great St. Anthony. 


* I do farther certify, upon my word of 
honor, as a Nobleman, a Knight, and a 
** Catholic Chriſtian, (as with God's grace I 
am) what here-under follows : 


That having read over and peruſed at- 
** tentively all the papers, note-books, and 
* regiſters of our Regiment, ever ſince its 
* firſt formation, and having carefully co- 
* pied out of the ſaid papers every thing 
relating to the above-named St. Anthony, 
cc it 


* 
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 « jt is e verbo ad verbum what follows here 


for the truth of which I refer to the ſaid 
&« books and papers, lodged in the Archives 
* of our Regiment. 

That on the 24th of January, 1668, by 
&© order of his Majeſty Don Pedro the Se- 
© cond, (whom God has in glory) then 
« Prince Regent of the Kingdom of Fortu- 
© gal, directed to the Viceroy of this King- 
* dom of Algarve, was St. Anthony enliſt- 
*ed as a private ſoldier in this Regiment 
of Infantry, of Lagos, when it was firſt 
formed by command of the ſame Prince; 
and of ſuch enliſtment of St. Anthony 
* there was a regiſter formed, which now 


_ *exiſts in the Firſt Volume of the Regiſter- 


** book of the Regiment, fol. 143. ver. and 
* wherein he gave for his Caution and 
* Surety * the Queen of Angels, who be- 

* The method of recruiting the army in Spain and 


Portugal, is totally different from what is practiſed in 


wr each of the provinces is divided into diſtricts, 
and the Civil Magiftrete of every diftri is obliged to 
ſurniſh the number of recruits allotted him, whenever 
called upon by Government, and fuch recruits muft be 
the ſons of merchants, tradeſmen, peaſants, labourers, 
&c. &c. inhabitants of that Gigrich; and the father, 
brother, Tome relation, ot other ſufficient perſon, is 
made reſponſible for each recruit, that he ſhall behave 
well and not deſert his colours; and if he does, that 
perſon is obliged to find another man to ſerve in his 
place, for whom he muſt alſo be anſwerable : Thus, 
in the text, Saint Anthony gives the Virgin Mary for 
his Security, as being the moft refponſible perſon he 
could offer to anſwer for his good behaviour. 
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came anſwerable that he would not de- 
* ſert his colours, but behave always like 
* a good ſoldier in the Regiment: And thus 
« did the Saint continue to ſerve and do 
* duty as a Private in the Regiment, till 
* September the t2th, 1683, on which day 
* the ſame Prince Regent became King of 
* Portugal, by the deceaſe of his brother 
Don Afﬀeonco the Sixth; and on the ſame 
day his Majeſty promoted St. Anthony to 
* the rank of Captain in the Regiment, for 
© havirig a ſhort time before, valiantly put 
* himſelf at the head of a detachment of 
the Regiment, which was marching from 
Jurumenha to the garriſon of Olivenca, 
* both in the province of the Alentejo, and 
beat off a ſtrong body of Caſtillians, four 
times the number of ſaid detachment, 
e which body, had been ſet in ambuſh for 
them, with the intention of carrying 
e them all priſoners to Badajox, the ene- 


amy having by their ſpies, obtained in- 


formation of their march. 


* I do farther certify, that in all the a- 
„ bove papers and regiſters, there is not 
* any note of St. Anthony, of bad beha- 
viour or irregularity, committed by him, 
< nor of his having ever been flogged, im- 


bf FAG, or any way punithed by his 
„Officers, 
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« Officers, while Private in the Regiment: 
* that, during the whole time he has been 
« 2 Captain, now near a hundred years, 
& he has conſtantly done his duty with the 
« greateſt alacrity, at the head of his Com- 
« pany, upon all occaſions, in peace and 
« war, and as ſuch has been ſeen by his 
« ſoldiers, times without number, as they 
© are all ready to teſtify; and in every o- 
ther reſpect he has always behaved like 
* a Gentleman and an Officer: and on all 
the above-mentioned accounts, I hold 
* him moſt worthy and deſerving of the 
* rankof Aggregate Major to our Regiment, 
and of every other honor, grace or fa- 
* vour, her Majeſty ſhall be graciouſly 
* pleaſed to beſtow upon him. In teſtimo- 
* ny whereof, I have hereto figned my 
* name, this 25th day of March, of the 
year of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 777 


(L. 8) „ MACGCALHAENS HoM M.“ 


You will be apt to imagine the above is 
only caricature; but I muſt requeſt you ta 
give me credit when I affure you, I have 
mentioned nothing but literal and ſober 
matter of fact; neither is any buſineſs, ei- 
ther here or in Spain, treated with more 
gravity and ſeriouſneſs; nor is it at all ſur- 
priſing, if they act as I have every reaſon 

I 2 ws to 
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to believe they do, de bonne foi: the opini- 
on ſo prevalent in England, and which 1s 
ſupported by many grave polemic authors 
of a certain way of thinking, (who before 
they write ought in common prudence to 
be better informed) is evidently falſe ; 1 
mean, when they aſſert, that the Clergy in 


Catholic countries know better things, and 


keep the people in ignorance, only to have 
them the more in their power; at leaſt 1 
will anſwer for it, that the greateſt part of 

the Clergy in Spain and here, are upright 
in their intentions, and think they are diſ- 
charging the duties of their office, and, if 
miſtaken, are the firſt dupes in theſe coun- 
tries; in which caſe, it is not ſurpriſing 
that they lead aſtray the people committed 
to their care, 


But be that as it may; though I ſhould | 
rejoice to ſee the people here guided more 
by the dictates of Reaſon and Morality, yet 
my feelings are not ſo intimately intereſted 
in their concerns ; but I confeſs they were 
ſeverely hurt, as your's will alſo be, in the 
peruſal of my next. The late behaviour 
of your Commander in Chief to Colonel 
Bagot, is in every reſpect without a ſhadow 


of excuſe, My attachment to the glorious 


Conſtitution of England, and my wiſhes for | 
its 
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its continuance through a long ſucceſſion of 
ages, are unfeigned and ardent ; but I think 
that will be impoſſible, while your men in 
power continue to be actuated by principles 
ſo oppoſite to every idea of patriotiſm, juſ- 
tice and humanity, as you will find by my 
next epiſtle, Well may Bagot, whom 1 
take to be a worthy and deſerving Officer, 
exclaim with Hamlet in the Play, 
Who would bear the whips and ſcorns of the times, 


he infolence of Office, and the fpurns 
Which patient Merit of the Unworthy takes ? 


Adieu, Your's always, &c. &c. 
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LETTER YL 


Evora, 1 778. 


Dram BROTHTR, 


WZ leave this place to-morrow, and 
though I have picked up matter here alſo 
for your entertainment, I muſt acquit my- 
ſelf of what I promiſed in my laſt, before 1 


continue the account of our journey. 


But I muſt previouſly inform you, that 
Colonel Bagot 1s one of thoſe few unhappy 
Engliſh Officers who has remained in the 
Portugueſe ſervice, ever ſince the campaign 
of 1762 in this country, of which he now - 
heartily repents ; but being ſeduced by the 
whiſtling of a name, the proſpect of high 
rank, and the flattering behaviour of the 
Court to him at the beginning, he had ne- 
glected to purſue in time his promotion in 
the ſervice of his own country, till his prof- 
fers of ſervice there were made too late for 
his re-admiſhon, upon ſuch terms, as he 
could in decency accept: and by ſuch un- 
worthy and moſt injudicious refuſals, I am 
informed Lord A-— has loſt the ſervices 


of ſome Officers of real experience. 
| Before 
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Before Colonel Bagot had quite finiſhed 
reading the Major's certificate, as men-,, 
tioned in my laſt, Captain Gaynor came 
into the room, and told Bagot that the 
Chief Magiſtrate of the place with ſome 
other perſons were come to pay their reſ- 
pects to him and his company, and were 
in the next apartment. Poor Gaynor's paſ- 
ſion was already ſubſided, and he looked 
dull and melancholy. We paſſed into the 
next room, where coffee and chocolate were 
preſented, and after ſome unintereſting con- 
verſation and fulſome compliments, as 
uſual, had paſſed, the people from abroad 
retired ; and Lord Freeman, as well as my- 
ſelf, was particularly deſirous of renewing 
the converſation with Bagot and Gaynor, 
and of knowing why they did not endea- 
vour to extricate themſelves from a ſervice 
new become ſo diſagreeable to them; and, 
as they were on half-pay in England, to 
return to that of their own country, now 
that a French and American war required 
the attendance of Officers employed in fo- 
reign ſervice. Accordingly, after we had 
walked abroad in the cool of the evening, 
and Lord Freeman had given directions 
about finding a boat to carry us up the ri- 
ver as far as Mertola next morning, and 


ordered our horſes to be conducted by land, 
to 
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* 


to wait for us there, we returned to Gay- 
nor's quarters, when I took an opportunity 
of again introducing the converſation upon 
the ſame ſubject; and Lord Freeman ſaid, 
he thought there would be little difficulty 
in their being re- admitted into the ſervice 
of their own country, if they were ſeriouſly 
to ſet about it. And though they would 
no doubt enter in lower — than thoſe 
they held here, yet it was in every other 
reſpe preferable to the awkward and pre- 
carious ſituation they were in at preſent. 
Here Gaynor gave a broad and exprefſive 
ſtare at his Colonel, and Bagot fetching a 
wo ſigh, addrefſed Lord Freeman as fol- 
WS ! 


Being perſuaded of your Lordſhip's ſin- 
cerity, and that you will make no uſe of 
the information I have given, or may give 
you, that will be detrimental to us, I ſhall 
make the leſs ſcruple in ſatisfying your ou- 
riofity, concerning my own and Captain 
Gaynor's attempts to return to the ſervice 
of our own country, without ſucceſs. 


Some months before the late King's death, 
General Maclean, a Colonel in the Britiſh 
ſervice, who commanded the troops in Liſ- 
bon, and who was well acquainted with 
the ſituation of this aſſured me, 
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in a confidential converſation I had with 
him, that in a very ſhort time after that e- 
vent, there would hardly remain a Britiſh 
Officer in this ſervice, who could by any 
means get out of it ; and he himſelf was 
as active as poſſible in fulfilling his own 
prediction. In fact, the late King Joſeph 
was ſcarce cold in his coffin, when it was 
evident the new adopted ſyſtem was to run 
entirely counter to that introduced by the 
Marquis of Pombal, who was immediately 
diſmiſſed : the Clergy exulted, and the 
power of the Church, which had been pru- 
dently repreſſed, reſumed its domineering 
influence, with redoubled vigour : the vio- 
lent Churchmen, backed by an exhortatory 
Brief directed to the Queen, from his Holi- 
neſs the preſent Pope, ſolicited and obtain- 
ed the Royal Authority, again to perſecute 
and drag to the infernal dungeons of the 
nauſeous Inquiſition, the perſons of harm- 
leſs and inoffenſive individuals; and parti- 
cularly every baſe ſiniſter method was put 
in practice, to diſguſt every Britiſh Officer 
in the ſervice, and to render his ſituation 
diſagreeable ; I myſelf came in for my 
ſhare of this mean and unworthy behaviour, 
which prudence laid me under the cruel ne- 
ceſſity of putting up with at the time; and 
the hopes of ſoon getting out of their ſer- 
Vol. I. K | vice, 
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vice, made me look forward to the moment 
when I ſhould be able to tell them my mind, 
without diſguiſe or reſerve : I therefore ap- 
plied for a few months leave of abſence to 
go to England, as did alſo my friend Gaynor 
at the ſame time, who knows he was never 
much beloved by them, [here poor Gaynor 
could not help mumbling between his teeth, 
a ſet of pitiful R-——1s,*] and we readily 
obtained it. You muſt know, my Lord, it 
has always been an eſtabliſhed rule in this 
wretched ſervice, that, when an Officer 
obtains leave of abſence, he loſes his ap- 
pointments during that time; but, as a 
piece of indulgence to Foreign Officers, the 
late Miniſter generally ordered their ap- 
pointments to be paid them on their appli- _ 
cation, either before they went, or after 
they returned; and as neither Gaynor nor 
myſelf could boaſt of purſes ſtrong enough 
to ſupport a trip to London, and the ex- 
pence of remaining ſome time there, we 
applied to the new Miniſtry for the ſame 
indulgence, and were anſwered, that her 
Majeſty could not then order us our ap- 
pointments, not knowing how long our ab- 
ſence might be made by accidents, but 


that we might apply for them when we re- 
turned. | | | 


— 


Upon 
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Uponthe ſtrength of this anſwer, we found 
friends enough- in Liſbon to furniſh us mo- 
ney for the journey ; but on our return, ex- 
perience convinced us of the ſtudied mean- 
neſs and malice of this Jeſuitical anſwer, 
worthy indeed of the grovelling Jewiſh | 
character of the Marquis of Angeja, whom 
his friend King Peter immediately employ - 
ed to hold the purſe-ſtrings of the nation; 
but moſt diſgraceful to the crowned head, 
in whoſe name it was given, his view was 
evidently this ; that 1f, as he hoped, we 
did not return, he would ſave to the Trea- 
ſury, the miſerable pittance of money we 
would have carried along with us; and, if 
we did return, and apply for our appoint- 
ments, he would then have a defirable op- 
portunity of mortifying us by a flat refuſal, 
as it actually happened. 


We proceeded however to London, flat- 
tered with the ſoothing hopes of once more 
putting on a Britiſh uniform; and finding 
on our arrival, that ſome other Officers 
from Portugal had been already admitted, 
our expectations became the more ſanguine, 
though conſcious we were both unaſſiſted 
by friends or intereſt of any kind ; we were 
however properly introduced and preſent- 
ed to Lord A, by a General Officer to 

K 2 whom 
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whom we were both well known. His 
Lordſhip ſeemed attentive, while I explain- 
ed my ſituation to him—in hopes of inte- 
reſting him the more in our favour, I firſt, 
and I now find fooliſhly, began by deſcrib- 
ing to him, the ſad dilemma to which the 
Britiſh Otficers in this ſervice were reduced, 
by the unworthy behaviour of the Court: 
I then laid before him a ſtate of my ſer- 
vices in different parts of the world, during 
the laſt war, that I was then an old Lieu- 


| tenant in the 33d Regiment; and I ſhewed 


him a Commiſſion 1 had of the rank of 
Captain in the Army ever ſince 1761: I 
then told him, that, as I was ſtill in a con- 
dition to ſerve for many years, I hoped he 
would not think me unreaſonable in pre- 
tending to come in with the rank of a Field 
Officer, or, if that was impracticable, at 
leaſt, with that which I had in the army, 
ſo many years before; Captain Gaynor 
likewiſe explained his pretenſions, and he 
deſired us both to call in a few days on his 
Secretary Mr. M, who was then ſtand- 
ing at his elbow, and who would give us 
the King” s definitive anſwer, 


We accordingly attended the N 
as may be well ſuppoſed with a good deal 
of anxiety, mixed with hopes and fears, 

which 
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which alternately elated and depreſſed our 
ſpirits, and found him, like moſt other 
men in public office, ſuperciliouſly at his 
eaſe, inſenſible and callous to the feelings 
and diſtreſſes of others: without enquiring 


into any thing of the particular circumſtan- 


ces, which had engaged us in the ſervice of 
Portugal, he began with an exordium of 
abuſe againſt the Nation in general, uſing 
many indecent epithets, which however 
too nearly ſuit their real character: he ſaid, 

he was ſurpriſed how any Gentlemen of the 
ſmalleſt capacity or reflection, could be 


induced to throw away their time among 
ſuch a ſet of miſcreants, and that it was 


enough to run over their hiſtory ever ſince 
their acclamation of King John the Fourth, 


to ſee that, as often as England had run 


into their aſſiſtance, and ſaved the deſpica- 
ble family of Braganca from deſtruction, ſo 
often had the Engliſh, and generally all 


Foreign Officers- in their ſervice, been re- 
warded by the Portugueſe with inſolence 


and bad uſage; for that they were a nation 
ſo loſt in every mean and unmanly vice, 
that they were incapable of putting on 
even the appearance of honeſty or virtue— 
that we, in particular, were egregiouſly 
miſtaken, if we imagined that any rank or 
„ e titles we had obtained a- 

mong 
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mong them would be of the ſmalleſt avail 
to us on the preſent occaſion, of re- entering 
into the Britiſh ſervice. Then addreſſing 
himſelf to me, he ſaid, he had it in com- 
mand from Lord A—— to acquaint me, 


that his Majeſty having adopted the unal- 


terable reſolution of not admitting any 
Officers from half-pay into the ſervice, 
whatever their former rank might have 
been, unleſs they came in again with only 
Subalterns rank, he was particularly ſorry, 


on my account, that I could be admitted 


on no other, and that, if I choſe to accept 
of it, he would do every thing in his power 
to obtain for me the former rank Ihad in the 
ſervice as ſoon after as poſſible. And turn- 
ing to Gaynor, he told him very plainly, that 
there were ſuch numberleſs applications 
for Enſigncies in the army at preſent, ſup- 
ported by-intereſt on one hand, and money 
on the other, that Lord A could not 
take it upon him to give him any encou- 

ragement in his application, as he under- 
ſtood he was unaſliſted with either. I then 
aſked Mr. M— if we were to conſider 
the preſent as Lord A- definitive an- 
ſwer ? He immediately. replied, that moſt 
certainly; and that a thouſand future ap- 
plications would produce no other. We 
then took our leave of Mr. W, in ſuch 


a Con- 
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a condition, as may be eaſier felt than ex- 
prefled ; and, at parting, I took the liberty 
to tell him, that, had it been poſſible for 
me to have ſpoken with the King himſelf, I 
could not perfuade myſelf he would have 


fent an Officer of character, and of ſo 


many years ſtanding, from his preſence 
with ſuch an unjuſtand ungenerous anſwer. 


Next day I waited on the Portugueſe 
Envoy, now in London, (though utterly 
unknown to him) and having only heard a 
great character of him from ſeveral Officers 
who had known him in the army here. I 
laid my whole ſituation freely before him; 
and I muſt confeſs his friendſhip and gene- 
roſity did not deceive my expectations: 
nay, I will ſay more, the character, the 


conduct and ſentiments of that excellent 


perſon, ſeem in ſome ſhape ſufficient to 
compenſate for the rooted: and native baſe- 
neſs of a great number of his countrymen, 
he ſo little reſembles. Where he imbibed 
thoſe ſentiments I will not pretend to ſay. 

There are ſome very reſpectable characters 
produced in every country ; but this I will 


be bold to affirm, that their number in this 


country, bears no proportion to thoſe of an 
oppolite ſtamp, nay, is ſo ſmall, that it 
may be conſidered as next to nothing 2 

| | But 
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But to continue ; the worthy Envoy before 
he would permit me to return hither, and 
without telling me a word of it till done; 
made freſh applications in my favour in 
London, without any manner of effect ; 
and on many occaſions I had of converſing 
with him, reprobated, in the moſt pointed 
terms, the conduct of his country, to the 
Foreign, and eſpecially to the Britiſh Offi- 
cers ; ſaid, that the Queen muſt have loſt 


| her ſenſes, (que la Reine avait perdue I E/- 


prit) for ſhe ſeemed to pitch upon the beſt 
Officers on purpoſe to diſguſt them, and 
make them quit the ſervice ; that hardly 
any now remained who could better them- 
ſelves, except ſome mean mercenary wretch- 
es, who ſold their conſciences for a bit cf 
bread, and pretended to turn Catholics, to 
flatter the humour of a fooliſh and ſuper- 
ſtitious Court. Theſe things, he added, 

| Pierced him to the heart, ſeeing them ex- 
poſe themſelves to the contempt of all Eu- 
rope, at the very moment every other 
nation was intent on reducing the over- 
grown power of the Church, and keeping 
the inſolent and troubleſome Clergy within 
the proper limits of authority : inſtead of 
Which, in Liſbon, they were throwing more 
Power into the hands of thoſe Incendiaries, 
whoſe wretched diſputes and intrigues had 
| ſo 
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ſo often deluged Europe with blood, and 


What (he ſaid) added greatly to his vexa- 


tion, was to be a ſpectator of theſe crying 
_ abuſes, without having it in his power to 
prevent them ; that he would moſt willing- 
ly write to Liſbon in my favour, knowing 
how hardly 1 had been treated botli there 
and in London, but he was ſenſible that, 
as the Court then ſtood affected, his letters 
would be of no ſervice to me, and might 
moſt probably hurt himſelf ; he could 
therefore do no more for the preſent, than 
with us a ſafe voyage back to Portugal, re- 
commending to us that neceſſary degree of 
patience ſo uſeful in ſuch a ſituation. 


And thus, my Lord, hither we are but 
very lately returned from England, as you 
may ſuppoſe, in no very agreeable circum- 
ſtances, finding the proffer of our ſervices 
rejected in our native land, our perſons 
diſliked, and our ſervices undervalued and 
neglected, in the country where we are o- 
bliged to remain for a ſcanty ſubſiſtence, 
with hardly any other proſpect before us, 
but that of drudging on in the ſame condi- 
tion; nor any other hope of relief, but the 
diſtant and uncertain one of ſome change 
in cur favour, either in the adminiſtration 
of this country or in England; which, 

Vol. I. L conſidering 
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conſidering the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of 
life, will, moſt probably, when it happens, 
arrive too late. 


1 Good night, dear Charles, I am juſt going 
to bed though rather early, as we ſet out 
alſo early in the morning. Adieu. 
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„ 
Villa Vigoza, 1778. 
DEAR BROTHER, 


Tnouch I think I might ſafely leave you 
to make your own reflections upon the con- 
tents of my laſt, yet, as a profeſſional man, 
who feels the indecent behaviour of your 
Commander in Chief to the two brave 
Officers mentioned, much more home than 
you can poſſibly do, I cannot help obſerv- 
ing, that when Officers of real experience 
are thus neglected, and when pitiful paltry 
Intereſt ſhuts up all other avenues of pre- 
ferment in England, (as I have fo often 
heard it affirmed in Spain) their enemies 
will have but little to fear from an army 
ſo compoſed. As for the pretence of the 
unalterable reſolution the King is ſaid to 
have laid down, and which was made uſe 
of to Colonel Bagot as a reaſon for non- 
admiſſion, it is an inſult and mockery 
upon the common ſenſe of mankind, and 
totally unworthy of ſerious conſideration ; 
for if adhered to, it is doing no more nor 


leſs, than if the King were to tell Colonel 


L 2 Bagot, 


84 s KETeurxs oer 


Bagot, It is very true, Sir, and I ac- 
knowledge that you are an Officer of ta- 
lents and expetience—I knaw you have 
ſerved me faithfully both in Germany and 
America, and that you are at this moment 
in a condition to ſerve me much more uſe- 
fully and honourably than great numbers 
of unexperienced young men, who kfiow 
nothing of their duty, who have never ſeen 
ſervice, and whom I am daily promoting 
nevertheleſs to the ranks of Captain, Major, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel, and whofe time 
of ſervice, ſuch as it has been, is nothing 
in compariſon to yout's : Yet, having by 
and with the advice of my Secretary at 
War and of my Commander in Chief, laid 
down the above-mentioned rule, in order 
to increaſe their patronage and furniſh 
them with more ample means of doing in- 
juſtice to Officers of real merit, who have 
nothing but that paltry confideration for 
their protection, I am reſolved to adhere 
to it without exception, to deprive my/etf 
Jam forry for it) of your ſervices, which 
I am conſcious would be excecdingly uſeful 
to me, eſpecially at this prefent juncture, 
and yu of what is fairly your right and 
due, by doing you-fuch a flagrant piece of 
injuſtice.” Now, is it to be ſuppoſed, 
that there exiſts a crown'd Head at this 

| moment 
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moment in Europe, who by his actions 
would authoriſe ſuch reaſoning ? and a- 
mong them all, ſhall George the Third, of 
Great Britain be he ? No! I will never be- 
lieve it, and it is much more natural and 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that his confidence 
has been abuſed by intereſted and unprin- 
cipled fervants, as it happens to every 
King in Europe but one, who never puts it 
in their power to deceive him: finally, it is 
exactly ſaying, © Being conſcious that by 
the partiality of the promotions in the 
Army, many Officers of merit and ſer- 
vices, have been overlooked and neglected, 
and that they labour under the ſevereſt 
hardſhips and grievances on that account : 
now that theſe circumſtances are come to 
my knowledge, I am reſolved, by rigour- 
outly adhering. to the above unjuſt and 


- wanton rule, to put it for ever out of my 


own power to redreſs them.” ——Pelieve 
me, it was not by ſuch unwarrantable beha- 
viour to ſoldiers of fortune, that England 
roſe m former days, to that high pitch of 
military fame, from which ſhe is now deſ- 
N with fuch rapidity. 


We found it impoſſible to decide within 
ourfelves, whether our friendſhip, our eſ- 


teem or our ſympathy for the two worthy 
Officers, 
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Officers, had the predominance. . 
Freeman, as the ſpokeſman on our part, 
thanked Colonel Bagot particularly, for all 
the information he had given us, declared 
it was ſo much the more agreeable to him, 
as he had not formed the ſmalleſt expecta- 
tion of being entertained in this country ſo 
much to his ſatisfaction, and ſaid, that, if 
he thould have the good fortune of making 
ſuch valuable acquaintance in the other 
parts of the country he propoſed viſiting, 
he ſhould have reaſon to applaud the reſo- 
lution he had formed, of taking a tour in 
Portugal ; for he is not of the ſentiment 
of thoſe travellers, whoſe principal object 
is to pleaſe the eye with the ſight of fine 
buildings, beautiful landſcapes, or lofty 


mountains; nor of thoſe who pay much 


attention to what or when they eat or 
drink, or where they ſlept ; the inveſtiga- 


tion of men, not of things, is his aim: and 


a competent knowledge, he thinks, it ſhould 
be the traveller's firſt ſtudy to acquire of 
the language of the people he is among, 
their political, military and eccleſiaſtical 
government, the happy or -miſerable con- 
dition of the great body of the inhabitants, 
and of the cauſes producing the effects un- 


der his conſideration, together with a pro- 


per notion of the hiſtory of the country and 
Cn : of 
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of the preſent ſtate of Literature, of Com- 
merce and of the Arts and Sciences, as cul- 
tivated among them : he told them, he was 
but a poor Captain for the preſent, though 
the eldeſt ſon of a very rich man in Eng- 
land ; wiſhed moſt earneſtly it were in his 
power to be of any ſort of ſervice to two 
Gentlemen for whom he had ſuch a real 
regard and eſteem, and, after repeated ac- 
knowledgments, for the very hoſpitable 
reception we had met with, we took an af- 
fectionate leave of theſe two worthy Hiber- 


nians, who were alſo both very ſenſibly af- 


fected at parting with us. 


We embarked about two o'clock the 
next morning, as the tide then ſerved to 
carry us up the river, and arrived at Mer- 
tola, a place of note in former times, the 
Myrtillis Julia of the Romans; but now 
ſuch a miſerable looking place, that we 
immediately mounted our horſes, and pro- 
ceeded on our journey, upon a new-made 
road, for the moſt part excellent, but ſo 
overgrown with brambles and other weeds, 


that in ſome parts it was with difficulty we 


could get along. After travelling ſome 
hours, we ſtopped and opened our ſtores to 
take ſome refreſhment, and then continu- 


ing five leagues more, we arrived at night 
heartily 


SKETCHES OP 


heartily tired, at the city of Beja, the Pat 
Julia of the Antients, from whence two of 
my letters to you were dated. 


We found however nothing at this Pax 
Julia, to draw our particular attention, ex- 
clufive of its ſituation raiſed upon an emi- 
nence, in the midſt of an extenſive plain, 
which might eaſily be converted into a fine 
fertile country, but which lays a dreary 
uncultivated waſte, owing poſitively to the 
want of inhabitants, and to the indolence 
of thoſe few who cultivate the earth, by 
ſcratching the ſurface of it in a few ſmall 
ſpots, which appeared at vaſt diſtances 
from each other in the midſt of a brown 
and fruitleſs heath: here the young Prieſt, 
John Carlos, was of great uſe to us, by 
converſing with the peafants, whom we 
found ſurpriſingly courteous and ready to 
give us any information required ; and 
ſtruck me the more, as the Spaniſh peaſants. 
are in general remarkable for the very op- 
poſite diſpoſition, being haughty, rude and 
brutal to ſtrangers. We learned from the 
peaſants, that the new road, we travelled 
over from Mertola, had been made by or- 
der of the Marquis of Pombal, on occafion 
of his building the new town in the Algarve, 
to Y WIRES the tranſportation of goods to 


the 
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the interior country, and that it had been 
done by Corvee\, or by obliging the peaſants 
at the diſtance of eight or ten leagues round, 
to come and work upon the road, at their 
own expence, and without any ſort of gra- 
tification from Government, and that it ne- 
ver had been, and they hoped never would, 
be of any uſe. We were informed here alſo, 
that conſumptive people come from Liſbon, 


to breathe the pure air of this place, in the 


ſame manner they are ſent from England 
to Liſbon on the ſame account. 


At Evora, I was favoured with your's da- 
ted from Richmond, (where, you ſay, you 
have been to paſs a few days by invitation) 
which was remitted me by our correſpon- 
dent at Liſbon, and I am very happy to 
find, that you do not preſs me on the ar- 
ticle of returning ſo quickly to England as 
you mentioned at firſt; for if you did, I 
ſhould be laid under the neceſſity, either of 
not complying with your inclinations, a 
circumſtance which would diſtreſs me 
greatly, or I ſhould loſe the ſatis faction of 
a moſt agreeable and inſtructive party here, 
which I ſhould now quit with the moſt ſen- 
ſible regret. I find my eſteem ard value for 


Lord Freeman increaſe, in proportion as I 


become better acquainted with him, and 
l M | we 
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we are both unanimous in admiring the ea - 
pacity and quick parts of the young Prieſt 
we have in our company, and the eager 
deſire with which he ſeems to catch at every 
occaſion of obtaining inſtruction and infor- 
mation; ſo that perhaps, there never were 
three people, met together by accident, 
who concurred more perfectly in their pur- 
ſuits, humours and diſpoſitions. 


Before I ſtir abroad here I fit down to 
anſwer your letter, and to give you fome 
account of our adventures at Evora. 


TI cannot help remarking the ſingularity 
- of your friendly advice to me, and at the 
ſame time how very inconſiſtent it is with 
what has hitherto been the tenor of your 
own behaviour in that reſpect ; and I leave 
you to judge, which of us two either has 
been, or now is, in the beſt ſituation to 
think of marriage; I, a poor Captain in 
the Spaniſh ſervice, attached to a Regiment 
every year changing quarters, and ſubject 
to ſevere and tedious-marches, through hot 
duſty plains and uninhabited provinces, 
one year from Barcelona to Malaga, the 
next, from Malaga to Burgos, from thence 
again to Corunna and Ferrol, and from 
Ferrol to Cadiz, above ſix hundred Engliſh 
miles at a ftretch, with neither poſt-chaiſes 

nor 
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nor Engliſh inns upon the road, but only 
furhiſhed at the expence of his Catholic 
Majeſty, with the powerful aſſiſtance of a 
couple of (burros) jack-aſſes, to tranſport 
my perſon, my baggage and my dear dul- 
cinea, if 1 were married, as you would 
have me—or you, my dear brother, who 
have been ſo many years in a tip-top way 
in London, rolling in money and with the 
world flowing upon you, ſo as not only 
to ſupply every wiſh and want of your own, 
but alſo to enable you to behave, as you 
have done to me, with ſuch unexampled 


friendſhip and generoſity . 


You need be under no apprehenſion, of 
my having contracted any ſerious engage- 
ment in Spain; for though with the help 


of youth, a ſcarlet coat and a figure, 1 


imagine not diſadvantageous, I have had 
many opportunities of paying court to the 
Spaniſh ladies, and think them exceeding 


lively and agreeable, witty and chearful, 


even to a degree which little agrees with 
the characteriſtical gravity of the nation: 
yet matrimony is a buſineſs, which has ne- 
ver yet engroſſed my thoughts for 4 mo- 
ment, whatever may happen henceforward, 
now that I have ſo near a proſpect of ſpend- 
ng the reſt of 'my days in the boſom of 

M 2 ſweet 
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ſweet lerne, where I fondly imagine I ſhalt 
be more apt to catch the flame from' Iriſh 
beauty, than from any other whatever, 
not excepting even your London ladies, if 
what you ſay of their preſent mode of edu- 
cation be true, which I have no reaſon to 
doubt of : If fathers and mothers can re- 
concile it to their conſciences, to educate 
their daughters in the ignorance of every 


thing but diſſipation, extravagance and 


dreſs, what muſt they expect but to ſee 
them turn out jilts or ſtrumpets, whether 
married or not? and deſpiſed and diſliked, 


at beſt, for their ignorance, idleneſs and 


impertinence, by every man of ſenſe with 
whom they are connected. 


At Evora we put up at à tolerable inn, 
I mean when compared to moſt others of 
this country: this city was the Liberalitas 
Julia of the Romans, the birth- place of the 
famous Viriatus, as the Portugueſe authors 
inform us, and, for ſome time, the reſi- 
dence of Sertorius, after he was proſcribed 
by Sylla at Rome and had raiſed a rebel- 
lion in Spain; the country about it is cover- 
ed with vine-yards, interſperſed with corn 
fields, and there ſtands without the walls 
à large Carthuſian Convent called Scala 


Cæli, er the Ladder of Heaven; here a 


number 
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number of ſelf-· devoted, gloomy enthuſiaſts 
lead a voluntary life of abſtemious and un- 
availing inſipidity, which by a little cuſ- 
tom ſoon becomes habitual, and of no 
manner of coercion upon them, while the 
rigid and edifying appearance of ſuch aſce- 
tick virtue ſometimes ſtuns the reflection 
even of thinking men, and imprints for 
theſe recluſes in the opinion of the vulgar, 
an attachment and reſpect little ſhort of 
what would be afcribed to them after ob- 
taining the long withed-for Apotheoſis. 


As Lord Freeman had been taken 111 upon 
the road to Evora, owing, as we ſuppoſed, 
to ſomething improper he had eaten, and 
which put his ſtomach conſiderably out of 
order, and could not ſafely venture out the 
next day, John Carlos and myſelf kept him 
company till towards evening, when we 
walked to the Great Square, which is near- 
ly in the middle of the city, and at the foot 
of an eminence, on which the caſtle ſtands : 
There, we obſerved the ſame appearance of 
ſloth, langour and poverty; and as we ad- 
vanced into the Square, and were remarking 
the dark and gloomy ſituation of the ſhops 
under long deep arches, young John Carlos 
was ſurpriſed by an old Prieſt running up 
to him and taking him in his arms, and 

more 


* 
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more, at his addreſſing him in Engliſh, 
though with an accent in his pronunciation, 
which readily directed the hearer to gueſs 
at what had been his hative country. John 
Carlos quickly recollected having ſeen him 
the year before in Liſbon, when he came 
there on account of the new Government, 
to kiſs the King and Queen's Confeffors 
hands, and to beg the favour of their coun- 
tenance and protection. Doctor Butler (for 
that was his name) offered very frankly to 
accompany us, and ſhew every thing worth 
notice in or about the city ; but obſerving 
it was then rather late, and that we could 
fatisfy our curiofity much better the next 
morning, when he would be ready to wait 
on us, we agreed to his propoſal, provided 
he would favour us with his company at 
our inn, to which after ſome civil alterca- 
tion he conſented. We returned with him 


to the inh, where Lord Freeman, who was 


now pretty Well recovered, took care to 
thank the Doctor for the pleaſure of his 
eorapany, atid us for bringing him. The 
Doctor, who was well known in Evora, 
Where he lived for above thifty years, was 
Preſident of the Iriſh College eſtabliſhed 
there in the reign of King Peter the Second, 


fot the education of young ſtudents from 


lreland, who ſhould 3 return as 
Miſſion- 
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Miſſionaries, to ſupport the good old cauſe 
in their own country; but as the rents 
which ſupported the College had been moſt- 
ly alienated, or withdrawn, under various 
pretexts, during the late Adminiſtration, 
the eſtabliſhment had been almoſt aban- 
doned, inſomuch, that ſince the war in 
Portugal of 1762, not a ſtudent had been 
educated there, the Doctor alone being per- 
mitted to enjoy his ſcanty income, which, 
with the aſſiſtance of the Maſſes he ſaid, 
ſerved barely to ſupport him. 


The good old man (for ſuch he really 
appeared to us) ſeemed delighted with this 
opportunity of meeting with any of his 
countrymen, for he had philanthropy e- 
nough to conſider Engliſh and Irith as the 
ſame, and was exceedingly taken with Lord 
Freeman's manner, to whom he chiefly di- 
rected his diſcourſe. As we were fitting 
down to ſupper, the Doctor called the ob- 
ſequious landlord, and delivering him a 
key, ordered him to go to his College, and 
deſire his ſervant to bring him a double 
flaſk of his beſt wine, immediately adding, 
„for I know the ſour traſh you keep in the 
houſe is not fit for theſe Gentlemen to 
drink.” The landlord went, and ſoon re- 


turned with the Doctor's ſerv ant dear 
the 
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the flaſk under his arm. We ſupped, and 
talked of a variety of things, told the Doc- 
tor of our ſcheme of viſiting the Frontiers, 


and of our going to Elvas with a recom- 


mendatory letter which Colonel Bagot had 
given us to the Governor ; we then taſted 
his wine, which we found greatly ſuperior 
to any we had yet drank in the country, 
and begged to know where he procured it ? 
The Doctor ſeemed much pleaſed that we 
liked his wine, and faid, that as poor an 
Eccleſiaſtic as he was, he had always a few 
pipes of it his cellar, and that he had all 
the wine for his own drinking made by his 


particular directions, in which conſiſted 


whatever difference we had remarked be- 
tween it and the other wines of the country, 
and wiſhed heartily it were in his power to 
convey ſome of it to his good friends in Ire- 
land. Lord Freeman took that opportunity 
to fill a bumper to their healths, not for- 
getting the Doctor's own. The old man's 
eyes lightened up on the occaſion, and he 
aſked his Lordſhip if he had ever been in 
Ireland? to which he replied, he never had, 


but propoſed viſiting it with attention and 
care as ſoon as poſſible. The Doctor ſaid, 


that, though it was now near forty years 


A he had ſet a foot in his native coun- 


try, yet, Heaven was his witneſs, that he 


Nil 
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ſtill continued to ſend up his daily and fer- 


vent prayers for her happineſs and proſpe- 
rity ; that he knew very well how his 
countrymen were going on, for that he had 
ſome friends in Dublin who ſent him every 
ſix months, whole packets of their maga- 
zines and newſpapers, by the ſhips to Liſ- 
bon or St. Ubes, and that his great amuſe- 
ment in his retreat was the peruſal of theſe 
papers, after daily fulfilling the duties of 
his profeſſion ; that he was exceedingly 
happy to find them advancing in improve- 


ments, and particularly to learn that the 
noxious ſpirit of rancour and jealouſy be- 


tween the profeſſors of the old and new re- 
ligion was now almoſt extinguiſhed and 


forgotten, which promiſed the moſt per- 


manent benefits to the nation; and that 
nothing delighted him.ſo much, as to ſec 
Chriſtians of every denomination, worſhip- 
ping God in the manner they ſincerely be- 
lieved the moſt acceptable to him, and cloſe- 
ly embracing each other in the bonds of uni- 
verſal charity, benevolence and love. We 
were agreeably ſtruck with this juſt and li- 
beral obſervation, where we ſo little expect- 
ed to meet with it. Lord Freeman continued 
the converſation till it was late, and became 
ſo much the more pleaſed with the Doctor's 
company; and as he had ſtill many queſ- 
TE N tions 
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tions to aſk him, and wiſhed to be acquaint- 
ed with a number of circumſtances he was 
now ſenſible the Doctor could inform him 
of, he hinted as much to himſelf, aſſuring 
him, that though the taſting of his wine 
had agreeably ſurpriſed him, it was no- 
thing to the ſatisfaction he enjoyed in con- 
verſing with him. The Doctor obſerved it 
was already paſt his hour of retiring, and 
that at his time of life it was neceſſary to be 
uniform, but ſaid he would certainly wait 
on us in the morning and be of every ſer- 
vice to us in his power, on condition that 
we promiſed to accompany him to his Col- 
lege to breakfaſt, where we ſhould find 
every thing in the old Iriſh way, and a diſh 
of as good chocolate as ever was made in 
Spain; this being agreed on, we parted. 


The next morning the Doctor conducted 
us to the Caſtle, now moſtly in ruins, but 
ſtanding high in the middle of the town, 
and from whence we had a charming prof- 
pect of the rich adjacent country; What 
a ſhame (cried the Doctor) that ſo fine a 
country ſhould be in the hands of ſuch 
wretches! No country on earth produces 
finer grapes, nor worſe wine than this 
where we now are, entirely owing to their 
ſlovenly manner of making it! They have 
not 
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not a barrel, nor any kind of wooden veſ- 
ſel in the whole province, and they make 
and keep all their wine, in large ill-bakeq 
earthen jars, and mix lime and chalk in it, 
by way of fining it down; and tranſport it 
from place. to place, in dried hogs ſkins, 
ſewed up and pitched all over within and 
without, which renders the wine totally 
unfit for any Chriſtian to drink ! See, Gen- 
tlemen, what an extent of country to the 
ſouthward covered with heath ! what would 
not that produce, if the vine were planted 
there, or if it were covered with corn and vil- 
lages? for there is not a ſpot that would not 
admit of cultivation; had we but hands to oc- 
cupy the ground, this province alone could 
furniſh wheat for the whole kingdom at leaſt; 
inſtead of which we are yearly importing 
vaſt quantities of bad grain from abroad— 
will you believe me, Gentlemen, when I al- 
ſure you, that only the tythe of the wheat 
which the pariſh of the Cathedral Church of 
this city, pays to the Chapter, amounts to 
above ſixty thouſand of your Engliſh pecks? 
and yet the country is ſtarving, and miſery 
ſtares you 1n the face, which ever way 
you turn yourſelf,” He next carried us to 
the Cathedral, Where is your Archbiſhop ? 
(ſaid Lord Freeman) Never where he 
ought to be, (replied the Doctor) he has 
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not appeared once here, ſince he came to 
take poſſeſſion of his See; he is too great a 
man to do the duty of the good Shepherd ; 
Oves ſuas Paſtor non cognoſcit, nec Paſto- 
ris notitiam oves habent—he 1s Inquiſitor 
General, Regent of the Courts of Juſtice, 
and I know not how many other employ- 
ments beſides, his friend the late Miniſter 
heaped upon him, though he 1s the moſt 
uninformed and dulleſt fellow ever put on 
the habit of St. Auſtin: He then led us to 
what had been the College of the Jeſuits, 
an immenſe building now going to ruin, 
though, ſince their expulſion, the late fa- 
vourite had made a feeble attempt to ſet up 
a ſilk manufactory in it, which, for want of 


ſupport, ſoon fell to the ground, as happen- 
ed to moſt of his manufactures. 


We afterwards mounted all on horſeback 
to ſurvey the famous aqueduct, built by 
Sertorius, and ſtill in uſe, which conveys a 
noble ſtream of water to the city, ſo excel-. 
lent, that the inhabitants call it (asua de 
prata) the ſilver water, brought from a 
fountain at about five leagues diſtant ; 
the Doctor alſo ſhewed us ſome traces and 
remains of the Roman wall, which had ſur- 
rounded the city, and which their King, 
Don F ee had ordered to be thrown 


down 
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down about the year 1380, at the very 
time he had wantonly engaged in a war 
with Don Juan, King of Caſtille ; we then 
obſerved the modern fortifications_ about 
the city, which are now full of breaches, 
and the Doctor made ſome remarks upon 
their deſign and uſe, which to us appeared 
perfectly juſt and appoſite. Laſtly, we 


went to viſit the Recluſes of St. Bruno, 


where we obtained ready acceſs by the 
Doctor's means; but Lord Freeman hav- 
ing before ſeen the Reverend Fathers of la 
Trappe at Paris, found nothing new in this 
Caſtle of Indolence, though its appearance 
ſtruck young John Carlos much. The 


ſhelves of their Library were filled as uſual 


with the ſame dull, polemical and biogra- 
Phical Works, thickly interlarded with mi- 
racles ; and the only book which attracted 
our notice was an excellent copy of Homer's 
Had, in folio, which Lord Freeman was 
ſtrongly tempted to carry along with him, 
and aſked the Reverend Librarian preſent 
what it was ? He replied, that he believed 
it was an old Hebrew or Arabic book, 
which had remained there from the time of 
the Moors, but that none of the Maſters 


now in the Convent underſtood it! Lord 


Freeman was by this the more encouraged, 
and juſt going to mention it to the Keeper, 
| and 


102 S$SKEtET7CHES Or 


and offer him money for it, when the Doc- 
tor interpoſed, telling him it was impracti- 
cable, and a thing not to be attempted, for 
that by their inſtitution they had it not in 
their power to alienate the moſt trifling 
thing belonging to the Houſe. 


We now returned to the Doctor's apart- 
ments at the College, very well diſpoſed 
for breakfaſt; and we were regaled with 
very good tea, eggs, freſh butter and good 
cream, for the firſt time we had ſeen it in 
the country. 


It was now however almoſt time to de- 
part, and our horſes were waiting for us, at 
the ſame time we were delighted with the 
good ſenſe of the Doctor's converſation, 
which we expreſſed ourſelves exceedingly . 
ſorry to loſe; Lord Freeman even took the 
liberty to pray the Doctor would give us his 
opinion, formed by long experience and ob- 
ſervation, of the ſtate of this country and 
the character of its inhabitants, expreſſing 
his confidence of how much he was aſſured 
ſuch information would abridge our la- 
bour, in becoming truly acquainted with 
the national genius and diſpoſition. The 
Doctor, perfectly well (diſpoſed to oblige 

us, and after telling us was perſuaded | 
| 5 1 "WE 
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we would make no improper uſe of what 
he would ſay, expreſſed himſelf as you 
ſhall be informed, in my next. Tull then, 
adieu. 


LE T- 
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Dear BroTHER, 


We put up at a miſerable inn here this 
night, having made an excurſion from 
Villa Vigoza, to viſit the banks of the Gua- 
diana and the Garriſon of Olivenca, which, 
though beyond it, and on the Spaniſh ſide, 
yet belongs to the Crown of Portugal, with 
a conſiderable territory round it. 


To believe the Portugueſe hiſtorians, it 
is all clafſic ground which we have been 
reconnoitring, and the ſcenes of their moſt 
brilliant actions and encounters with their 
natural enemies the Caſtillians, who are 
not however diſpoſed to give them ſuch a 
ſhare of credit for their military atchieve- 
ments, which I may have occaſion to touch 
upon in a future letter: In the preſent, I 
ſhall give you the Doctor's information, as 
mentioned in my laſt, as I think it really 
uſeful for any one who wiſhes to be ac- 
quainted with the national character. 


I hold him of all men (ſaid Doctor Butler) 
the moſt unpardonable ſort of impoſtor, 
who, 
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who, under pretext of confidential friend- 


ſhip, endeavours to diſguiſe the truth, and 
to miſlead thoſe, who he perceives have in 


any manner relied upon his information or 


direction; and for this reafon, in what I 
have to ſay to you, I ſhall prefer truth to 
every other conſideration,” even ſhould it 
bear ſometimes hard upon my own clerical 
character and profeſſion; for though there 
be truly a number of wicked and profligate 
men in this kingdom, who cover the baſe- 
neſs of their actions with the ſacred habit 
of St. Peter, yet all their miſconduct and 
miſconceptions no more affect the real eſ- 
ſence of our holy faith, than the moſt pierc- 
ing cold can affect the Adamant, or a cloud 
of locuſts the Sun : moreover, Gentlemen, 
your own experience, as you proceed in 
the country, will be the beſt comment up- 
the propriety of the obſervations I ſhall 
make, which muſt be few and general, as 
the day is already well advanced, and you 
have a pretty long ride, before you can 
reach any place of repoſe. 


In my own mind I can trace the ruined. - 


and conſumptive ftate of all modern Spain, 
from the cruel and unjuſt expulſion of the 
Jews and Moors ; but the barbarous uſage 
which the former met with in this country 

Vor. I. _ 566 eſpecially, 
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L E . 
Jurumenha, 1778. 


DraR BROTHER, 


W put up at a miſerable inn here this 
night, having made an excurſion from 
Villa Vigoza, to viſit the banks of the Gua- 
diana and the Garriſon of Olivenca, which, 
though beyond it, and on the Spaniſh ſide, 
yet belongs to the Crown of Portugal, w th 
a conſiderable territory round it. 


To believe the Portugueſe hiſtorians, it 
is all claſſic ground which we have been 
reconnoitring, and the ſcenes of their moſt 
brilliant actions and encounters with their 
natural enemies the Caſtillians, who are 
not however diſpoſed to give them ſuch a 
ſhare of credit for their military atchieve- 
ments, which I may have occaſion to touch 
upon in a future letter: In the preſent, I 
ſhall give you the Doctor's information, as 
mentioned in my laſt, as I think it really 
uſeful for any one Who wiſhes to be ac- 
quainted with the national character. 


I hold him of all men (ſaid Doctor Butler) 
the moſt unpardonable ſort of impoſtor, 
who, 
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who, under pretext of confidential friend- 
ſhip, endeavours to diſguiſe the truth, and 
to miſlead thoſe, who he perceives have in 


any manner relied upon his information or 


direction; and for this reaſon, in what I 


have to ſay to you, I ſhall prefer truth to 


every other conſideration, even ſhould it 
bear ſometimes hard upon my own clericat 
character and profeſſion; for though there 
be truly a number of wicked and profligate 
men in this kingdom, who cover the baſe- 
neſs of their actions with the ſacred habit 
of St. Peter, yet all their miſconduct and 
miſconceptions no more affect the real eſ- 
ſence of our holy faith, than the moſt pierc- 
ing cold can affect the Adamant, or a cloud 
of locuſts the Sun: moreover, Gentlemen, 
your own experience, as you proceed in 
the country, will be the beſt comment up- 
the propriety of the obſervations I ſhall 
make, which muſt be few and general, as 
the day is already well advanced, and you 


have a pretty long ride, before you can 


reach any place of repoſe. 


In my own mind I can trace the ruined. - 


and conſumptive ſtate of all modern Spain, 
from the cruel and unjuſt expulfion of the 
Jews and Moors ; but the barbarous uſage 
which the former met with in this country 


Vol. I > eſpecially, 
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eſpecially, has been juſtly retaliated as a 
curſe upon it ever ſince, for it has remained 
comparatively a deſert ; and the forced 
converſions which their great King D. Ma- 
nuel, was ſo zealous in forwarding, fixed 
a prodigious quantity of Jewifh blood in 
Portugal, which has found its way into 
moſt of their families, of diſtinction parti- 
cularly, and is fo eaſily to be diſtinguiſhed 
in their features, tempers and dripofitions. 


One thing which muſt ſtrike an accurate 
obſerver, who is in any degree acquaint- 
ed with the Spaniards and Portugueſe, is, 
the ſurpriſing contraſt in the characteriſtical 
diſtinction ſo perceptible between the ſame 

claſſes of people in theſe two kingdoms; 
In Spain, the (Hidalgo) Nobleman is what 
he ought to be ; brave, ſincere and liberal, 
both in his ſentiments and actions—in 
this country he is perfectly the reverſe. As 
you deſcend among the Spainards, the na- 
tional character vitiates, and it is well 
known the Spaniſh peaſant is a proud, beg- 
garly, infolent, brutal animal—in this 
country, the lower you deſcend in rank, the 
perſonal character riſes and improves upon 
you ; and I dare ſay, you have not met 
with a peaſant where you have yet travel- 
led, who has not been courteous — affable, 
g to 
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to a degree hardly to be found in any other 
country; and I may venture to aſſure you, 
that if you keep this remark in view, you 
will find it juſtified by your own expc- 
rience. 


I wiſh on the prefent occaſion I coul 
with juſtice except the Royal Houſe of Bra - 
ganca from the general cenſure on the Por- 
tugueſe Nobility, ſed magna eſt veritas et 
prevalebit; the truth is, if there has ever 
been any thing of Royalty in that family, 
it has been entirely owing to the ſtation in 
which their countrymen placed it; and 
probably, had it not been for his Wife, a 
noble Spainard, D. John the Fourth, would 
not have taken up the Crown they ſet be- 
fore him: his ſons, D. Afﬀongo and D. Pe- 
dro, ſpent their time in low intrigucs a- 
gainſt each other, married the ſame wo- 
man, and were ſupported in their throne, 
by the French and the Engliſh, and by the 
aſſiſtance of Count Schomberg, the Earl of 
Inchiquin, and a number of good Foreign 
Officers: King John the Fifth ſpent his time, 
either in the company of Prieſts or women, 
formed the Church of Liſbon into a Patri- 
archate, let his army dwindle to nothing, 
encouraged bigotry, the Inquiſition, and 
the Nobility, When growing old, to make 

O 2 himſelf 
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himſelf the longer fit for the company of 
the ladies, he took c-nth—d-s, the effects 
of which debilitated him ſo much, as to 
throw him into a lingering diſorder; and 
having lived like a Sultan in the enjoyment 
of his fayourite pleaſure, he had both time 
and all the means of converſion and recon- 
ciliation with Heaven, which diſingenuous 
and flattering Prieſts could afford him, to 
die like a Saint; ſo that his ſubjects aid of 
him, (que viveo como quiz, e morreo como quiz ) 
that he lived and died exactly as he could 
have wiſhed, | 


The adminiſtration of this country dur- 
ing the laſt reign, was marked by very 


different features : 'A reſolute and overbear- 
ing Miniſter, centered every channel of 
power and authority in himſelf alone; a 
weak and puſillanimous King, rendered 
diffident by the diſloyalty of his own Nobi- 
lity, threw himſelf entirely into the arms 
of his Miniſter, as being the only perſon he 
could truſt; and the Miniſter, conſcious he 
was hated or deſpiſed by the Nobility, loft 


no opportunity their own folly and impru- 


dence afforded him, to curb their infolence 
and reduce. their authority. A perſonal 
..._ quarrel the Miniſter had with a Jeſuit, the 
King's Confeſſor, at the beginning of his 
adminiſtra- 
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adminiſtration, added to other pre-exiſting 
cauſes, made him ſeriouſly and heartily re- 
ſolve on ſetting eyery engine to work for 
the deſtruction of the Jeſuits, which he at 
laſt accompliſhed. The earthquake of 1755 
ſerved only to confirm his authority and 
render it more abſolute, and then it was he 
became perpetual Dictator. The war with 
Spain, which followed ſome years after, by 
the introduction of Foreign troops into the 

kingdom, and of a number of Foreign 
Officers among the national Regiments, 
enabled him to ſet his foot effectually upon 
the neck of the Clergy, ſo that from that 
time to the concluſion of his power, they 
never durſt lift up their heads; he did 
a great deal of good, and likewiſe much 
harm, all proceeding rather from perſonal 
and ſelf- intereſted motives, than from any 
regard to the good of his country. He re- 
duced the numbers of religious houſes, and 
diſcouraged or ſuppreſſed the rage of enter- 
ing into the religious life. He ruined or 
impoveriſhed the mercantile part of the 
ſubjects, by throwing the trade (which he 
affected much to encourage) into the hands 
of excluſive companies, compoſed of ſome 
favoured individuals, who were the only 
gainers, while the great body of thoſe whoſe 
ſubſiſtence depended upon trade, were pe- 
riſhing for want. 


After 
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After the war, he might have formed 
fuch a compleat little well provided army, as 


whole land-force Spain could have brought 
againſt it, and in doing this, he had the aſ- 


in Europe, for his profeſſional capacity, and of 


doing ſo, he neglected the Army, 4nd thought 
it too expenſive. He behaved in the moſt 
ſhuffling and diſſatisfactory manner to the 
Count la Lippe, and treated moſt of the 
other Foreign Officers with inſolence or ne- 
glect, ſo that iz beſt friends conſidered 
his behaviour in' this particular as a para- 


dox ; and they were at a loſs to account 


for his neglecting the army, which had 

been the beſt means of eſtabliſhing his au- 

thority, and would be his only reſource, if 

that authority ever came to be called in 
' queſtion. 


The laſt act of his government, and when 


the King his maſter was on his death-bed, 
was to marry the Preſumptive Heir of the 
Crown, a weak and fooliſh boy of ſixteen 
years of age, to his own Aunt, a woman 
paſt one and thirty ; that boy himſelf being 
the mawkiſh and inceſtuous production of 
the Uncle and the Niece, the prolent 1 
| and 
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would have effectually bid defiance to the 


ſiſtance of a very able General, well known 


ſeveral experienced Officers ; but inſtead of. 
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and Queen—the King being Uncle to the 


Princeſs of the Brazils and Father of the 


Prince, and the Queen, Mother of the ſame 
and Siſter to his Conſort ; and this act was 
a worthy concluſion of ſuch a tempeſtuous 
adminiſtration. 


The late King's death was the ſignal of 
the Miniſter's diſgrace; and thetruths and 
untruths induſtriouſly circulated againſt 
him by above eight hundred perſons of all 
conditions, whom he had kept in durance, 
and who were now releaſed, augmented 
and inflamed the popular roar of clamour 
and obloquy, which accompanied him to 
his retreat, to which he retired with all the 
ſteadineſs of an antient Athenian, exiled 
by the law of Oſtraciſm. He has been ſuc- 
ceeded, as is uſual in ſuch cafes, by one 
of his greateſt antagoniſts, who, during the 
former adminiſtration was obliged to keep 
very quiet, and to exert all the low cun- 
ning he is ſuch a maſter of, to be permit- 
ted to live in peace; for he is allowedon all 
ſides to poſſeſs all the bad qualities of his 
predeceſſor in office, and that perhaps to 
2 more eminent degree, while impartial . 
Judges, and the leaſt addicted to ſcepticiſm, 
doubt whether he inherits any one of his 


virtues. 


According 
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According to a common obſervation, the 
preſent time and government is ſacred and 
muſt not be meddled with; and indeed, as 
you are going to Liſbon, and will ſee and 
hear with your own eyes and ears, it will 
ſpeak for itſelf; only I muſt give it as my 
opinion, that the Church ought not to aſ- 
fume fo extenſive a part in the political 
drama, as I ſee it is now doing, for it muſt 


in conſequence neglect its own proper 


functions and ſacred vocation, and when 
it does ſo, it becomes hurtful, inſtead of 
doing good; nay it is even indecent, to ſee 
the Queen's Confeſſor interfere ſo much in 
temporal affairs, or the other honey- 
mouthed Fryar, the Engliſhman, or rather 
the Scotchman, the King's Confeſſor, writing 
eſſays which expoſe him to public ridicule; 
but what mortifies me moſt of all is, to ſee 


that the Queen has permitted the Inquiſition 


to reaſſume its long abdicated authority; 
for this circumſtance will make all r 


ery out ſhame, upon ſuch a Queen and 


ſuch a Government. 


As ſoon as Doctor Butler had concluded, 
Lord Freeman got up and embraced him, 
thanking him ſincerely for ſuch a ſubſtan- 
tial and compendious account as that he 


had bs: us, of what we ſo much defired to 
know; 
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know; ſaid, he would take care to ſet the 
proper value on it, and begged to know if 


we could poſſibly be of any ſervice to him 


where we were going? the Doctor replied, 
that there was not any thing with which he 
would preſume to trouble us, wiſhed us a 
happy journey, and aſſured us, his hearty 
good wiſhes and prayers for our ſafety, 
ſhould accompany us wherever we went. 


Judging of my two companions by my- 
ſelf, I can aſſure you, we parted from our 
good friend Butler with heavy hearts; we 
ſtopped half way to Villa Vigoza to bait 
our cattle, and there ſtretched under the 
ſhade of ſome ſpreading pines, recipro- 
cally endeavoured to do juſtice to-our ſenti- 
ments of the man, and ſincerely regetted 
that ſo worthy a perſon ſhould be buried 
in ſuch obſcurity. 


While we were thus paying the tribute 
we thought due to our friend Butler's cha- 
racter, a man upon a mule came up to us, 
bringing a note from the Doctor to Lord 
Freeman, encloſing a letter for a Gentle- 
man of his intimate acquaintance at Elvas, 
who, the Doctor ſaid in his note, he believ- 
ed, would be of more real uſe to us, than 
the Governor himſelf, who never lodged 
any Gentlemen from abrcad in his own 

Vor. I. 8 houſe; 
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houfe ; whereas he knew the other would 
be infinitely obliged to him for ſending us 
to him, and that it had entirely eſcaped him 
to give us the letter before we left Evora, 
owing to our being fo much taken up in 
„ 1 other converſation. "0 


After peruſing the good Doctor's note, 
deſiring many compliments and thanks to 
him, and rewarding the meffenger for his 
trouble, we continued our journey to Villa 


Vicoza. 


I am juſt going to lie down in my cloak, 
as it is late, and I hear my friends already 
ſnoring on the ground here about me.— 


Good night. 
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Caſtel Branco, 1778. 


Dear BROTHER, 


I Have not written you a line for three 
weeks paſt, as we have all had our hands 


fo full, I have only had time to aſſiſt my 


memory by making occaſional notes of 
what I thought would have been apt to 
ſlip it, in giving you an account of our 


travels, and for which I think our viſit to 


the garriſon of Elvas particularly has ſup- 
plied ſome materials, which will not be 
found altogether unworthy of your peru- 
ſal. When ſuch ſtriking examples of na- 
tional character as we there ſaw, paſs be- 
fore the eyes of a perſon poſſeſſed of but 
a middling ſhare of judgment, to take off 
a true copy, as in my deſcription of them 
I ſhall endeavour to do, they can hardly 


fail of furniſhing a ſober and rational en- 


tertainment to every inveſtigator of human 
nature, much more ſatisfactory than all 
the flowing and fictitious deſcriptions to be 
found in the numberleſs volumes of Novel 
and Romance. | | 
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But before I proceed, I muſt tell you, 
that I am anxious to know how far you 
reliſh the method I have followed in treat- 
ing the ſubject in my preceding letters, nor 
ſhall I reſt ſatisfied, till I either find what 
have already written has obtained your 
approbation, or you give me your more 
particular directions how you would have 
me proceed in future; I therefore entreat, 
you will be particular in anſwering me on 
this point by your firſt letter after the 
receipt of this, in the certain hopes of 
which, I now proceed to fill up the interval 
of our hiſtory ſince my laſt letter, dated at 
Jurumenha, (where, though we {ſlept in 
our cloaks, we were almoſt devoured by 
bugs, gnats, and cock-roaches) to the pre- 
{ent moment. 


It is very fortunate, that Lord Freeman's 
notion of travelling, and his methods of ob- 
ſervation happen to be ſo ſimilar to my 
own, for had they been the contrary, of 
courſe we ſhould have ſeparated before 
now; but as we are, and conſidering that 
by keeping together we are of reciprocal 
advantage to each other, of which his 
Lordſhip profeſſes himſelf perfectly ſenſible, 
I believe we ſhall not part till at leaſt 
we reach Liſbon; he is particularly aſſidu- 
Ka OUS 
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ous in picking up ſuch books as give any 
deſcription of the part of the country we 
travel through, in order to verify them by 
his own obſervation; and as we knew we 
were traverſing that part of the province 
of the Alentejo, which had been the princi- 
pal ſcenes of the various wars and wages 
between the Portugueſe and Caſtillians, eſ- 
pecially ſince the acceſſion of the Braganga 
family, we reſolved to take a military view 
of the grounds, places and ſituations; and 
on the ſpot to compare them. with the beſt 
accounts we ſhould be able to obtain. As 
ſoon as our young Prieſt, John Carlos, be- 
came ſenſible of our intention, he did his 
utmoſt to aſſiſt us in our ſcheme : at Villa 
Vigoza, he reſpectfully waited upon the old 
Prieſts, the Fryars and the principal inhabi- 
tants, and by an agreeable manner natural 
to him, having inſinuated himſelf into 
their good graces and gained their eſteem, 
towards which his clerical dreſs did not a 
little contribute, he then, with many com- 
pliments on the bravery of their country- 
men, told them what he and his fellow tra- 
vellers deſired; upon this, we were quickly 
furniſhed with recommendations to the Con- 
vents near the grounds we wiſhed to exa- 
mine, or with guides who conducted us th 
the field of battle of Ameixial, of Montes- 

claros, 
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claros, of Montijo, or any other place we 
defired. The Prieſts were every where zea- 
lous and ready in producing any books 
they either had or could procure, to aſſiſt us 
in our reſearches: we employed ſome days 
in theſe peregrinations over different diſ- 
Aricts of that country, and the Fryars every 
where permitted us to examine ſuch old 
manuſcript records of the wars of the Fron- 
tiers, and of the Spaniſh ſucceſſion, as were 
preſerved in their Archives; and the ſame 
thing happened, when, leaving Villa Vigo- 
Za, and travelling through the Tapada “, 
we came to the city of Eſtremos, where, 
by the diligence and induſtry of John Car- 
los, we made freſh diſcoveries, which gave 
us great ſatisfaction and very much enhan- 
ced to us the value of our young friend's 


company. 


At laſt we arrived at Elvas, where we 
propoſed making ſome ſtay : when we ap- 
proached the gate, one of the centinels at 
the barrier called out to us in a haughty 
tone, aſking from whence we came, and 


* Literally an encloſure: The Tapada at Villa Vigo» 
za, which is a Royal ſeat, is a large hunting park be- 
longing to the King, entirely ſurrounded with a high 
ſtone and lime wall. This park is twelve Engliſh miles 


long, by ſix miles broad. 
| what 
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what buſineſs brought us there? John Car- 
los anſwered, that we came from Eſtremos, 
and had letters for his Excellency the Go- 
vernor ; the centinel then conducted us to 
the Commanding Officer of his guard, who 
ſent us with an armed ſoldier holding the 
bridle of. each horſe, to the Governor's 
preſence; we were kept in that ſituation, 
walting at his door in the ſtreet, where the 
mob ſoon gathered to ſtare at us: when his 
Excellency had done hearing Maſs, he or- 
dered us to be admitted, and Lord Freeman 
preſented the letter he brought for him, 
which, after peruſing, the Governor ſaid 
he was very happy to have the honor of 
knowing us, that his own houſe, the Regi- 
ments under his command, the adjacent 
Forts of St. Lucia and la Lippe, nay the 
whole Province of the Alentejo were en- 
tirely at our orders, to diſpoſe of them as 
we ſhould think proper, that he hoped we 
would excuſe him for the preſent, as he 
was obliged to go to the Deſpatch, and beg- 
ged the favour of our company at dinner, 
which, he ſaid, was exactly at one o'clock. 


This ceremonious piece of buſineſs being 
got through with the Governor, who was 
wrapped up in a long baize cloak, our 


next was to find out the Gentleman, to 
| whom 
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whom we were recommended by Doctor 
Butler, and as he is the chief Engineer of the 
Garriſon, it was enough to mention his 
name, which every ſoldier knew, and we 
were quickly at his houſe : Mr. de Valers, 
(for that is his name) was not within, but 
his Lady very politely deſired us to walk 
up, for that he would return very ſhortly 
from Fort la Lippe, where he had gone as 
he did almoſt daily, to look after his artifi- 
cers and workmen employed there ; ſhe 
then ordered chocolate, and did her beſt to 
entertain us, though ſhe ſpoke only the lan- 
guage of the country, when Monſieur de 
Valere entered, a tall thin-looking figure, 
already of a certain age, but active, nim- 
ble and vigorous, and like moſt French- 
men, perfectly well ſet upon his legs. 
Lord Freeman delivered him the letter he 
had for him, which Valere juſt run over, 
and ſaid, he would immediately write 
his old friend Butler a letter of thanks for 
having directed us to him; ** Meſhieurs, Je 
ne ſuis que franc Picard, (ſaid Mr. de Valere) 
vous trouverez chez mol toute la franchiſe 
Anglaiſe et tres peu de la Ceremonie Fran- 
caiſe, encore moins de la Portugaiſe; voici 
les apartemens (opening the doors of two 
Ins rooms) ou vous dormirez dans 
trois 
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trois lits de Campagne en Soldats, entrez 
et ſortez comme bon vous ſemblera; mon 
epouſe et mes domeſtiques ſont egalement 
bien diſpoſes a vous obeir, et pour moi, Je 
ne ſerai content de la maniere dont Je 
vous aurais recu, pour en rendre conte a 
mon ami le Docteur, que ſelon ce que vous 
me ſemblerez I etre.” 


The converſation was now carried on 
entirely in French, in which Lord Freeman 
and myſelf were as ready as in our own 
language; our young Prieſt underſtands it 
alſo very well, but from want of practice, 
was not fo ready in ſpeaking it, and was 
therefore greatly pleaſed with this oppor- 
tunity of improving in his pronunciation, 
as he quickly did, and was much encourag- 
ed by the familiarity and wonderful open- 
neſs of Valere's manner, which perfectly 
delighted us all; for he talked away at a 
great rate on a variety of topics, told us 
of his intrigues when a volatile young fel- 
low, of his fighting, of his drinking and 
rioting: In the mean time a meflage came 
from the Governor, deſiring the favour of 
the Major General's company to dine with 
him, (for ' Valere has that rank in the ſer- 
vice) on which he ſtarted up and exclaimed, 

—A ca, Metheurs ; il eſt temp de nous 


Vol. I. Q Peigner, 
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peigner, call your ſervams and dreſs 
quickly, Allons ; for we ſhall have another 
meſſage from old Square: toes, calling us 
to dinner, before we are ready. 


We arrived however in time, and dinner 
was then ſerving up; the Governor's Lady 
was the only woman at table, and had much 
more the appearance of his grand-daughter, 
than of his wife; ſhe was wrapped up in 
her long baize cloak, but her hair was done 
up prettily with flowers and topaz combs, 
and a few diamond ſprigs, without any 
cap; the Governor was alſo in his cloak, 
and there had been ſome freſh powder 
thrown upon his ancient wire wig, ſince 
the morning ; he took his place on the 
Lady's right hand, defiring Valet to fit on 
her left; Lord Freeman fat next Valere, 
and a prodigious fat man, in an Officer's 
uniform, with the Croſs of Malta at his 
breaſt, ſat next the Governor, his name 
was Don Joad, and the company gave him 
the title of Excellency; he did not ſay a 
word the whole time of dinner, but he ate 
and drank very ſucceſsfully and with great 
apparent ſatisfaction, and laughed immode- 
rately, when the Governor or Lady hap- 
pened to ſay what they wiſhed to be taken 
for a witty TO? his eyes quite diſappear- 


ing 
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ing on ſuch occaſions, and his prominent 
belly heaving and being affected with ſtrong 
convulſive motions. The reſt of the compa- 
ny, which was numerous, took their places 
according to their ranks; the Carving 
Knight “ at the lower end of the table, ſerv- 
ed the company round, who were ſtiff 
and ceremonious, neither was the aid of the 
chearing glaſs called in, to exhilarate the 
gueſts, but it ſeemed as if the water, of 
which they took deep draughts, produced 
the ſame effect; his Excellency Don John, 
in particular, ſwilled down a three-pint 
tumbler, brimful of the chryſtal liquor, at 
a draught, and made Lord Freeman ſtare. 
At laſt, the Governor called for a wine-glaſs, 
into which was poured about a thimbleful 
of that liquor, and he drank to our healths ; 
we took the opportunity, as well as Valeré, 
to return the compliment, but had our 
glaſſes better filled, and this we repeated 
twice more to the healths of the Lady and 
of Don John: One of the Prieſts, who 
ſeemed to be a wag, called for wine repeat- 
edly, on which the Lady began to rally 
Kon and told him, he drank like a Maure- 


* hn oi of boats; which Bil anifs at Cover: nad” 
in ſome Noblemens' families in Portugal. 


© | gato 


124 SKETCHES OF 


gato“ or an Engliſhman; here the Governor 
calling for another drop of wine, drank to 
the King of England's health, putting the 
glaſs to his lips, but did not taſte the liquor 
either time; the Prieſt drank again, and 
talked, and it ſoon appeared he was the 
eſtabliſhed wit of the company; the Lady 
ſimpered, and Don John continued to 
laugh, as the French ſtile it, a gorge deployee!, 
or with all his might.. As ſoon as din- 
ner was over, a folding door behind the 
Lady opened, and the company paſſed 
into the next apartment, where the De- 
ſert, conſiſting of ſweet-meats and fruit, 
was ſet out on a much. ſmaller table ; 
the company took their ſeats, and was 
not crowded, for above half of them had 

diſappeared. 


The principal luxury of a Portugueſe en- 
' tertainment, as I find, conſiſts in the De- 
ſert; each of the company takes one or 
more ſpoonfuls of liquid ſweetmeat, and 


* The Mauregatos are a ſort of great Fraternity of 
Carriers of Goods upon mules, through many of the 
interior proyinces of Spain ; they are the Harrieros Yan- 

gueſes of Don Quixote, and are remarkable for their 
fidelity,” with regard to any truſt committed to their 
care, and for never admitting perſons of equivocal cha- 
ractery | into their Society. 


; ; the 
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the more it is charged with ſugar, the more 
reliſhing it is eſteemed : a ſervant ſtands 
behind each chair with a large tumbler 
filled with very cold water, which they 
drink immediately after the ſweetmeats. 
Their Epicureans and Refiners in the plea- 
ſure of eating, (ſuch as D. John) drink off 
the water ſlowly, in order to protract the 
delightful ſenſation the cold water raiſes in 
the palate, when mixed with the ſweet- 
meat it had juſt before been ſo ſtrongly 
impreſſed with; and which they aſſert, 
very far exceeds the reliſh of the fineſt 
wine that can be drank. It is true, the 
water-drinkers in Spain, as well as in 
this country, who, eſpecially among the 
higher ranks, are by far the majority of 
both nations, diſtinguiſh with wonderful 
nicety, every gradation of difference be- 
tween the reſpective waters they taſte, 
and which would be totally impercepti- 
ble to us, who have our ſenſe of taſting 
comparatively dull and blunted, by the 
frequent uſe of wine and other intoxicat- 
ing liquors, 


But to return——The company after- 
wards eat of the different fruits, and drank 
a glaſs of Malmſey Madeira, Which was 


ſet upon the table in ſmall half- pint ä 
wit 
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with very ſmall glaſſes, gilded about the 
edge ; but we could not drink the wine, it 
being ſo ſweet and luſcious. After much 
converſation about nothing, coftee appear- 
ed, and Lord Freeman took an opportunity 
of aſking the Governor's permiſſion to viſit 
the Fort La Lippe—Valere gave him a pull 
by the ſleeve, but too late, to prevent his 
having a refuſal. The Governor, very 
properly referred to Valere himſelf, to wit- 
neſs the poſitive orders they had from 
Court, that no perſon whatever, who was 
not actually an Officer in the ſervice, ſhould 
be permitted to ſee it : That another Eng- 
liſh traveller, alſo an Officer, had paſſed 
that way about a year before, and had 
been extremely deſirous of ſeeing it, with- 
out its being poſſible to indulge him, for 
the ſame reaſon. The Governor expreſſed 
much fegret at not being able to comply 
with our requeſt, ſaid, that we might viſit 
the whole Garriſon and Fort St. Lucia with 
the Major General, and deſired the favour 
of our company on the Glacis the next day 
forenoon, when he would order out one of 
the Regiments of the Garriſon, to ma- 
neeuvre” before us; we thanked him, aſſur- 


ing him we would wait upon him, after 


which, we for that time took our leave. 
We 
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We did not go to our Seſta “, as every 
body elſe did, but with Mr. de Valeré pe- 
rambulated the ramparts of the Garriſon, 
which we found in good order, and every 
thing in its place, owing to the care and in- 
duſtry of Valere, who explained to us 
whatever was neceſſt ary for our inſtruction 
or information; we found the ſoldier's bar- 
racks and the caſemates, of which there 
had been many conſtructed lately, very 
clean, decent and comfortable, the ſoldiers 
appeared well dreſſed” and had a martial 
air. Mr. de Valerè offered to introduce us 
to the Nuns of -St. Claire, which is there 
reckoned a compliment ; but Lord Freeman 
declined it, agreeing however, to accom- 
pany him in the evening to the Biſhop's Pa- 
lace, where there is a ſort of aſſembly, and 
where we might play a rubber of whift. 
Pray, Sir, (ſaid Lord Freeman to Valere) 


In warm countries, ſuch as Italy, Spain and Por- 
tugal, where, generally ſpeaking,” the weather is clear, 
and the inhabitants are moſtly in the practice of riſing 
much earlier than in England, the human body cannot 
furniſh ſpirits ſufficient to reſiſt the effects of the vio- 
lent heat, through the whole day, without ſome re- 
freſhment ; it is therefore the univerſal practice to go 
to ſleep for ſome 1 aſter dinner, which in thoſe 
countries is over early, and this time of repoſe, which 
laſts for two or three hours, is in Portugal . the 
ton, and in Spain the Siefta. 

who 
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who was the monſtrous fat Officer who ſat 


next the Governor at dinner? A beaſt, (re- 


plied the other) an animal, a true emblem 
and epitome of Portugueſe Nobility, mais 
n' allez pas croire Meſſieurs que ce ſoit la 
Matiere qui penſe, ou bien ſi celui-la poſ- 
ſede le don de penſer Il ne l' emploit que 
ſur le manger et le boire et a ſe procurer 
des bardaches. He is one of four brothers, 
like himſelf, of an ancient family; the eldeſt 
of them, in poſſeſſion of an ample family 
eſtate, marricd a daughter of the late Mi- 
niſter, whom he hated and deſpiſed ; but 
ſo circumfianced, that making uſe of his 
reaſon for once in his life-time, he diſco- 
vered, that it was better to be bound by 
marriage, than by four thick ſtone walls, 
Theſe brothers, whoſe family name is 
Vilhena, will fit and drink you any quan- 
tity of wine or punch with-the Engliſh, or 
of water with their countrymen, without 
being the leaſt affected with either. Dur- 
ing the campaign of 1762, and for ſome 
years after, when there were ſtill many 
Engliſh Officers in this ſervice, they made 
repeated attacks upon theſe brothers, in 
the way of drinking punch, wine, or any 


\ © Other ſtrong liquor, and were conſtantly 
foiled and carried off the field, while the 


brothers remained 'triumphant. Here is, 
indced, 


a m—_— ow Is 4 444 
* 
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indeed, true animal life, without perception, 
or information of any kind, bodies without 
ſouls, eating, drinking and ſleeping, the 
chief end and buſineſs of the noble family 
of the Vilhenas; however, it were devontly 
to be wiſhed, that all their brethren of the 
Nobility, were as innocent and harmleſs as 
they are: The Gentleman you ſaw, is the 
youngeſt brother, and is Colonel of the Re- 
giment of Cavalry of this Garriſon, but 
has not mounted on horſeback theſe five or 
ſix years paſt, as it has not been poſſible to 
find a horſe able for his weight; fo that, I 
ſuppoſe, after increaſing a little- more in 
magnitude, he will be appointed as his 
other brothers have been ſucceſſively, when 
unfit for other duty, nominal Governors of 
ſome old Fort or Caſtle, to give them the 
_ privilege of wearing a ſcarlet coat with a 
broad lace upon it, and of waddling into 
Court on a holiday, to kiſs her Majeſty's 
hand. 


Lord Freeman returned to the charge, 
and begged to know, why ſo great a part of 
the company retired immediately after din- 
ner, and did not come in to the Deſert? To 
anſwer that queſtion, (ſaid Mr. de Valere) 
will, I am afraid carry me too far at pre- 
lent; however, you muſt know, my Lord, 
r R that 
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that we have here a number of books of 
regulations, for the diſcipline, cloathing, 


 ceconomy and ſo forth, of the troops, indeed 


too many of them, and perhaps chiefly for 
that reaſon, ſo little minded or obſerved, 
Count la Lippe's regulations not excepted ; 
but we have one book entitled, The perfect 
Portugugſe Captain, written many years ago, 
and highly applauded and approved of by 
the Holy Office and Twenty Prieſts or Friars 
of different Orders; this book is ſtill held 


in high eſteem; by the Nobility and princi- 


pal perſons of the Army; it contains indeed 
little or nothing concerning the military 
duty of the Officer, which has not been a- 
brogated by more modern regulations but 
on the other hand, it is quite the mirror of 
politeneſs and decorum : It teaches the Offi- 
cer how many plaits he is to have in his 
ſhirt, and how many curls in his wig, the 
exact breadth of the lace on his coat, how 


he is to bow and kneel, when he comes into 


a room, as you ſa them this day kneel to 
the Lady; it explains to the Officer, after 
the moſt diffuſe and edifying manner, all 
his duty as a Catholic Chriſtian, the nature 
of all the Sacraments, and how he is to re- 
ceive them, proves. the truth of the real 
preſence ſo forcibly, as to convince all wha 
before believed it, compares his kneeling 


at 
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at the altar to eat the Deity, to the honor 
of ſitting down at table to dine with his 
General,. and he is particularly careful in 
directing the Subaltern and Captain how 
they are to behave in this ſolemn act; tells 
them, they are to keep their eyes modeſtly 
fixed on the plate of diſh immediately be- 
fore them; that they are to tuck one end of 
the table-napkin under their chin, and to 
place the other under the plate they eat off, 
that they are to hold the ſpoon or knife 
in the right hand, and the fork in the left; 
with many other directions of equal conſe- 
quence, and that, moſt patticularly, as ſoon 
as dinner is ovet, and the Deſert ſerved, and 
before the General ſhall eat his ſweetmeat, | 
every Subaltern who ſhall happen to be at 
table muſt riſe up and retite, and this was 
the. true reaſon why ſo many Officers did 
not come in, as you ſaw this day, to the 
Deſert. | 


Lord Freeman . what could be 
the meaning of ſuch a humiliating diſtinc- 
tion towards the Subalterns of the Army ? 
Mr. de Valere told him, he believed it was 
becauſe at the time that book was written, 
and till Count la Lippe's regulations took 
place in 1963, no Subaltern had a commiſ- 
lion * by the King; but their authori- 


R 2 ty 
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ty to act as Subalterns, was only ſigned by 
the Captains of the reſpective companies, 
and by the Vedor Geral * of the Province 
where the Regiment happened to be at the 
time of ſigning, the Subalterns being then 
generally taken, as they ſtill continue moſtly 
to be, from the menial ſervants of the No- 
bility, | 

I muſt conelude here for the preſent ; but 
{ſhall in my future letters, and before I leave 
this place, continue my account of the 1n- 
formation we got from General Valere, and 
of his own adventures, which really would 
appear very like a tale made at pleaſure, 
were he not a character of the moſt acknow- 
ledged uprightneſs and veracity ; and I be- 
lieve you will by this time have formed no 
very elevated opinion of the Portugueſe 
Subaltern Officers; you will indeed judge of 
them and of every thing elſe I relate, by 
the facts and circumſtances I mention, and 
which are unqueſtionable; and not by any 
opinion of mine, when I venture to give it, 
which is ſubject to error, and to convey miſ- 
taken information, Adieu. 


* The Pay maſter-General eftabliſhed formerly in 
every province, but aboliſhed in 1763, when there was 
a Treaſurer-General of the Army appointed in Liſbon. 


LE T- 
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LET WA 
Caſtel Branco, 1998. 


DAR BROTHER, 


Whar a delightful country might this 
be made, and would ſoon become, were it 
in the hands of the Englith, French or Iriſh, 
inſtead of the ſlovens who now polleſs it? 
—In our perambulations here this morning 
we happened to ſtumble into the Convent 
of the Capuchin Fryars ; indeed our atten- 
tion was called thither by a ſhrieking we 
heard of womens” voices as we paſſed by | 
the door of the Church; on entering, we | 
ſaw two of the Fryars dreſſed in their Sur- | 
plices and Stolas, ſtanding before the great 
Altar, and reading from their Breviary the 
Office of Exorciſm of Demoniacks, on thoſe 
poſſeſſed with unclean Spirits. Before them 
there lay upon the ground three women, 
dreſſed in black petticoats and a ſort of veil 
or mantle, which covers the head and the 
whole hody' down to the knees or lower, 
and is 2 the univerſal dreſs of all the 
women in Church. Two of theſe women 


howled piteouſly, and the other was ſhriek- 
ing. 


| 
/ 
| 
* 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
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ing and tearing her hair, and making the 
ſtrangeſt contortions of her features, and 
the more ſo each time the Acolyte, accord- 
ing to the form preſcribed, ſprinkled them 
with the holy water, by means of a pretty 
large bruſh he dipped into it ; but in a 
ſhort time the Devil ſeemed to leave them 
For my part, I had ſeen and heard ſo much 
of thoſe miſerable tricks that J left them, 

Lord. Freeman obſerving, that the two 
Fryars were tall ſtout-looking young men, 
and in his opinion extremely proper for ex- 
orciſing the women; and we afterwards 
were. told, that they were the only two of 
the whole Converit ſkilled in the art of 
exorciſing, and as ſuch ſent for all over 
that part of the country. 


But 'this is not what I wanted to men- 
tion——On leaving the Church we walked 
into the Cloiſter, and finding a door open, 
paſſed through into the garden or orchard 
of the Convent : there we met ſeveral of 
the Reverend Fathers, who wete baſking: 
in the ſun, and on finding which was the 
Father Guardian, we made up to him, po- 
litely ſaying, we hoped he would excuſe 
the liberty our curioſity had prompted us 


to take of viſiting his garden, upon the 


condition of Which we paid him a compli- 
ment, 
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ment, though it little deſerved it. His 
Reverence upon this was yery gracious, 
and among other plants he ſhewed us the 
real Tea-tree growing there, in a good and 
flouriſhing condition: he ſaid it had been 
planted there many years ago by a Fryar 
of their Convent, who had brought it with 
him ejther from Japan or China, he could 
not tell which, whither he had been ſent 
as a Miſhonary. The fact is, that I ſaw it 
growing in their garden in the open air, 
and to convince us of it, he gave us ſome 
of the dried leaves he had gathered fome 
time before, as the other Fathers witneſſed, 
which we brought with us and made tea of 
them for breaktaſt, and I may ſafely ſay, 1 
never drank any tea more palatable. 


You will remark, that all this is out of 
my road, as in fact it is, but I could not 
well avoid mentioning it as paſſing under 
my eye here; I ſhall now proceed with 
Mr. de Valere. 


The extraordinary account he had given. 
us of the Subalterns of the Army being 
compoſed of the Servants of the Nobility, 
had raiſed our curioſity to know, what ſuch 
an abuſe was to be aſcribed to ; this Mr. de 
Valere ſaw, but knowing he had not then. 


time ta enter into ſuch a diſcuſſion, remind- 
ed 
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ed us it was then time to repair to the 
Biſhop's, as we had agreed, and thither we 
accordingly went. On the way Mr. de Va- 
lere told us, that this Biſhop was come of a 
noble family of Engliſh extraction, that he 


often boaſted he had Engliſh ribs in his 


body, and would ly receive us very 
graciouſly ; and that, as to his perſonal 
character, he was the moſt intriguing, miſ- 
chievous Eccleſiaſtick he had ever been ac- 
quainted with; that he made it his buſineſs 
to quarrel with every Governor appointed 


to the Garriſon, by exciting falſe accuſa- 


tions and informations againſt them, and 
by aſperſions, through intermediate per- 
ſons, on their characters; that he differed 
with an Englith Governor who was ap- 
pointed there during the war, an Officer 
of very great reputation and abilities, un- 
der the pious pretext, that a perſon of the 
fair ſex had. come from Liſbon to viſit him, 
which ſcandalized the Biſhop's pretended 
delicacy, at the fame time he himſelf kept 
a couple of Miſtreſſes in the houſe with 
him, under the denomination of nieces, 
with whom we would moſt likely play 
cards that very evening. 


We were now got to the gate of the epiſ- 
copal Palace, were announced and uſher- 
| ed 
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ed into a large ſaloon, tolerably well fur- 
niſhed, and hung with crimſon damaſk, 
where there was already ſome company aſ- 
fembled. After ſome time, the Biſhop came 
in, preceded by three young Eccleſiaſticks, 
and followed by his two nieces; the com- 
pany paid their reſpects, and we were pre- 
ſented and received with great cordiality 
many queſtions were atked concerning our 
travels, how we liked_the country, and a- 
bout the war in America ? of which the 
Biſhop ſeemed to have the moſt confuſed 
ideas; after much ceremony and time, ſal- 
vers of dry ſweetmeat and glaſſes of water 
were offered to the company, after which 
ſome bad tea and coffee were handed about ; 
theſe being removed, the card-tables were 
placed ; the Biſhop requeſted Lord Free- 
man to draw, a card for his own party, 
compoſed of the Governor, who had juſt 
then come in, and his youngeſt niece ; on 
drawing for partners, the niece fell to Lord 
Freemen's ſhare, and the two old Gentle- 
men were beat hollow the firſt rubber, 
with which the Lady ſeemed ſo pleaſed, 
that the inſiſted on not drawing for partners 
for the ſecond, during which Lord Free- 
man thought it was time to correſpond with 
ſome gentle ſqueezes he had felt repeatedly 
upon his toes, while playing the firſt rub- 
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ber, but would not then venture to make the 
ſmalleſt motion till he could aſſure himſelf 
they proceded from the Lady, and not per- 
haps accidentally from one of the two Gen- 
tlemen on his right or left ; by caſting his 
eye unperceived under the table, as they 
hegan the ſecond rubber, he faw the Lady's 
feet ſtretched out very well towards his own, 
and had no more doubt of the part he was 
to act, and the play now went on both un- 
der the table and above it, and the two 
young perſons came off again victorious ; 
at the third rubber the Biſhop inſiſted they 
ſhould draw for partners, which being done; 

the Lady drew Lord Freeman, and the two 
veterans again attacked them with no bet- 
ter ſucceſs than before. 


I played at another table, and had the ho- 
nor of the other niece for my partner the 
whole evening, in which we played only 
two rubbers and came off victorious alſo ; 
our opponents, one of whom was an Offi- 
cer, and the other a Judge, dreſſed in his 
gown, with a large croſs at his breaſt, 
took up much of our time in abuſing and 
finding fault with each other's play ; and 
during their altercations I obſerved that 


they gave each other the lye direct repeat- 
edly, without the leaſt appearance of offence 


On 
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on either ſide, or of any emotion of ſur- 
priſe among the ſpectators, who were nu- 
merous. ; | 


It was now time to retire, the Biſhop 
ſeemed very gracious, and the two Ladies, 
who had been both ſucceſsful, appeared 
very happy ; Lord Freeman's partner 
thanked him for having aided her ſo effec- 
tually in winning two broad pieces from the 
Governor. The Biſhop, himſelf, on our tak- 
ing leave, attended us to the door, aſſuring 
us, he would pay us his reſpects in perſon, 
and offering us, in a long ſtring of com- 
mon-place compliment, his Palace, him- 
ſelf, his Cathedral and every thing elle he 
poſſeſſed, all at our ſervice and command. 


On our return home, Valers told us very 
frankly, that, had it not been on our ac- 
count, he would not have drivelled away 
ſo much of his time among a ſet of people, 
whoſe kindeſt wiſh to him was, that his 
throat were cut; I obſerved to him, that 
it muſt then be an uncomfortable feel to 
live among ſuch people, in which he aſ- 
ſented heartily, and added with a ſigh, that 
he could give us ſuch an account of his ſi- 
tuation as would appear almoſt incredible; 
that, had he been an Engliſhman, he cer- 
tainly would have blown out his own 

82 brains, 
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brains, with half the provocation he has 
had to do it; but, that the conſideration of 
an infant family, entirely dependent on 
himfelf, was what had chiefly reſtrained * 
him. Lord Freeman then informed him of 
the dumb intrigue he had commenced at 
the Biſhop's under the table, and aſked him, 
if all the women of quality of the country 


were of ſuch facility of addreſs in matters 


of gallantry ? The Frenchman laughed hear- 
tily at the recital, and ſaid that in that way 
allo he could relate to us ſuch adventures— 
that gallantry in Portugal required great 
{ki1l, patience and addreſs; that it was dan- 
gerous, by no means on the part of the La- 
dies, who of themſelves are the beſt and the 
kindeſt creatures imaginable, but on ac- 
count of the jealous eyes, of male and fe- 
male Arguſes, with which the object in 
queſtion is, to her infinite regret, conſtant- 
ly ſurrounded; for the mothers well know, 
by experience, that this is the beft fecurity 
they can have for the preſervation of their 
daughters virtue; but that on ſuch occa- 
ſions, when the unmerciful knife was once 


* unſheathed, it ſeldom returned to its ſca b- 


bard without doing miſchief; that intrigue 
here was as different from the fame thing 


| in Paris or London, as the two greateſt op- 
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poſites, and muſt be as differently managed: 
here we were called to ſupper. 


The next day we were on the Glacis at 
the time appointed ; the firſt Regiment of 
the Garriſon: was drawn out and waiting 
for the Governor; the uniform was new 
and well put on, it was blue turned up 
with ſcarlet, with a white cape and orange- 
coloured cuffs, a white waiſtcoat and yel- 
low breeches; ſuch, it ſeems, was the late 
Count la Lippe's taſte in the compoſition of 
uniforms: Soon after the Governor appear- 
ed, preceded by all the Staff Officers of the 
Garriſon on horſeback ;, he was himſelf 
mounted on a fine capering horſe, with a 
full-pique ſaddle, rifing ſix inches above the 
ſeat before, and as many behind, with large 
embroidered furniture, adorned with long 
gold fringes and taſſels; he was followed 
by two ſervants with two. led horſes, and 
two other ſervants. mounted alſo, with ſad- 
dle-cloths having his Arms embroidered on 
them, expoſed and ſuſpended over the left 
arm of each; there was likewiſe a large cloth 
portmanteau, of the colour of the livery, 
ſtuffed full, and with his Arms wrought 
upon it, fixed on the ſaddle before each ſer- 
vant; when the Governor approached the 
line, he was received with preſented arms, 
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with the three ruffs, and the colours drop- 
ped; the exerciſe then followed, and the 
manceuvres, which were performed with 
tolerable exactneſs. 


The Governor returned to his Garriſon 
in the ſame parade with which he had iſ- 
ſued; and we rode with Valere round its 
environs, as well as thoſe of Forts St. Lucia 
and la Lippe. As we were riding about, I 
am ſurpriſed, General Valere, (ſaid Lord 
Freeman to him) that, ſituated as you ap- 
pear to be in this country, you have not the 
fineſt Army in the world; a fine climate 
you certainly have, hardly any conflicts 
with the elements, like thoſe we are daily 
expoſed to in our Northern regions; your 
men, as you tell me, are well cloathed and 
appointed, then what ſhould poſſibly pre- 
vent their being always in excellent order ? 
Alas! my Lord, (faid Valere) did you ever 
hear of an Army without Officers, or can a 
ſingle Regiment or company be ſaid to exiſt 
without them ? here again you bring me 


-into a field, it is not in my power to tra- 


verſe over with you now; you know the 
Governor and ſome of the princtpal Officers 
of the Garriſon dine with me to-day, it is 
time for us to wait upon them. Before you 
leave us, I hope to be able to ſatisfy you 

„ on 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 143 


on every ſubject we have yet touched upon, 
mean time what preſſes moſt muſt be firſt 
attended to : on ſaying this, we all return- 
ed to the Garriſon. 


The Biſhop was this day likewiſe of the 
party, Mr. de Valere having requeſted that 
honor of him the preceding evening ; the 
company met about one o'clock, the uſual 
hour of dinner in this country : Valere 
had an old French ſoldier in his ſervice for 
many years, who was an excellent cook 
upon occaſions ; this man was ſet to work, 
aſſiſted alſo by his maſter's own directions, 
and ſent them in a dinner much beyond 
every thing the Biſhop or the Governor 
could produce; the fricaſſee's, the petits pate's 
and the piquant ſauces of a delicate haricot, 
and of a dith of fine red-legged perdrix aux 
choux, tickled their palates moſt agreeably, 
and obtained the higheſt encomiums: As 
the Portugueſe, in general, live very ab- 
ſtemiouſly, excepting in the affair of ſweet- 
meats, that may be one reaſon, when they 


ſit down to a real good dinner, that they 


eat. without mercy, as it happened on the 
preſent occaſion; the Biſhop and the Gover- 
nor ate like a couple of plouyhmen and D. 
John like a monſter. Mrs. Valere did not 


appear, though ſhe was within hearing: 


Valeré 
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Valerè had ſome dozens of old burgundy in 
his cellar, and thought this was a good oc- 
caſion to produce them; he therefore or- 
dered a bottle of it to be ſet upon the table, 
near each of the gueſts, giving us before 
hand a hint of his intention : at dinner 
Lord Freeman filled his glaſs and drank to 
the health of the Governeſs, Valere and 
Don John ſupported him, and the Biſhop 
could do no leſs; the ſame was ſeverally 
repeated to the Biſhop's two nieces, the Eng- 
liſhmen's politeneſs was acknowledged by 
their drinking at the ſame time with us; 
all was now mirth and converſation, and 
the burgundy had viſibly diſſipated the 
cloud which uniformly lowered upon the 
Biſhop's brow, he filled his glaſs and drank 
to the health of the King and Queen of 
England, immediately after which a gene- 
ral diſcharge of the artillery of the Garriſon 
was heard; as ſoon as it was proper after- 
wards, Lord Freeman filled his glaſs to the 
brim and ſtanding up, drank to the health 
of the King and Queen of Portugal, in 
which the whole company joined, and an- 
other diſcharge of the artillery followed; 
Don John talked this day, as well as laugh- 
ed exceſſively, and called vociferouſly for 
more wine; he, the Biſhop and Governor 


all enquired of Valere, from whence he had 
| his 
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his wine? for ſuch they had never before 
taſted ; they were no leſs inquiſitive con- 


cerning his cook, praiſed his dinner extra- 


vagantly, and wiſhed they had ſuch wine 
and ſuch a cook of their own ; like children, 
who deſire to poſſeſs every thing they 
reckon valuable, which they fee in the 
poſſeſſion of others. 


The deſert and coffee being over, the 
Biſhop and Governor both declared they 
had never ate and drank ſo much, and feem- 
ed vaſily pleaſed, but deſired their carriages 
might come to the door, tor that they alto 
never had more occaſion to fleep the ſeſta : 
Before ke took his leave, the Biſhop infiſted 
Lord Freeman and the reſt of the company 
mould dine with him the next day; the Go- 
verhor conſented, provided they all dined 
with him the day following; things being 
thus ſettled, the company ſeparated. 


We now propoſed viſiting the City of 
Badajox, at three ſhort leagues diſtance in 
the Spaniſh Eſtremadura, the Garriſon of 
Campo-mayor, the field of battle of the 
lines of Elvas, fought in 1658, with every 
other ſituation, according to the plan we 
had laid down, and which John Carlos had 
hitherto been ſo active in helping us to exe- 
cute. Upon communicating our ſcheme to 
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Mr. de Valere, he inſiſted on accompanying 

us, and approved much of ſuch an idea 
we all rode to Badazox next morning early, 

returning to the Biſhop's to dinner. 


The ſame evening, Valere told us, that, 
to convince us how much he was diſpoſed 
to forward and aſſiſt our military reſearches 
in this country, he would indulge us with 
the peruſal of a paper in his poſſeſſion, of 
great value, both on account of the cha- 
racter of the writer, and particularly of the 
tubject matter it treats of, ſo intereſting to 
whoever ſhall in future be charged either 
with the attack or defence of the land fron- 
tiers of Portugal: In fact, this paper was no 
other than an authentic copy of a memorial 
of the Campaign of 1762 in Portugal, com- 
poſed for the King, by the late Mareſhal 
General Count la Lippe, who commanded 
the Portugueſe and Engliſh forces acting on 
this ſrontier, againſt the united forces of 
France and Spain, who were at leaſt five or 
ſix times their number. 


We greedily ran over the whole manu- 
ſcript that very evening, and aſter retiring to 
our bed-chambers I had began to copy it; 
but would not proceed without Valere's 
permiſſion, which we requeſted and obtain- 
ed the next morning as we again rode out, 

reſtifying 
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teſtifying to Mr. de Valerè at the ſame time 
our unfeigned ſenſe of the weighty obliga- 
tion he had now laid us under—with this 
copy in our hand (faid Lord Freeman) we 
will now viſit Valencia d' Alcintara and all 
the frontier to the Tagus, we will examine 
the famous paſs of that river at Villa Velha, 
with the grounds which General Burgoyne 
occupied; we will go over thoſe rugged 
and barren mountains the Mareſhal General 
deſcribes ſo minutely, we will go as far as 
Almeida, and, if we have time, even to 
the banks of the Douro, where General 
O'Hara oppoſed Count O'Reily's entrance 
into the Beira on that ſide. My dear Valcre, 
(added he) it 1s not in my power to tell you 
how much you have obliged us. 


We had gone that morning to viſit the 
Garriſon of Campo-mayor and the frontier 
between that and Elvas, which 1s all in- 
tereſting ground, -but were obliged to re- 
turn ſooner than we wiſhed on account of 
the Governor's dinner: I hate theſe great 
dinners of ceremony, (ſaid Lord Freeman) 
they break in upon the whole day and run 
away with a great deal of time, miſem- 
ployed in guzzling and grimace, or at beſt 
in idle vague diſcourſe about Fidalgos, or 
Nuns, or byll-feaſts, or ſhooting the wild 
8 boar; 
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boar; all which appear to me fo tedious 
and impertinent--naw, my dear General, 
(continued he) before we go, you muſt 
frvour us with your own ideas of the paſt 
and preſent ſtate of your Army, ſince you 
have known it, as you gave us room to 
hope you would do; I am fo much the 
more deſirous of this, as I have every rea- 
ſon to believe we ſhall not meet with ano- 
ther Officer in the ſervice, who can ſatisfy 
us ſo completely on the ſubjeR. 


Mr. de Valers replied, that he hogad we 
would give him credit for his good will to 
oblige us, from what he had already done 
in that way, and he was reſolved nat now 
to ſtop ſhort; to-morrow, he ſaid, we had 
no engagement abroad, that after riding in 
the morning, we would dine quietly toge- 
ther, and he would give us ſome detail of his 
on adventures, in which, he might ſay, 
a pretty good account of the Army was 
neceſſarily interwoven, and he aſſured us 
every information he gave us ſhould be 
dictated by truth and impartiality, let 
Praiſe or blame fall where they would; and 
that for the greater certainty, he would 
confine himſelf to what fell within the com- 
paſs of his own practice and experience. 


The 
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The great dinner at the Governor's being 
got through, that very evening when we 
retired, Mr. de Valerè told us, that as it had 
been impoſſible to ſhe us the inſide of the 
Fort la Lippe, which was ſo well worth 
our obſervation, he would make up that 
loſs to us after the beſt manner in his pow- 
er; he then produced for our inſpection all 
his papers of the plans of the ſame; the 
elevations, ſections, and profiles of the 
whole from the great ciſtern below, to thoſe 
of every other part; that of the gallery 
which runs round under the covered way, 
the galleries d ecoute, or whiſpering galleries, 
the detached works and the branchings of 
the mines, the ſcouring and flanking guns, 
mounted ſo as to plunge down the moun- 
tain, at all the acceſſible places; the quick 
methods of undoing the barracks and para- 
pets, and of forming new batteries with 
deſpatch; that of raiſing the guns at the 
faillant angles, ſo as to traverſe in any di- 
rection at the moment of firing, with the 
method of lowering them for loading im- 
mediately after; his hand powder-mills for 
making any quantity of powder on any 
emergency, from the materials kept in ſtore 
ready for uſe ; with many other inſtances 
of the Count la Lippe's ingenuity, as well 
as his own, in the conſtruction and defence 

of 
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of this important fortreſs, which, I am at- 


ſured, is the only thing in this kingdom 


really deſerving the name. 


We were charmed with Valere's condeſ- 
cenſion, and no leſs edified by the peruſal 
of what he laid before us: I copied Count 
la Lippe's memorial of the campaign and 
returned Mr. de Valeré his copy the next 
forenoon after riding, with many expreſ- 
ſions of thankfulneſs. 


After dinner and a diſh of cooling coffee, 
Major General Valere gave us an account 
of himſelf, almoſt from his boyiſh days to 
that moment; which you cannot expect in 
this epiſtle, as it already much exeeds the 
uſual bounds. Adieu. 
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Caſtel Branco, 1758. 


Dear BroTHER, 


We have been buſily reconnoitring all 
about this frontier, with the Count la 
Lippc's memorial in our hands, and, as 
military men, have been highly entertain- 
ed ; though I fancy the few poor peaſants 
we met would not find it eaſy to gueſs the 
reaſon two foreigners with a Prieſt, could 


have for ſcrambling upon bare rocks, and 


through a barren country only inhabited 
by goats, as we have been conſtantly do- 
ing for above this fortnight paſt, and ſlept 


laſt night, though at this advanced ſeaſon of 


the year, in our.clcaks a la belle Etoile, 
without feeling the leaſt bad conſequences, 
ſuch is the favourable climate of this coun- 
try; and having ſeen what we wiſhed for 
here, I believe tomorrow, or the next day, 
we ſhall ſet forward for Almeida. But as 
I think Mr. de Valere's account of himſelf 
is really an intereſting relation, ſo much 


the more ſo, as I am certain, a great part 
| of 
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of it is true, and I firmly believe the whole; 


though. it is impoſſible for me to aſcertain 
the truth of that part of his adventures 
which happened before he arrived in this 
country: I ſhall endeavour to give it you 
before we leave this place, not knowing 
what other occupations we may have at 
Almeida. I muſt, on account of its length, 
fend 1t in ſeparate packets, which you can 
put together after receiving them, in caſe 
you think it worth while to keep theſe let- 
ters any where apart in your cabinet. I 
ſhall now proceed to the account in the 
General's own words, as nearly as a tran- 
flation will permit, in which I ſhall be 
faithful and nearly literal ; and I may very 
properly ſtile it 


The Hiſtory of Ma jor GENERAL DE VALERE. 


* T ought to be ſo much the happier (ſaid 
the General) in giving you ſome account 
of my life, efpecially fince I came into this 
country, and my opinion of it, at leaſt with 
regard to the Army, as it is not likely I 
ſhalt ever have ſuch another opportunity 
of being uſeful to your countrymen, few 
of them ever coming this way, and to ſay 


the truth, ſtill fewer of them appearing en- 


dowed with that ſhare of affability and wil- 
| 1 8 
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lingneſs to improve by travelling, without 
which it is of no uſe, and their labour and 
expence are entirely thrown away; and 
here, Gentlemen, 1 am ſerious, and do not 
mean it only as a compliment, when I tell 
you both, that the ſenſible manner I found 
you had adopted, in aſking queſtions and 
gathering information, by induſtriouſly lay- 
ing yourſelves out for it, and deſpiſing 
no aſſiſtance offered you, was what at firit 
engaged me in your favour, . and a farther 
acquaintance with you, ſerved to confirm 
me in the ſame diſpoſition ; I have there- 
fore made it a point, to give you every aid I 
could, and this copy of the Count la Lippe's 
memorial I look upon as an eſſential one, 
whether we conſider it with regard to the 
helps you will draw from 1t in ſurveying 
this fronticr with a military eye, or as a 
fine performance, well deſerving the peruſal 
of every military man. 


ge that as it may, if the example of my 
ſufferings, and of the abominable uſage I 
have met with in this ſervice, can be in any 
manner uſeful to inſtruct others in the na- 
ture of theſe people, or to deter them from 
truſting their fortunes, or miſpending 
their time among ſuch a worthleſs race, 
it will be particularly ſo to the natives of 

Vor. I. U | Great. 
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Great Britain, where political and commer- 
cial connections with this country, being 
cloſer than thoſe with France, or any other 
country, ſo a greater number of Officers 
from the Britiſh ſervice has been employed 
in this ; every one of whom, I will anſwer 
for it, repented and ſtill repents his folly, 
in ſuffering himſelf to be ſeduced by ap- 
pearances, into ſuch a diſagreeable ſitu- 
ation; it is indeed true, that thoſe of them 
who had it by any means in their power, 
have left us and retired, eſpecially ſince the 
commencement of the preſent reign, as ſince 
that period particularly every baſe and ſi- 
niſter method has been practiſed to diſguſt 
them, ſo that I believe there are hardly ſix 
Officers here now, who were ever in the 
Britiſh ſervice, ſome of thoſe you will pro- 
bably meet with in your travels, and moſt 
of them are really Officers of capacity and 
merit. 


K 


« But to begin with myſelf =I am a native 
of Amiens in Picardy, and had my military 
education at the ſchool of la Fere, then di- 
rected by the greateſt Profeſſor at that time 
in France, I mean the late Mr. Belidor, of 
whom you muſt have heard, and who had 
ſuch an opinion of my ſmall abilities, that 
he ſcrupled not to recommend me to the 

late 
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late celebrated Mareſhal de Saxe, then run- 
ning ſucceſsfully his career of military 
fame. I was admitted into his family, and 
had the ſingular advantage of performing 
my firſt military ſervices under his eye and 
direction; and, I may ſay without vanity, 
I had as fair a proſpect of advancement as 


perhaps any other young French Officer, 


who had no fortune but that which depend- 
ed upon the point of his ſword. At the 
end of my ſecond campaign, which was 
that of the battle of Dettingen, when, as 
uſual, the French Officers aſked permiſſion 
to go and divert themſelves at Paris, I beg- 
ged ſome weeks leave to come to Amicns 
to viſit my mother, reduced to a ſtate of 
widowhood during my abſence, and an 
only ſiſter, whom I dearly loved. I had not 
been long at home, when I was given to 
underſtand by hints and ſurmiſes of our 
neighbours and acquaintance, that the Ba- 
ron de Romenil, then a Captain of a Regi- 
ment quartered in Amiens, had been taking 
improper liberties with my ſiſter's name ; 
that he had made her frequent viſits for 
ſome time before, but had now diſconti- 


-nued them ; I taxed my ſiſter with it, and 


ſhe frankly acknowledged it was true, that 


ſhe thought him the moſt amiable of men, 


that he had made her the moſt honourable 
U 3 propoſals, 
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propoſals, but that very lately and all of a 
ſudden, he had entirely diſcontinued his 
viſits to her, without aſſigning any reaſon, 
which gave her the moſt pungent uneaſi- 
nels. 


„Fired with this information, I immedi- 
ately ſent a cartel to this amiable Baron, 
telling him that the nature of his connex1- 
on with my ſiſter was ſuch, that he muſt 
either engage immediately to marry her, 
or to mect me the next morning at the 
place I appointed him ; he agreed to the 
latter part of my propoſal : we met, and I 
left him on the carreau, I came home, and 
packing up my portmanteau, repaired to 
my maſter, the Mareſhal de Saxe, who 
was at that time-at Dunkirk, ſuperintend- 
ing the preparations for an expedition to 


Scotland, in favour of the Chevalier de 


St. George, but which never took place, 


and I told him the affair exactly as it had 


happened, The Baron's relations were in 
the mean time making cloſe enquiry af- 
ter me, and even applications from very 
reſpectable parties were made concerning 
me to the Mareſhal de Saxe himſelf ; who, 
finding 1 was likely to be brought into 
danger, and having a great regard for me, 
deſpatched me privately to Paris, with a 


Proper 
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proper letter of recommendation to the 
then Secretary at War, who ſent me with 
the commiſhon of Sub-engineer of the 
Garriſon of Port Royal in Martinico, to St. 
Maloes, where there was a large veſſel at 
that time loaded with proviſions and ſtores 
of all kinds, ready to fail for that colony ; 
I reached the veſſel a few days before ſhe 
ſailed, and found conſiderable difficulty in 
getting my paſlage till I produced Govern- 
ment's letters and orders I had for the Cap- 
tain General at Martinico. The great ca- 
bin and ſtate rooms were already occupied 
by above twenty young women, who, as 
is uſual in France, had bound themſelves 
to go as apprentices or ſervants to the co- 
lonies for a ſtipulated number of years, 
and I was obliged to put up with a ſmall 
birth the Captain offered me in a tempo- 
rary round-houſe he had made for himſelt 
on the quarter-deck. We failed from St. 
Maloes, and as the ſhip was large and well 
trimmed, and the weather good, we had a 
pleaſant paſſage acroſs the Bay of Biſcay. 
The young women were frequently on 
deck, eſpecially on an evening, and as [ 
was then young and gay, and played a 
little on the violin and German flute, you 
may ſuppoſe we ſoon ſcraped acquaint- 
ance ; and as there was ſcarce another man 

on 
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on board who had the appearance of a 
gentleman, I ſoon had more of the ladies 
company than I deſired : but, as among 
ſo many it was impoſſible to remain with- 
out forming ſome attachment, I readily 
diſtinguiſhed in Mademoiſelle de Joinville 
ſomething which made me prefer her to all 
the others; ſhe was young, and very beau- 
tiful, for a Frenchwoman, had a modeſt 
and inſinuating air, which almoſt all the 
others wanted, Who, it was eaſy to diſcern 
had been low-bred creatures, and of very 
irregular lives, as their practices with the 
ſailors ſoon evinced. For my part, as I 
attached myſelf only to Miſs Joinville, I 
was ſoon, with a little flattery and court- 
ſhip, admitted to her moſt intimate friend- 


ſhip, and to a ſhare of her bed in one of 


the ſtate-rooms. But our happineſs was of 
ſhort duration; for as we approached the 
bluſtering Cape Finiſterre, a ſudden ſquall 
carried away our maintop-maſt and part 
of the bowſprit, Imagine yourſelves in a 
ſtorm at ſea, and in the midſt of twenty 
females who had never before been on ſalt 


water, reaching to Death and terrified with - 


their ſituation ! We continued to be buffet- 
ed with᷑ ſtormy weather till we made the 


Rock of Liſbon, when the Captain declared 


the 
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the neceſſity of going into that harbour to 
refit before he could proceed on his voyage, 


We were but a very ſhort time in the 
harbour, buſily employed in refitting, a 
little below the Caſtle of Belem, when a 
report of the female cargo we had on board 
reaching the Exchange and other parts of 


the city, we had a number of viſits from 


the ſhore of French Gentlemen, of Dutch, 
Engliſh and Portugueſe Officers, Merchants, 
Knights of Chriſt, Prieſts and Fryars, of all 
colours and habits ; and the eloquence and 
induſtry of theſe Gentlemen was ſurpriſing, 
as well as the art they had of ſo quickly 
conciliating the affections of our ladies 
for ſome of theſe began to diſappear m a 


very few days after the viſits commenced. 


Our Captain, who like a fool, had bound 
himſelf to deliver the ladies ſafe at Marti- 
nico, the danger of the ſeas only excepted, 
took the alarm, and applied to the French 
Conful-General for aſſiſtance. According- 
ly, centinels from the ſhore were planted 
on the gangways, and guard-boats round 
the ſhip, but all in vain. Jupiter deſcend- 
ed himſelf to the lap of Danae in a ſhower 
of gold; and by the help of only a very 
little gold duſt in the eyes of Portugueſe _ 


centinels, who were then naked, and who - 
| looked 
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looked more like ſcare-crows than ſoldiers, 
our ladies deſcended nightly into the boats, 
which came from all ſides to fetch them. 
I did alſo all I could in affiſting the Captain 
to prevent theſe nocturnal elopements, but 
to no purpoſe. The Captain one night re- 
ceived the ſtab of a knife in the back of his 
hand, which had been aimed at his belly, 
and {wore he would never riſk his perſon 
more for ſuch jades, wiſhed they were all 
at the Devil, and declared he would never 
more take ſuch a villainous cargo on board. 
In fact, the night following that accident, 
every one of them was gone, excepting 
only Miſs Joinville, who teſtified her utter 
diſapprobation of the infamous conduct of 
the others, and told me ſhe would never 
leave the ſhip while I remained in it, and 
ſo far ſhe kept her word. 


When our ſhip was ſurveyed, to exa? 
mine what repairs would be wanting, it 
was found ſhe had not only ſuffered by the 
ſtorm conſiderably in her maſts and rig- 
ging, but that it was alſo neceſſary to 
heave her partly down 1n the water, in or- 
der to get at ſome ſeams below the bend, 
which had opened with the working, and 
through which ſhe made water. I was 


very active in lending all the aſſiſtance I 


could, 
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could, which the Captain acknowledged. 
Our viſits from the city ceaſed with the 
cauſe of them; only the Captain of a Por- 
tugueſe Man of War, which was moored 
a little above us in the river, would ſome- 
times come on board of us in his barge, to 
ſee how our repairs went on, and was 
indeed ſo kind as to lend us caulkers 
from his ſhip ; but as this Gentleman could 
not ſpeak French, he brought with him as 
his Interpreter, another young man, an 
Officer, who ſpoke it tolerably well; this 
perſon viſited us daily till ou. repairs were 
near complete; and, as the Captain and 
myſelf were engaged in different employ- 
ments, the young man would walk the 
quarter-deck, eſpecially when he obſerved 
Miſs Joinville there, to whom he always 
behaved with the greateſt politeneſs and 
reſpe&, nor had we the ſmalleſt reaſon to 
ſuſpect that any thing but common civili- 
ties paſſed between them; a few days be- 
fore we were to fail, our Captain received 
a card from the Captain of the Man of War 
inviting him, Miſs Joinville and myſelf to 
dine with him; he brought me the car, 
ſaying at the ſame time he could not go, 
having ſo much to do on board; I alſo 
wiſhed to excuſe myſelf, but Miſs Joinville 
was deſirous to go, ſaying ſhe had never 

Vor. I. X been 
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been on board a ſhip of war; the Captain 


declared abſolutely againſt her going, unleſs 


E would accompany her, adding, that as 


by her behaviour hitherto ſhe had proved 


herſelf to be a perſon of honor, he would 
not riſk her out of the ſhip without a per- 
ſon he could depend on along with her; 
on ſeeing this I accompanied her, and we 
were perfectly well received, entertained 
and conducted back to our ſhip ; ſoon after 
this, when every thing was prepared for 
failing, and on the day immediately pre- 
ceding, which was a Sunday, the Captain 
of the Man of War with the young man 
came on board of us in his barge, and aſked 
the favour of our company to dine with 
him on ſhore, at his houſe near a village 
which he ſhewed us in the country, ſituated 
on a high ground about a mile from the 
beach, and where we ſhould ſee a bull- 
feaſt. in the afternoon, and he would, as 
uſual, conduct us ſafe back in his own barge 
in-the evening ; our Captain again excuſed 
himſelf, ſaying he could by no means leave 


the ſhip, now every thing was ready for 


ſailing, that he ſhould certainly drop down 
to the Bar by midnight's tide, and get over 
if poſſible then ; Miſs Joinville ſeemed very 


deſirous to go, and I confeſs, I wiſhed to 


fee a ſpectacle quite new to me, and of 
which 
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which I had heard fo much, and having, as 
I thought, every moral certainty of return- 
ing to the ſhip as uſual, I had not upon 
that ſcore, the ſmalleſt ſcruple in going : 
when we landed, we found two carriages 
ready to receive us, the two Gentlemen got 
into one, and Miſs Joinville and myſelf into 
the other, which had directions to follow 
them; we travelled above an hour, as faſt 
as the mules could put feet to the ground, 

and then ſtopped only to take freſh mules 
and drivers, which were ready in waiting 
for us, and theſe we changed once more 
before we ſtopped for good, which was not 
till paſt three in the afterrioon; the carriag- 
es drove into a court-yard, ſurrounded with 
a very high wall; Miſs Joinville was con- 
ducted up a long flight of ſtairs without the 
houſe, and two men carried me into a fort 
of cellar or vault, where I was confined and 
civilly treated for about three months, not 
a ſoul ſpeaking to me the whole time; at 
the end of which, I was one morning very 
early awaked and condutted to a chapel in 
the houſe, where a Prieſt was ſaying Maſs, 
and I was told, as well as I could under- 
ſtand them, that if I would there take an 
oath upon the holy Evangeliſts, never to 
mention the circumſtances of my impriſon- 
ment, which, they aſſured me, had all 
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been contrived by the young Lady I came 
in company with, I ſhould immediately ob- 
tain my liberty, and that if I would not 
agree to what they propoſed to me, they 
obſerved—* that dead men told no tales. 


A thought myſelf exceedingly fortunate 
to get off at ſo cheap a rate, and agreed to 
every thing they exacted of me ; they then 
ga ve me a piecę of ſix thouſand four hun- 


dred Reis“, hand-cufted and hood-winked 


me, and put me into a cloſe chaiſe, which 
drove hard for two hours, and then ſtopped 
for near ten or twelve hours more, as near- 
ly as I can gueſs, for I fell aſleep, and did 
not awake till I found the chaiſe again in 
motion; the next time it ſtopped I was 
taken out, my hand-cuffs were taken off, 
and the cloth taken from my eyes, when 
found it was dark, and my conductors 
left me, wiſhing me a good night. At 
day-light, I found myſelf upon the quay 
of a ſmall river, which runs before a town 
called Sacavem, two leagues above Liſhon.” 


| What is your opinion, my dear Charles, 
of the above recital? Has it not very much 
the air of a Novel? yet, I aſſure you, I 


* The moſt current gold coin in Portugal, equal at 
par to one pound fixteen ſhillings ſterling. 


N | believe 
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believe every ſyllable of it ; and I have no 
doubt that things equally as extraordinary 
happen often in this country, as well as in 
Spain, without ever being brought to light; 
every thing relating to love, or to con- 
nexions with the ſex, is here conducted 
with myſterious ſecrecy ; and the ſpirit of 
taciturnity (which, I am convinced, 'has 
been forced upon the Spaniards by the hor- 
rid ſeverities of the Inquiſition, and is not 
natural to that nation) helps alſo to veil 
every other deed of darkneſs, and prevents 
its reaching the public eye. You will, I 
dare ſay, be anxious to know the ſequel; 
and that I may not keep your curioſity in 
a ſtate of unneceſſary ſuſpence, I will det- 
patch another packet to you as ſoon as pol- 
fable. Till then, adieu. 
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Caſtel Branco, 1778. 


Drar BroTHER, 
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Crneral Valere was proceeding, when 
Lord Freeman aſked his pardon, for inter- 
rupting him in ſo intereſting a narrative, 
to expreſs his ſatisfaction at finding veri- 
fied, in the inſtance before them, what he 
had fo often looked for in vain; which was 
every circumſtance of a well-tmagined No- 
vel or Romance, realized in the narration 
he made of all the matters of fa&t which 
11 had happened to himſelf. Young John 
Carlos obſerved, that, in conſcience, the 
General ought not to have conſidered him- 
ſelf as bound by the oath they extorted 
i/t from him in the Chapel, which he was com- 
ol! pelled to take by the imminent danger his 
"8 life was otherwiſe expoſed to. The Gene- 
| ral anſwered, that the moſt preſſing buſi- 
' 18 neſs, after he had obtained his liberty, was 
mw to think of his own ſubſiſtence and ſelf- 
Ty. preſervation ; and that, if he had been 
1 really 
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really deſirous of expoſing to the world the 
baſe and cruel treatment he had received 
at his firſt ſetting out in this kingdom, it 
was not till many years after, and that he 
was ſettled in life, he himſelf had been 
able to pry into the bottom of the my- 
ſtery ; that the principal actors were at 
this time dead and gone, and that to pub- 
liſh their names now, could be of no ſort 
of ſervice to him, and would only draw 
down upon himſelf the diſpleaſure of their 
relations and deſcendants, who had it even 
now very much in their power to hurt him. 
After we had all conſented very heartily to 
the juſtice and reaſonableneſs of what he 
ſaid, the General continued his relation as 
follows : 


« Here I found myſelf exactly like a 
man dropped from the clouds, neither know- 
ing from whence I had come, or whither 
to direct my ſteps, with a ruſty uniform, 
and the Pang ſhirt for above three months 
on my back, without any ſort of paper or 
document to tell who I was, or to engage 
any compaſſionate perſon I might meet 
with, to hear my ſtory. My fituation 
was much- more abandoned, than from the 
levity of my diſpoſition I at that time 
* and I really think it was 

better 
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better for me that I made ſo light of it: 
however, I readily found my way to Liſ- 
bon, and indeed very ſoon learned the lan- 
guage of the country; and found a number 
of idle, lounging fellows in the Lemonade- 
ſhops, who, for a glaſs of that liquor, con- 
verſed with me as much as I deſired, and 
gave me much information ; by their means 
I found the way to the French Ambaſſa- 
dor's, and got ſpeech of his Maitre d' Ho- 
tel. I was beginning my ſtory to him, 
when, caſting a ſupercilious look at me; 
he aſked me if I brought any papers with 
me, or letters of recommendation ? I told 
him I had not ; and was about to inform 
him of the reaſons, when he told me I was 
an Adventurer ; and, if I dared to appear 
any more there, he would have me taken 
up and ſent to the gallies; and turning on 
his heel, wiſhed me a good afternoon. Re- 
turning to the Lemonade-ſhop, as vexed at 
this diſappointment as a Frenchman could 
be in my reduced circumſtances, I found 
the diſcourſe of the company aſſembled 
there, turned much on a young Nobleman 


who had returned from Paris a very ſhort 


time before, whom they all praiſed exceſ- 
ſively, of the name of Don Luiz de Por- 
tugal, a near relation, as they ſaid, of the 
Royal , and that he had teeth as 
long 
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long as thoſe of the Prince *, that he 
would ſpeak only French, and loved every 
thing belonging to the French nation; 
and though they agreed that he had obtain- 
ed his Majeſty's leave to travel; under the 
pretext of conſulting the French phyſicians 
at Paris concerning the cure of the Gallico i, 
yet they believed he had brought much 
more of it back with him, than he had car- 
ried out: On the ſtrength of this informa- 
tion, I reſolved to wait on him and offer 
him my ſervices, for my caſh was by this 
time quite gone. I was accordingly next 
morning introduced to his Excellency at his 
chocolate, he aſked me twenty queſtions 
in a breath ; whether I underſtood Arith- 
metic, Drawing or Mathematics, Fenc- 
ing OF Dancing ? to all which, when I had 
anſwered in the affirmative, he took down 
a fiddle and deſired me to walk a Minuet 
while he ſhould play. I told him I could 
play myſelf at the ſame time; and did fo. 
As ſoon as I had done, he took me in his 
arms, and ſeemed tranſported ; expreſſed 
; how ſorry he was, that being under pre- 


* Then Prince of Brazil, and the late King Joſeph, 
who died on the 23d of February, 1777, and was re- 
markable for having very long fore-teeth. 

+ The venereal diſeaſe, and by much the moſt uni- 
verſal diflemper in Portugal. 
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vious engagements to ſeveral French Gen- 
tlemen, who had done him the honor to 
accompany him from their own country in 
the characters of humble attendants, it was 
not then in his power to entertain me, as 
he earneſtly deſired; but, he told me, he 
would inſiantly give me a letter of intro- 
duction to his own couſin the Viſcount of 
Roſmaninhal, who had been enquiring 
anxiouſly of him for a French Gentleman 
to inſpect the education of his only ſon and 
heir, as he was morally certain I was ex- 
actly the thing he wanted: accordingly 1 
got the letter, delivered it, and was imme- 
diately received into the family. 


«© To enter into the ceconomy of a Por- 
tugueſe Nobleman's family would carry me 
too far; however, ſomething I muſt ſay 
to explain my ſubject: It is always more 
numerous than ſplendid ; a ſwarm of uſe- 
leſs clients and dependants, being once at- 
tached to the family, it 1s conſidered as 
ipſo facto, under a ſort of obligation to feed 
and ſupport them, from father to ſon, or 
by its intereſt to provide them ſuitable eſta- 
bliſhments in the world, and to marry off 


the daughters to the beſt advantage: Her 


Excellency the Viſcounteſs of Roſmaninhal 
had above twenty female attendants, all . 
ſequeſtered 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 171 


fequeſtered in one part of the houſe; nearly 
the ſame number of men ſervants, of dif- 
ferent ranks and employments, was enter- 
tained in or about the family; as a ſpecial 
favour, I dined with the Steward and the 
Viſcount's Clerk or Secretary; all the others 
were on board-wages, or had rations ſerved 
out to them, and there prevailed in the fa- 
mily every exterior appearance of decency 
and decorum ; but in fact, it was one con- 
tinued ſcene of private gallantry and in- 
trigue; the general rendezvous was every 
morning in the Chapel, where there were 
daily four or five Maſſes celebrated by the 
family Chaplains, beſides accidental ones 
by other Prieſts and Fryars, who viſited or 
confeſſed in the family; the language and 
intercourſe of the lovers was unintelligible 
to all but the parties immediately concern- 
ed; it was a toſs of the head, an eye caſt 
up, or thrown down, to the right or left, 
the fixing of a bouquet, or the pinning of a 
flower or ribband of ſuch a colour to ſuch 
a part of the head or breaſt; nay, the very 
throw of the long cloak over the ſhoulder, 
and the particular manner of doing ſo, con- 
veyed the hieroglyphick of their withes, 
their intentions and aſſignations: Indeed it 
could hardly be otherwiſe, where a number 
of idle and healthy young men and women 


Y 2 were 
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were aſſembled under the ſame roof, with- 
out any other moral or religious principle 
of reſtraint but the fear of being diſcovered, 
and ſtimulated the more by the notion of 
the difficulties oppoſed to the gratification 
of their defires, they will quickly counter- 
ſeit the appearance of every virtue to, ac- 
compliſh their ends; and. with a little ſup- 
pleneſs and addreſs, it was not long before 
I was initiated in this myſterious inter- 
courſe. L had, got. into, the good, graces of 
the Viiconnt's Secretary, and this perſon ad- 
viſed me, that, if I wiſhed to make my 
way to any civil employment, or to the ar- 
my, my only channel was by marrying one 
of her Excellency's favourite maids, and I 
would be quickly provided for; as for 
teaching my pupil French, or-any thing elſe, 
it was a thing entirely out of the queſtion ; 
his mother would never permit him to ap- 
ply, to, or do any.thing he had not a mind 
for; ſo that his whole time in the morning 
was ſpent in converſing or playing at cards 
with the lacqueys in the ſtables, and in the 
afternoon, he dreſſed in his uniform, and 
rode about through the city, went. to-the 
bull-feaſts, or did whatever elſe he liked 
beſt. 1, was perfectly idle, and wiſhed by 
almoſt any means for a commiſſion in the 
Army ; I had ſcraped a particular, acquaint- 

. ance 
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ance with one of the graveſt of the Lady's 
attendants, called the Aya , a very hand- 
ſome woman, and ſtill in her prime; ſhe 
ſmattered a little bad French, and under 
pretence of improving it, I was frequently 
admitted to her converſation; we ſoon 
came into the practice of the family, and 
commenced a piece of gallantry, which 
was carried as far as either ſhe or I could 
deſire, She told me, after we were become 
very intimate, that ſhe had an exceeding 
great regard and friendſhip for me, and that 
if I would agree to. marry her daughter, a 
very fine young girl, and alſo an attendant 
in the family, the would undertake to get 
me a Captain's commiſſion in the Vit- 
count's own Regiment. I had already ſeen 
her daughter, and excepting the circum- 
. ſtance of her being ſo, had no objection, 
and this I: propoſed to her when we next 

talked on the ſubject; ſhe: anſwered me, 
by. ſaying, ſhe did not apprehend I was in- 
clined'to be ſo ſqueamiſn; that, indeed, I'was' ' 
diſpoſed © to drown myſelf in very little wa- 
ter ; that ſurely, if ſhe had no objection, I 


* Properly ' a. Governeſs or Directreſs, but in the 
general acceptation of the word, it is ſamethmg, be- 
tween that and an humble friend, or firſt or upper 
Servant. ; | 

+ A common Spaniſh expreſſibn. 

_ ought 
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ought to have none, to become as intimate 
with her daughter as I had been with her- 
ſelf; that there was no neceſſity for her 
daughter's knowing any thing of our con- 
nexion, which might be carried on the 
ſame after marrying her as before, without 
cauſing the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion : I temporiz- 
ed with this woman, (who was paſſionate 
in every ſenſe of the word) and begged 
time to adviſe with my relations in France; 
in this ſhe acquieſced, provided I continued 
to be her gallant, and during this time the 
effects of another piece of gallantry between 
her daughter and my friend the Secretary, 
became too wiſible to be any longer con- 
cealed ; and the Viſcount and Lady made 


them marry, by which means I got out of 
the ſcrape. 


I had on different occaſions the honor 
of converſing with the Viſcounteſs herſelf, 
who, excepting the abſurd predilection ſhe 


ſhewed for her ſon, and which made a 


beaſt of him, really appeared to be a good, 
well-meaning Lady ; and I took an oppor- 
tunity of mentioning to her the great defire 
I had of ſerving in the Army, and whether 
ſhe had been informed of the propoſal her 
Aya had made me ſome time before, I know - 


not, but ſhe herſelf made me exactly ſuch 


another, 
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another, in Ft of another young per- 
ſon of her attendants, for whom ſhe expreſſ- 
ed the ſtrongeſt regard, the ſame old wo- 
man you ſee in the houſe with me now; I 
married her, and got myſelf out of that 
baſe domeſtick ſort of life. 


I was now a Captain, and wore a white 
uniform, but as I received no ſort of ap- 
pointments till above two years after I had 
got my commiſſion, my wife and I were 
fain to avail ourſelves of the friendly invi- 
tations of the good Viſcounteſs to dine in 
her family, as often as thould be agreeable 
to us; and being ſcarce ever called on to 
do any duty, I went often abroad into the 
city, and made ſome acquaintance which 
were afterwards of uſe to me. 


* There were then a few looſe companies 
denominated of Artillery, compoſed of old 
coblers, invalids and other traſh, who 
were ſo much deſpiſed that no body would 
ſerve among them, who had intereſt to be 
placed any where elſe; but as I always had 
affected that branch of the ſervice, in con- 
ſequence of the excellent leſſons I had from 
Mz. de Belidor at la Fere, I eaſily obtained 
a change to one of thoſe companies, being 
ſenſible that if there ſhould eyer come a call 
foffan Army, the neceſſary improvements 

8 | "it 
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in that corps, muſt be greater than in any 
other of the Army, and of courſe I ſhould 
have a better chance for preferment. 


% Year rolled on after year, the Army 
ſtill neglected and daily growing worſe, the 
Officers dying out, and none appointed to 
replace them, ſo that many Regiments 
came to be commanded by Subalterns or 
non- commiſſioned Officers: The only uſe 
King John the Fifth made of his troops was 
to dig and carry the ſtones to build a mag- 
nificent Church and Convent, for three 
hundred idlers at Mafra *; but if he abuſed 
or neglected his Army, in compenſation he 
eſtabliſhed the holy Patriarchal Church of 
Liſbon to vie with that of St. Peter's at 
Rome. Here are twelve Principals, to re- 
preſent the twelve poor Apoſtles, and fe- 
venty-two Monſenhors, in imitation of the 
ſame number of Cardinal Princes of the 
Church, a noble Choir, compoſed of cho- 
ſen Italian Caſtrati, with every thing elſe. 
ſuitable in dignity and expence; to ſupport 


* Built by Don John the Fifth, in imitation of, or 
competition with the Eſcurial in Spain, but falls in 
every thing exceedingly ſhort of it: ir ſtands about 
fix leagues North of "Liſbon. During the late reign, . | 
three hundred: Capuchin Fryars were removed; out of 
it, to make room for the Regular Canons of the Order 
of St. Auſtin. 


which, 
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which, that pious King, ſeconded by a Bull 
from Rome, ſeized one-third part of all the 
church-livings and benefices of the king- 
dom. At laſt, this ſalacious Monarch, en- 
deavouring to ſupply by art, what nature 1 
now refuſed him in the purſuit of his pro- | 
miſcuous amours, fell into a lingering diſ- 
order, and finally died like a Saint in 1750. 


Now came the new adminiſtration of 
King Joſeph and of the Marquis of Pombal, 
from which we all expected miracles, but 
the Army did not improve a jot by it : The 
Miniſter began by eſtabliſhing his own au- 
thority, by impriſoning and otherwiſe ruin- 
ing his predeceſſors in office, and promul- 1 
gating laws for the reformation of abuſes; |] 
but alas! what avail the beſt laws, the exe- | 
cution or non-execution of wi hich depends 
upon the breath of a deſpot ? As ſoon as | 
poſſible, he let the church-men feel they | 
were not to be ſupported as they had been, 
and having an altercation with the Inqui- 
ſitor-General about the publication of a 
book, he had him and his brother, (both 
natural brothers of the King) ſent to pri- 
fon, and a third brother removed from 
Court and ſent Archbiſhop to Braga, where 
he ſtill remains. He was not fo immediate- 
ly ſucceſsful in a diſpute he had with the 

Vor. I. Z King's 
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King's Confeſſor, a Jeſuit ; this haughty 

Prieſt telling him, to look well to himſelf, 

and take care how he meddled with his 

Company, for that it never died ! On which 

the Miniſter turned to him, and gave him 

5 word of honor that it ſhould die, and 
many years after he kept his word. 


* All this while, the ſoldiers were naked, 
begging charity in the ſtreets, with a mon- 
ſtrous ſtring of beads in one hand, and a 
ragged hat in the other; their arms, when 
they had any, were all over ruſty and 
without locks ; a pitiful law or regulation 
concerning the Army ſometimes appeared, 
but it meant nothing, and was not even ex- 
ecuted when the tremendous earthquake 
of 1755 ſhook the kingdom to. its center, 
and made us believe the diſſolution of Na- 
ture was at hand; and here it is but juſtice 
to ſay the Miniſter acted with firmneſs and 
reſolution. 


“While the puſillanimous and frighten- 
ed Nobility deſerted their Prince, the Mini- 
ſter ſupported and inſpired him with cou- 
rage; and, by the neceſſary ſeverity of his 
orders, readily executed on that emergency, 
he in a great degree eluded many fatal con- 
ſequences which would have followed that 
terrible diſaſter, and confirmed himſelf in 
the 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 179 


the excluſive poſſeſſion of his maſter's wholc 
power and favour. Soon after this, when 
he was buſy in rebuilding the city, tlic 
Thameful conſpiracy of the principal Nobi- 
lity againſt the King, and their ill-conduci- 
ed attempt upon his life, furniſhed the Mi- 
niſter with an opportunity he was reſolveQf 
to improve, of humbling their inſolence, 

and making them lick the duſt, to which 
he knew they wiſhed to ſee him reduced ; 

a year after followed the expulſion cf the 
Jeſuits, the natural conſequence of three 
of their principal men having been the 
ringleaders of the conſpiracy : finally, 
came on the war in 1762, which produced 
new ſcenes, and a conſiderable change in 
the Army, ſtill languiſhing in milery and 

neglect. 


* The nature and conduct of the cam- 
paign of 1962, in this country, will appear 
better from the "memorial of which- you 
have a copy, than from every thing I or 
any body elſe can fay of it. As to myſelf, 
I had a full opportunity of laying my 
whole ſtory before the incomparable Count 
la Lippe, as ſoon as he came to this coun- 
try, who heard me with patience, and im- 
mediately gave me the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel, with the double appointments ; 
2 1 . an 
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for, however incredible it may appear, I 
had till then contrived, with a young fa- 
mily, and without getting into debt, to 
ſubſiſt upon Captain's ſingle pay, equal in 
your Engliſh money at par exactly to two 
pounds ſixteen ſhillings and three-pence per 
"month, The Mareſhal General alſo charg- 
ech me with the command of the Portugueſe 
Park of Artillery, which was ſent to the 
Army; and the opportunities I had of be- 
ing known to him during the campaign, 
ingratiated me with him fo far, that when 
he came to make his new regulations for 
the Army after the war, he charged me 
with the formation of a new Regiment of 
Artillery in the garriſon of Eſtremos, to 
ſupply this and all the other frontier gar- 
riſons of Alentejo with Artillery-men, real- 
ly inſtructed in their duty. 


] was now in my element; the men were 
cloathed and regularly paid, and did their 
duty like good ſoldiers ; and this is a piece 
of juſtice 1 muſt do the Portugueſe peaſant, 
for no man on earth makes a better ſoldier, 
or is eaſier to be commanded, or more wil- 
ling to obey, provided you gain his good 
opinion, which you are ſure of, if you do 
your duty, and behave gently to him. In 
my line of duty, I had no connection with 

| any 
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any other ſuperior than'my adorable Mare- 
ſhal General, and was happier than an Em- 
peror while he remained in the country, 
which he did till September 1754, obtain- 
ing for me the rank of Brigadier-General 
before he left it. 


* But, that great Officer's back was 
hardly turned, when the whole Army, and 
myſelf in particular, experienced a reveric 
of fortune : the execution of Count Ia 
Lippe's excellent regulations ſoon began to 
relax ; the Miniſter, who never loved the 
Army, iflued a little after, laws abrogating 
many of them, and deſtructive of their ef- 
fects, and the whole Portugueſe Officers 
ſeemed of one mind in wiſhing to aboliſh 
them, and to return to their former indo- 
lence and ſloth. 


„The excellent Count la Lippe ahne 
ed always under a groſs miſtake, with reſ- 
pet to the manners and morals of this peo- 
ple, for he thought it was poſſible to make 
good Officers of them. Nov, as no man 
was more thoroughly convinced than he 
was, that, (beſides, at leaſt ſome degrœ of 
military knowledge, which they totally 
wanted) to form an Officer, the neceſſary 
qualifications of truth, candor, probity and 
honor, were indiſpenſible with all which, 

he 
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he conſequently did not ſuppoſe the Portu- 
gueſe to be ſo entirely unacquainted. In- 
deed, from the ſhort ſpaces of time he re- 
mained among them, and more from his 
elevated ſtation, and from the natural du- 
plicity of this people, eſpecially in their 
dealings, with ſo ſuperior a Perſonage, it 
was next to impoſſible for him to come at 
their true character. Moſt of the Foreign 
Otficers who remained in the ſervice after 
the war, as ſoon as they began to expe- 
rience all the meanneſs of the national 
character, avoided any farther, than duty 
obliged, having any ſort of connection with 
them. To thoſe who commanded Regi- 
ments, of which number I have been fince 
the middle of 1963, this was impoſſible ; 
for we have been under the neceſſity. of 
dealing with a variety of ranks and de- 
nominations, and I am ſorry to pronounce, 


from a courſe of uniform experience, that 


I have never been able to diſcover the 
ſmalleſt traces of probity, candor, diſinte- 
reſtedneſs or honor in any part of their 
conduct. 


* Still, however, till the Count la Lippe's 
firſt departure for Germany, I had no rea- 
ſon of complaint as to my own particular; 
the Othcers of the Regiment did their duty, 

and 
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and as they had been all advanced to the 
poſts they occupied by my means, I thought 
I had no reaſon to apprehend they would 
have any bad intentions towards me: The 
old General at Liſbon, to whom we had 
orders to addreſs ourſelves during the Mare- 
ſhal General's abſence, had ſcarce a ſha- 
dow of authority repoſed in him, he durſt 
not even grant leave of abſence to a Subal- 
tern without conſulting the Miniſter, who 
could never find time to attend to any thing 
concerning the Army. The pay, the cloath- 
ing, and other current neceſſaries, were 
not remitted to the Regiments with the ſame 
order and regularity ; the Courts-Martial 
on deſerters and other criminals ſent to 
Court for approbation, were never returned 
or taken notice of, and the culprits remain- 
for years rotting in priſon ; no vacancies 
of the Officers were ever filled up. I had 


recommended the eldeſt Captain of my 


Regiment for the Majority, vacant by 
death, as I had found him a man of ſome 
knowledge, parts and activity, at leaſt 
comparatively among a ſet of people who 
knew nothing. This man informed me, 
that there was a party in the Regiment ca- 
balling againſt me, headed by the Chap- 


lain; that ſeveral -Subalterns and two Cap- 


tains formed the party, and were mainly 
inſtigated 


Meeder err 


inſtigated by a Serjeant, whom he named, 
who had drawn out articles of complaint 
againſt me, and a memorial to the King, 
in the name of all the ſoldiers of the Re- 
giment, with which none of theſe were ac- 
quainted, that they had already remitted 
the ſame articles and memorial to Court, 
and of all this he gave me ſuch proof, as 
left me no room to doubt its authencity; 
adding, that as he knew every thing they 
alledged was falſe, and he was under par- 
ticular obligations to me, he thought it his 
duty to inform me of it. 


I took no other notice of this informa- 
tion than by watching the conduct of the 
Serjeant in queſtion a little cloſer, who 
being to my own knowledge a bad charac- 
ter, and having been ſlightly puniſhed for 
miſbehaviour a little time before, had be- 
thought himſelf of this method of being 
revenged; accordingly, as he ſoon after 
gave me another very fair opportunity of 
chaſtiſing him for irregular conduct, I 
broke him, and put him in the ranks; and 
on abandoning his poſt when centinel ſome 
time after, I ordered him to be flogged 
next day at guard-mounting, according to 
the expreſs words of one of our articles of 
war; a few days after the ſame fellow de- 

| | ſerted, 
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ſerted, and, to ſay the truth, I was not 
ſorry when informed of it. 


* In about a month after this villain's 
deſertion, I had however occaſion to hear 
of him with a vengeance; the Governor, 
the ſame old man we have here now, re- 
ceiving a letter from the Miniſter, com- 
manding him to reprimand me in the ſever- 
eſt manner, for the irregularity of my be- 
haviour to that man, late a Serjeant in my 


Regiment, ordering that he ſhould be im- 


mediately reinſtated in his poſt, and all 
thoſe honors reſtored to him, which I had 
unjuſtly deprived him of; at the ſame time 
moſt ſecret circular letters were written to 
the Commanding Officers of all the other 
Regiments, to inform them of this tranſ- 
action, and directing them to take warning 


from the premiſes, how they ought to be- 


have to their inferior Officers. ” 


The meaſure of my paper is alt 
more than full, therefore I muſt here break 
off; by next packet, I hope to conclude 
my account of Mr. de Valere, though I 
foreſee I muſt curtail or omit a number of 


intereſting details he mentioned. Adieu. 


Vol. I. Aa LE T- 
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Caſtel Branco, 1778. 


Drar BROTHER, 


| l Troucn I was obliged to break off in 
my laſt abruptly, not to make each letter 
Il! fend you fo exceſſively voluminous, you 
are to ſuppoſe Mr. de Valere went on with 
his narrative, and that even ſo quick, that 
1 it was as much as I could do, with the help 
i of ſhort-hand, and of no bad ener to 
keep up with him. 


« This glaring piece 4 i under ant in- 
ſult (continued Mr. de Valere) ſet me al- 
| moſt mad; and what increaſed my misfor- 
=] tune was, that I had neither power to reſent 
it, nor prudence ' to difſemble and conceal 
my diſſatisfaction. It ſeems the infamous 
3 Serjeant had been formerly a favourite ſer- 
| vant -and procurer for his late. Excellency 
[ Don Luiz da Cunha, then Secretary of 
War, to whom the fellow had told his 

ſtory of my treatment of him, as beſt ſuited 


Mantel and the Don had gone open- 
mouthed 
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mouthed to the Miniſter with the tale, de- 
manding competent ſatisfaction ; for you 
muſt know, that in this country, it is the 
univerſally eſtabliſhed practice, and, I may 
fafely add, the moft wicked and ruinous, 
that when a Nobleman or other perſon in 
authority, once takes even the moſt infa- 
mous raſcal under his protection, he confi- 
ders his own perſonal honor and character 
as then pledged to ſtand by him, to ſup- 
port and bear him through, right or wrong; 
ſo that the queſtion turns no more upon 
whether ſuch a profligate deſerves chaſtiſe- 
ment; but whether it be prudent and fate 
to expoſe yourſelf to the reſentment of a 
wrong-headed and revengeful man in pow- 
er, by doing your duty? this was the miſ- 
take I fell into, and thus laid myſelf open 
to fuch a furious rebuff; for though the 
Prime Miniſter really confided fo little in 
Don Luiz, that he did not permit even any 
circumſtance of his own department of the 
War to paſs through his hands, yet, as he 
ſaw the worſt conſequence of affronting me, 
would be my quitting the ſervice, of which 
he made very little account, ſo he was wil- 
ling not to diſoblige the Don for ſuch a 
trifle as that of doing me juſtice, by fir? 
enquiring into the truth of what had been 
repreſented to him, and therefore proceeded 
Aa 2 as 
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as if he implicitly believed what the other 
had told him, 


The vexation and fretting this incident 

1 occaſioned me, brought on a brain-fever, 

| which reduced me very low before it left 
me; neither ſhould: I have come to myſelf 
again ſo quickly, had not my recovery 
been accelerated by the news we then had 
of the Mareſhal General's returning to the 
kingdom, as he did towards the end of 
1767, when he paſſed through this place in 
his way to Liſbon, having come over land. 

I laid before him the ſtate of my own Regi- 
ment, and indeed of the Army, as far as it 
came within my knowledge, I alſo reported 
to him the behaviour of the Court to my- 
ſelf: that matchleſs Officer ſhook his head, 
ſaid the Army was going to wreck, becauſe 
the Miniſter would have it ſo, that he had 
on many occaſions behaved diſingenuouſly 
to himſelf, and that he had come to viſit 
the Army then, much more with a view of 
ſupporting appearances with reſpect to the 
world, than from any hopes he had of do- 
ing any eflential good, that, however, he 

would make it a point to have juſtice done 
me, and to reinſtate me in the good graces 
of the Miniſter, I took this opportunity of 
recommending to his notice the eldeſt Cap- 
tain 
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tain of my Regiment, that he might be 
appointed Major of the ſame, becauſe that 
Officer had not only improved conſiderably 
in thoſe parts of the Mathematicks and Cal- 
culation, neceſſary for our exerciſes, but 
was of uſe in keeping clear and exact ac- 
counts of the pay, bread and cloathing 
of the Regiment, having found him hi 

therto diligent and aſſiduous in his duty, 
and in the execution of whatever I had 
charged him with : I was ſo much the more 
intereſted in ſupporting the pretenſions of 
this Officer, as I knew an Engliſh Colonel 
in Liſbon, lately made Inſpector of Artil- 
lery, was violently oppoſing his promotion, 
purely from a pique he had taken againſt 
me, on account of our differing in opinion 
with regard to ſome trifling parts of our 


practical exerciſes. 


ENT aa. 


\ 


* Soon after the Mareſhal General's ar- 
rival in Liſbon, a camp was formed in that 
neighbourhood, conſiſting of fourteen thou- 
ſand men of the beſt troops of the kingdom 
I was ſent for to command the Artillery, 
and preſented by the Mareſhal General to 
the Miniſter, who appeared very gracious. 
Some of the great manceuvres were tolera- 
bly executed, and every thing was done to 
keep the Count la Lippe in humour for the 
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ſhort time he was to remain among us : 
this: he felt himſelf, and haſtened his de- 
parture, which was in March of the fol- 
lowing year. I ought to have informed 
you, that ſoon after the Mareſhal General's 
arrival in Liſbon, the Engliſh Inſpector of 
Artillery, differing with him alſo in ſome 
points of diſcipline, threw up his commiſ- 
ſion and retired. I got the rank of Ma- 
jor General, and a commiſſion appointing 
me Chief Engineer and Director of the 
Works of the Fort la Lippe, which I have 
finithed ſince that time; a penſion was 
granted to my Wife, my eldeſt Captain 
was made Major of the Regiment, and the 
Mareſhal General on his departure recom- 
mended me ſtrongly to the protection of the 
Miniſter. 


© Immediately before _ la Lippe's 
departure, the Marquis de Pombal gave 
him his honor that one-third part of the 
Army ſhould be ordered to encamp near 
Liſbon regularly every Autumn, for the 
purpoſe of manceuvring, and for the King 
do paſs them in review; and before he left 
Court, had actually named the Regiments 
which were to encamp the two, following 
ſeaſons ; hawever, after having taken, as 
he thought, every ſtep to enſure the exe- 
cution 
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cution of a meaſure ſo well calculated to 
keep up military diſcipline, it vaniſhed into. 
ſmoke ; for no ſuch encampments ever 
took place. 


* Excluſive of the ruinous effects of ty- 
rannical uſage, of bad company, education 
and example, which certainly will go far 
towards rendering men abject, ſordid and 
contemptible, I am convinced there is ſome- 
thing I do not pretend to account for, in 
the inherent compoſition of the blood which 
runs in our veins, and which we derive 
from our parents, which certainly has a 
wonderful influence in conſtituting the good 
or bad qualities of our ſentiments and diſ- 
poſitions, and conſequently upon the moral 
actions of the individual ; but why the cha- 
racteriſtical bias of this nation in general 
ſhould be ſo decidedly turned to inſincerity, 
wickedneſs and fraud, in which it ſeems ſo 
far to have taken the lead, appears perfect- 
ly unaccountable; unleſs we admit, what 
indeed cannot reaſonably be denied, that 
the great acceſſion of Jewiſh blood it ac- 
quired during the reigns of Don John the 
Second, of Don Manoel, and of his ſon Don 
John the Third, by the expulſion of the 
Jews from Spain, and the forced conver- 


ſions wrought upon ſuch numbers of them 
| Ne as 
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as at that time ſought an aſylum in this 
country, has entirely vitiated the national 
character ; and what.renders this misfor- 
tune ſo much the more deplorable is, that 
the families of rank and diſtinction are 
thoſe which have been moſt directly and 
immediately affected and contaminated by 
this contagious participation. 


« This remark will not appear miſplac- 
ed, but rather neceſſary to account for the 
baſeneſs of their behaviour, as well in 
thoſe inſtances I have already mentioned, 
as in others I ſhall have occaſion to refer to 
before I conclude this narrative ; neither 
are you to imagine that I am ſingular in 
the misfortune of commanding a Regiment 
the Officers of which are for the moſt part 
compoſed of knaves of various denomina- 
tions; each Regiment is but an epitome of 
the national character, and there is not one 
in the ſervice which cannot furniſh ſimilar 
inſtances of the ſame Gepra veg and worth- 
leſs diſpoſition.” , _ Wh 


gut to return—As ſoon as our encamp- 
ment was over, and the Mareſhal General 
had for the laſt time left the kingdom, 1 
went-with my Wife to Liſbon, to kiſs the 
Miniſter and his Lady's hands, and to 
thank them for all favours received ; and 

this 
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this I afterwards found was ſo neceſſary a 
ſtep, that a neglect of it would moſt likely 
have been fatal to us. I delivered into my 
new Major's hands the commiſſion I had 
procured for him, for which he profeſſed 
le greateſt acknowledgments and perſonal 
attachment. I was now not diſſatisfied 
with my ſituation, as I had bcen ſtrongly 
encouraged in the proſecution of my duty 
by the Count la Lippe, and by the Miniſ- 
ter himſelf, who in a converſation I had 
with him, ſignified to me pretty plainly his 
own opinion of his countrymen, and that 
the beſt way to recommend myſelf to the 
King, was by purſuing the right line of my 
duty, without minding their cabals. In 
doing this, I was under the painful neceſſity 
of uſing ſeverity with ſome Officers, who 
paid too little attention to what was pre- 
{cribed to them. 


Scon after, I found my reverend Chap- 
lain again caballing, now joined by a more 
numerous party, all of whom I had made 
it my particular buſineſs to ſerve and o- 
blige; the Chaplain had even obtained leave 
to go to Court to exhibit his complaints a- 
gainſt me, and to Þring with him two 

worthleſs ſubjects he named, to make the 
depoſitions, which he, as a churchman, 
Vol. I. B b | it 
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it ſeems, could not do. I took no notice 
of what was going on, and on this occaſion 
the Miniſter condeferifled to do me juſtice, 
though in a very Irregular way, for, on 
hearing their ſtory and taking the neceſſary 


informations, he quickly ſaw the falſchood 
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and infamy of their accuſations, and ſent 
me orders to break all the three, and turn 
them out of the Regiment, without farther 
ceremony. I begged they might be regu- 
larly tried by a Court-Martial, and ſenten- 
ced according to the articles of war, but 
my requeſt was diſregarded. 


„Mean time every thing reſpecting the 
Army declined and relaxed ; thoſe Officers 
who. had any notion of doing their duty, 
were totally diſcouraged and diſguſted, by 
ſeeing no ſort of promotion take place: 
Some Regiments were without a Captain, 
others without Field Officers ; the Portu- 
gueſe Officers, envious of the Foreigners, 
who had double pay, and ſeeing things fal- 
ling back into the old channel, went to 
their uſual work of defamation and tra- 

ducing of characters, by every underhand 
and infamous means; Court-Martials with- 
out number ſat and were remitted to the 
' Miniſter, who never looked at one of them, 

nor decided any diſputes which aroſe among 
| the 
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the Regiments, which were thus fomentc« 
and increaſed, by idleneſs and indeciſion. 


My new Major had for ſome time been 
folliciting me to procure a Subaltern's com- 
miſſion for his ſon, which I had declined 
doing, as I knew he was by no means a cha- 
racter to do honor to my recommendation : 
and I now remarked, that he inſiſted in a 
more peremptory manner upon this, after 
he had got his own of Major, than he had 
ever done before; alledging, among other 
things, that even ſuppoſing his ſon did not 
poſſeſs all the merit he could with, yet I 
ought to attend to his own ſervices, and to 
his inceſſant labours for years paſt in the 
buſineſs of the Regiment. I told him that 
for his own ſervices he had been rewarded 
by my means, in the moſt honourable 
manner an Officer could aſpire to, and that 
to reward a worthleſs ſon for the merits of 
his father, though that was a doctrine long 
eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, yet it was too 
abſurd. and groſs for any man of ſenſe and 
probity to ſwallow, and that I ſhould cer- . 
tainly never adopt it. He replied, that if 
ſach was my reſolution, I might hencefor- 
ward look. to myſelf, and for his Pan be 
would do the ſame. 


n OR This 
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* This was a declaration of war, as 1 
ſoon afterwards found; and this abomina- 
ble Son of Belial had poſſeſſed reſolution 
enough to play the counterfeit for ſo many 
years, to be dihgent, adtive and honeſt, 
with the Devil in his heart, till he had ob- 
tained his promotion, which being every 
thing he had to expect from me, he thought 
it was now high time to give a looſe to his 
natural infernal diſpoſition. The Quarter- 
Maſter of the Regiment, who received and 
paid the ſubliſtence-money, and who, 1 
kne;y neither liked the Major, nor was 
liked by him, came to inform me, that the 
Major had joined a cabal of Officers and 
interior Otficers, which he was fomenting 
againſt me with accuſations of not deliver- 
ing out the cloathing due, as well as other 
articles he knew to be equally falſe. This 
made no account of, being now accuſtom- 
ed to have my ears dunned with ſuch vil- 
lainies ; however, I ordered him to deliver 
out a good quantity of overplus cloathing 
1 had in ſtore; ſo that, ſo far from want- 
ing, the Regiment was furniſhed with 
cloathing in advance for a much longer 
time than that for which I had received 1t 
from the Arſenal of the Army in Liſbon. 


. He told me likewiſe, that my Major had 


falſified ſome parts of the chief Regiſter- 
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book of the Regiment, which I had truſted 
to his care, and then made of the ſame fal- 
ſifications articles of accuſation to Court 
againſt me. I made as if I did not believe 
him, but, on inſpecting the book ſoon after, 
I found it was ſo; I therefore thought it 
was but prudent, at any rate, to take it out 
of his hands, as well as not to truſt him any 
more with the ceconomical direction of 
regimental affairs, which made him fo 
much the more venomous. 


* Some time after this I had occaſicn to 
go to Liſbon on ſome private buſineſs, and 
the villain's conſcience ſuggeſting to him I 
had an intention of repreſenting him in his 
true colours to the Miniſter, followed me, 
without obtaining any leave whatever. As 
ſoon as I was informed of this, I reported 
it to the old General who commanded in 
Liſbon, who ſent for him, reprimanded 
and ordered him back to his Regiment ; 
and directed me to put him in arreſt as 
ſoon as I returned thither, and report it to 
him, which I accordingly did. While in 
Liſbon, I accidentally met the fellow on 
whoſe account I formerly received ſo ſevere 
a reprimand, whom the Mareſhal General 
had ordered me to diſmiſs from the ſer- 
vice; and he was new in a wretched ſitua- 

5 tion. 
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tion. He told me he had been to beg a 
little charity from his old patron D. Luiz 

da Cunha, who, ſeeing him now abandon- 

ed, told him he was a raſcal, and would 

give him nothing. From pure compaſſion, 

I gave the wretch a ſmall piece of gold; at 

ſight of which, with tears in his eyes, he 

fell on his knees, and aſked my pardon for 

all the miſchief he had endeavoured to do 

me, and ſaid the only ſatisfaction he could 
now make, was td deliver me a number of 
letters, which he produced, of correſpon- 
dence he had with my precious Major, 
who had invited him to be his agent at 
Court, in giving in his memorials and pre- 
ferring his articles of accuſation againſt 

me. Theſe letters I took and brought 
with me to the Regiment. 


The day after my arrival I ſent my 
Quarter-Maſter with my receipts, as uſual, 
to the military Treaſurer of the province 
here, to receive the monthly ſubſiſtence for | 
the Regiment, which he did; but inſtead 
of paying it out to the companies, he de- 
ſerted, and went off to Badajox, in compa- 
ny with ſome Spaniſh Strolers, who hac 
been acting here. Fortunately, I was well 
acquainted with the Spaniſh General of Eſ- 
tremadura, to whom I wrote; the 1 

was 
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was ſeized, and moſt of the money found 
upon him, and returned to me; but, ac- 
cording to the Concordate between the two 
kingdoms, his perfon could not be ſent 
back, though this was what I moſt wiſhed 
for, and he was ſet at liberty. 


„A conſiderable time paſſed, and no 
notice taken of the repeated entreaties I had 
made to have my worthleſs Major remov- 
ed, at leaſt, out of the Regiment, where, 
in the idleneſs of his arreſt, he was doing 


more harm in fomenting diſcontents, and 


vile underhand intrigues, than if he were 
employed in the ſervice. In the mean time 
I received a moſt friendly letter from the 
Count la Lippe in Germany, inviting me 
to ſpend the enſuing summer with him 
thi where he had eſtabliſhed regular 
military ſchools, both. of theory and prac- 
_ tice. I readily accepted the invitation, ob- 
tained leave, and went over land, viſiting 
in my way the old ſcenes of my younger 
days at la Fere, Metz, and Straſburgh, 
where I ſtill found ſome old acquaintance, 
though after an interval of ſo many years. 


! paſſed the summer with that digni- 
fied military philoſopher the Count la 
Lippe, with all that heartfelt ſatisfaction 
which every Officer muſt enjoy, who knows 

how 
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how to improve ſuch a fortunate circum- 
ſtance to his own advantage, and to be- 
come both a better ſoldier and a better 
man. Returning through Holland, I em- 
barked at Rotterdam, and arrived at Liſ- 
bon, where I found the old General who 
commaded there, had been ſome time dead, 
and General Maclean, a countryman of 
your's, appointed in his place; I waited on 
the Miniſter and General, delivering the 
letters I brought for them, and was perfectly 
well received. In a few days more, I was 
informed that the Quarter-Maſter of my. 
Regiment who had deſerted, . was in town, 
buſy in forming complaints againſt me, 
and acting in concert with my Major, with 
whom he had formerly always been at dag- 
gers-drawing ; ſome time after, I met him 
in the ſtreet, ſeized him, ſent him to pri- 
ſon, and found on him the whole ſeries of 
his correſpondence with the Major, and 
ſuch a collection of wretched abſurdities and 
lies, varied into all the different forts of 
vileneſs, was ſurely never formed: I laid 
the whole, with the Major's other letters I 
had in my poſſeſſion before the General, 

who reported it to the Prime Miniſter, and 


they both aſſured me they were very glad 


I had laid hold of the villain, and that both 


he and the Major ſhould be made examples 


Of. 
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of. I now aſſured myſelf J had got to the 
end of this vexatious buſineſs, by having at 
leaſt the two incendiaries removed out of 
the Regiment, as had been ſo often pro- 
miſed me; but General Maclean, took no 
further account of it ; and as for the Mi- 
niſter, he was too buſy to mind ſuch trifles. 


« You may ſuppoſe, that, during this 
whole time, the Army being entirely ne- 
glected, was approaching faſt to ruin. Ac- 
cording to every information I could ob- 
tain, General Maclean's character, as an 
excellent veteran infantry Officer, was ſuf- 
ficiently eſtabliſhed, long before he came 
into this ſervice; this however is certain, 
that while: he commanded in Liſbon, his 
only and evident view was to flatter the 
Miniſter, and preſerve himſelf in his good 
opinion; and he knew he could do. this by 
no means ſo effectually, as by neglecting 
his duty: All the Regiments were in the 
ſame ſtate of apathy and univerſal relaxa- 
tion; full of little dark cabals, intrigues, 
and heart-burnings ; and continued fo to 
the moment of the late King's death, 


I had remarked, in peruſing the cor- 
reſpondence between my Major and Quar- 
ter-Maſter, that theſe two traitors. often 
mentioned the name of che Marquis of An- 

Vol. I. Cc geja, 
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geja, now the Prime Miniſter, as a perſon 
to whom they had frequent acceſs, who 
patronized their cauſe, and animated them 
in their proceedings againſt me; but I could 
not bringemyſelf to believe that a Noble- 
man of his rank would, without the ſmal- 
leſt provocation on my part, diſgrace him- 
ſelf by baſely interpoſing in favour of two 
of the moſt pitiful villains that were ever 
held up to public ſcorn and contempt ; this 
I remarked to General Maclean at the time, 
on occaſion of a ſocial conference we had 
together, giving him my opinion as above, 
and I well remember his anſwer to me, 
which was, that with all the experience I 
had acquired in this country and the ac- 
quaintance I had with the Nobility, he 
thought I had not yet reached the extent of 
their true character, nor knew how much 
they. in their hearts diſliked Foreign Officers. 


* Accordingly, when King Joſeph breath- 
ed his laſt on the 23d of February, 17%, 
and the adminiſtration fell into the hands of 
the Marquis of Angeja and the Church, I 
ſoon had occaſion to be convinced of my 
miſtake ; for whereas, till that time, the 
contemptible ſtate into which the Army had 
fallen, proceeded” chiefiy from indifference 
and neglect, (cauſes ſufficient to ruin any 
Army in a very ſhort time) ſo now the pre- 

6 ſent 
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ſent Goverment, as if not ſatisfied with the 
wretched condition in which they found 
the troops, ſeemed to take an active part in 
diſhonouring and diſgracing the.very being 
and exiſtence of a ſoldier : It appeared pre- 
ſently that they had adopted the maxim of 
ridding themfelves of Foreign Otficers, as 
quickly as poſſible. The Queen alſo, from 
miſtaken notions of what ſhe reckons piety 
and mercy, releaſed indiſcriminately all the 
malefactors of the different Regiments, 
whom the Marquis of Pombal had ſuffered 
to ſtarve and rot for years in the priſons, 
under ſentences of Court-martials, and, 
pardoning them all, either reſtored them to 
their Regiments, or ſent them to ſerve a- 
broad ; all which behaviour, though abo- 
minable, was, in my opinion, nothing 
when compared to the more direct influence 
of the preſent Miniſter, in favour of the 
two worthleſs Officers of my Regiment Who 
ſtill remained in arreſt ; for the Governor 
here received an order, in the Queen's 
name from the preſent Secretary of War, to 
releaſe the Major and Quarter-Maſter of 
my Regiment, who, he ſaid, had been un- 
juſtly confined by their Colonel, who had 
never made any report of the ſame, nor 
aſſigned any reaſon for confining them. 
And here you will remark, that in order to 


Cc 2 find 


4 + of 
" * 
— - — — — k — — 


ji 204 SKETCHES Or 


find a pretence for their enlargement, the 
| Secretary of War is made to advance in the 
name of his Sovereign, a moſt notorious 
falſehood; for in every monthly return, 
for years before to that moment, the con- 
finement of theſe two men was regularly 
reported, as well as the cauſe of it, which 
allthe world alſo knew by a variety of other 
information: Thus I found to my coſt, 
whit the two traitors mentioned in their 
letters, concerning the countenance they re- 
ceived from the Marquis of Angeja was 
tcue; they enjoy it ſtill, and are now doing 
duty in the Regiment. 


* Judge then, Gentlemen, what a ſitu- 
ation I muſt be in? and what intereſt I, or 
any man of feeling or honeſty can now 
have in ſuch a ſervice ? For my own part, I , 
arp .totally indifferent about it, as I am 
no old, I ſhall endeavour to rub through 
in the beſt manner I can, and any hole 
will ſerve a, man to die in. 


„Whether I have ſatisfied or entertained 
you by my relation I know not; only this 
I am certain of, that I have told you no- 
thing but the truth.” 


i I leave you to think in what terms we 
acknowledged our obligations to Mr. de Va- 
| Le. | leré, 
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lere, for ſuch an intereſting account ; and 
| again repeat Lord Freeman's obſervation, 
that its peculiar value conſiſts in being lite- 
rally matter of fact, of which we all have 
the fulleſt conviction. My next to you 
will probably be from Almeida, for which 
place we ſet out to-morrow morning early. 
— Good night. | 
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L ET T E R XIV. 


Porto, 1778. 


DAR BROTHER, 


W are at laſt arrived here, as J hope, 
to reſt for ſome time, after going over ſuch 
an extent of rough and mountainous coun- 
try, and at ſuch an advanced ſeaſon of the 
year: The banks of the river Douro are 
prodigiouſly ſtrong on both ſides, and a 
ſmall body of men properly employed on 
one ſide, might baffle the efforts of an Ar- 
my to croſs it from the other; the ri ver it- 
ſelf is ſunk between its high and ſteep banks, 
covered with vine-yards, which furniſh the 
wine you drink in England under the name 
of Port; but which is ſo different from 
what you drink of it here, in the poſſeſſion 
of the people who make it: The Douro, 
like the Rhone, 1s violent and rapid in its 
courſe, with few or no meanders; and, as 
is the caſe with all torrents when provoked 
and ſwelled with the rains, eſpecially of the 
vernal equinox, it becomes often fatal to 
the ſhipping in the harbour of this city. 


Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding a good ſhare of fatigue 
I have gone through, I think I have eve- 
ry reaſon to be ſatisfied with the trip I have 
taken round the frontiers of this country ; 
were it for no other reaſon than the acqui- 
ſitien of ſo valuable an acquaintance as 
Lord Freeman : I can have no reaſon for 
being diſpoſed to love and regard him, but 
ſuch as I diſtinguiſh in his perſonal merit 
and accomplithments, and if that excellent 
young man has admitted me to his intimate 
confidence, I muſt aſcribe it to his diſcover- 
ing in my ſentiments and purſuits, a ſimi- 
larity correſponding with his own, on which 
account J have reaſon to believe we have 
been mutually of uſe to each other, we are 
therefore leſs inclined to ſeparate now than 
ever, and I hope ſoon to be able to acquaint 
you with the particular motives of his jour- 
ney to this country: In the mean time, I 
ſhall here continue the account of our leav- 
ing Elvas, and proceeding in our obſerva- 
tions, till we reached this place. 


As ſoon as General Valere had finiſhed 
his narrative, as mentioned in my laſt, 
young John Carlos was the firſt to declare, 
that he had learned more that evening of 
the real character of his countrymen, than 
he had been able to collect by obſervation 

during 
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during his whole life. Mr. de Valere ſaid, 
that, not to overcharge our memory with 
too much matter at once, he had been as 
compendious as pofhble, but that he would 
give us letters for other Officers we would 
meet with m our travels, who would not 
fail continuing to us the ſame fort of in- 
formation; for, that the ſame national cha- 
racter produced every where equal or ſimi- 
lar effects. John Carlos replied, that it was 
a difgrace to any ſociety, when fuch a vile 
character as his Major was permitted to 
exiſt in it; and yet, young Gentleman, 
(ſaid Valere) if you were to exterminate 
all. fuch characters from the Portuguete Ar- 
my, as it now ſtands, you would leave it 
nearly without Officers; but it is not fo 
much of thoſe wicked and abandoned diſ- 
poſitions I complain, as of the fupport and 
countenance they every where meet with: 
If the Portugueſe Nobility, and men of 
rank, General Officers, and commanding 
Officers of Regiments, were but hallf as in- 
duſtrious in diſcountenancing and deſpiſing 
Knaves, Slanderers, Pimps, Paraſites, Ca- 
tamites, Thieves and Murderers, as they 
are every where aſhduous in difcovering, 
cheriſhing and protecting fuch an infamous 
race,, we ſhould quickly ſee a noble and* 
univerſal change: For mftance, I have 
ns known 
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known numbers of them in my preſence, 
condemn the conduct of my Major, and be- 
ſtow on him every diſhonourable epithet, 
his treachery and ingratitude deſerved ; and 
very ſoon after I have ſeen them hugging 
the ſame man, in high glee and converſa- 
tion with him, aſking him to their houſes, 
and admitting him to every degree of 
friendſhip and ſociability : Now while there 
exiſts in the nation a number of perſons of 
high rank and influence, whoſe conduct 
will always be copied by inferiors, and who 
can reconcile ſuch abominable behaviour 
with the principles of honor, I leave you 
to judge of the conſequences. 


It was by this time growing late, and as 
we had diſpoſed every thing for leaving 
Elvas the next morning, we begged to have 
ſupper ſoon, and it was immediately ſerved. 
We took an opportunity of thanking Mrs. 
Valere very kindly for her hoſpitality : the 
General delivered us a few lines of intro- 
* duction to ſome of his friends in Almeida; 
we aſſured him, we had not words ſuffi- 
cient to do Juſtice to the ſenſe we entertain- 
ed of his friendly behaviour, as well for 
the perſonal information he had afforded 
us, as for what we had gathered from the 
peruſal of the papers he had favoured us 
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with; and that no diſtance of time or place 
ſhould ever eraſe the acknowledgment of 
his kindneſs from our memories. 


The next morning we left the garriſon 


.of Elvas, and employed above fourteen 


days ſucceſſively, in viſiting all the poſts, 
grounds and ſituations, mentioned in the 
Count la Lippe's memorial of the campaign 
of 1762, undergoing much fatigue in tra- 
velling over ſuch a rugged and barren coun- 


try, and coming into miſerable villages and 


hamlets, where, often we could not find ſo 
much as a bit of bread for ourſelves, nor 
forage for our horſes, though we found the 
peaſants every where civil and ready to 
oblige us, and to ſerve as guides to where- 
ever we wiſhed to go. In our difficulties we 
found our beſt way was to addreſs ourſelves 
to the Curate or Vicar, wherever we found 
one, and by his means and the interven- 
tion of a little money, any thing that could 
be had was provided for us. 


At laſt, after examining the intereſting 
grounds on both ſides of the Tagus, parti- 
cularly the famous Paſs of Villa-velha, we 
arrived at the town of Caſtel Branco, where 
we reſted ſome days, and from hence my 


laſt letters to you were dated, after which 


we continued our route by Pena-macor, Sa- 
bugal, 
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bugal, Covilham and Alfayates, to Almei- 


da, for the moſt part through a rocky, bar- 
ren country, eſpecially as we approached 
the garriſon: On arriving there, we were 
conducted as uſual from the Barrier to the 
Officer commanding in the place, who hap- 
pened at the time to be walking on the pa- 
rade; a tall, ſtout, ſurly-looking man, of 
a Mulatto colour, who aſked us in a 
haughty tone, what was our buſineſs 
there? we replied, that we had letters for 
the King's Lieutenant : He told us, he was 
gone out with ſome of his countrymen on 
a ſhooting party a few days ago, and he 
did not know when he would return. Lord 
Freeman was ſo diſſatisfied with this ſort 
of reception, that he would not remain a 
moment longer in the garriſon, though it 
was then rather late. 


Following therefore the road which 
leads northward to the Douro, we pati ied 
under Caſtel Rodrigo, continuing our jour- 
ney till it was quite dark, when it became 
neceſſary to ſtop in a ſmall poor village, 
our _ cattle being by this time entirely 
knocked up; we found our way however, 
to a wretched Inn, where we houſed our 
horſes, but no ſort of provender for them, 
nor of eatables for ourſelves were to be 
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ad; we ſeparated, as we had done on for- 
mer occaſions, to ſearch through the vil- 
lage for bread and wine, or any thing elſe 
we could procure. It happened that John 
Carlos in his ramble, eſpied a white houſe 
ſomewhat larger than the others, with a 
ſtone ſtair on the outſide ; he knocked at 
the door, when it was opened, he entered 
into a fort of large hall, where he ſaw a 
table ſet out with ſeveral covers, ready for 
ſupper ; John Carlos bleſſed himſelf at the 
fight ! aſking whoſe houſe it was? he was 
anſwered it was the Curate's, but that he 
had lent it for that night to the King's 
Lieutenant of Almeida, who was in the 
next room with ſome other company ; John 
begged to be introduced to them, which, 
as ſoon as he was, and had told them his 
ſtory, they all ſet out to ſearch for Lord 
Freeman and myſelf in the village, and 
having found us after ſome time, we re- 
turned to head-quarters, where we had a 
plentiful ſupper, which was moſt accept- 


able to us, and tolerable accomodation as to 
beds. 


The next morning we were for ſetting 
forward to the Douro, but the King's Lieu- 
tenant would by no means conſent to it, 
but entreated us to return with him to his 

garriſon, 
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garriſon, and favour him with our company 
for a few days, ſaid, that if we liked ſhoot- 
ing, we could not be in a better part of the 
country for our amuſement, and as a fur- 
ther inducement, he informed us that two 
or three of our countrymen from a garriſon 
in the next province, had juft come to pay 
him a viſit, and he hoped we ſhould all 
make agreeable company together. We 
accordingly returned with them to Almeida, 
which we reached to dinner; after which 
we walked round the ramparts; and hav- 
ing viſited all the garriſon, found nothing 
new in regard to military matters after 
having ſeen that of Elvas : two things only 
excited our ſurpriſe, one was to obſerve the 
great diſtance at which the Spaniards had 
raiſed their neareſt battery, at the ſiege 
of Almeida in 1762, with which they 
however made a ſort of breach, but this 
they could not have done, had they met 
with any oppoſition. This battery was at 
above ſeven hundred yards diſtance from 
the point attacked, and as the beſiegers 
were ſeldom incommoded by any ſhot from 
the garriſon, they had all the time to exe- 
cute their buſineſs whicl the formality of 
their proceedings required. The other was, 
to obſerve the awkward and obſequious 
- ſubmiſſion, with which the ill-looking Of- 
ficer | 
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ficer who had received us ſo haughtily but 
the day before now attended us, on ſeeing 
the reception we had from his ſuperiors. 


I ſhall conclude this with a ſhort ſketch 
of a few of the characters we met with 
here, as I was able to pick them up in par- 
ticular converſations I had with different 
perſons of the company. 


The King's Leiutenant of Almeida 1s a 
native of North Britain, an old and wor- 
thy Officer, who, after having ſerved dur- 
the courſe of two wars in the armies of his 
own country, had been induced, like many 
others, to remain 1n the ſervice of Portu- 
gal, where he has been eminently uſeful, 
till the death of the late King; at which 
period being diſſatisfied, with his ſituation, 
(as all the others were) he attempted to 
better it by returning to the ſervice of his 
own country, but was unſucceſsful. He 
was however ſo far lucky, that though a 
favourite of the former Adminiſtration, he 
is not at all diſliked by the preſent. Such 
is the ſpeaking candour and undeſigning 
uprightneſs of his character, that the pre- 
ſent Premier, who, by all accounts, is the 
moſt deſigning, diſi ngenuous character a- 
live, believes, that if it be in the power of 


any 
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any man, unaſſiſted by ſuperior grace, to 
return good for evil, this Officer 1s the 
man ; and his opinion of his fidelity and 


diſintereſtedneſs is ſo great, that for ſome 


time he entruſted him with the military 
government of the whole province of the 


Beira—Such is the quality of probity and 
goodneſs, that ſometimes the moſt worth- 
leſs characters, when in authority, find their 
own account in making uſe of them. 


Lord Freeman ſaw into his diſpoſition at 
once; for it was open as the day, without 
ſhadow of guile or deceit, and he loved 
and honored him ; nor was his eſteem leſs 
for another officer he met there, who had 
come on a viſit from the neighbouring 
province of Tras-os-Mfntes ; he was an 
Engliſhman, of the name of Saint Amour, 
of a humour conſiderably different from 
the former. Hewas a man of a clear judg- 
ment and comprehenſion, impetuous in 
his temper, and much diſpoſed to rally 
and abuſe the Clergy, the Nuns aud Fry- 
ars, whoſe hypocritical and immoral man- 
ner of life furniſhed him with continual 
topicks of ſatire, and well-grounded ani- 
madverſion. 


There was another character among 


them not a little ſingular, an Hibernian 
originally, 
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originally, but he had lang left his native 
country, of which he had very little re- 
membrance; indeed almoſt the only memen- 
to he retained of it, was that which he pre- 
ſerved ſtrongly on his tongue. He ſtill re- 
tained however all the reſolute firmneſs of 
Iriſhmen ; and after having fought to very 
little purpoſe in the character of a Gentle- 
man Cadet in the Iriſh Brigades both af 
France and Spain, he paſſed over to this 
country at the breaking out of the war in 
1762, and ſignalized his entry into this ſer- 
vice by a piece of behaviour characteriſtic 
of ſome of our countrymen. It is ſo ſin- 
gular I muſt relate it to you. 


Colonel Mackilphan, (which is this Gen- 


tleman's name) as ſoon as he arrived at 


Abrantes in June, 1762, where the Count 
la Lippe then was aſſembling the Portu- 
gueſe Army with all the deſpatch poſſible, 
the enemy having at that time entered the 
Frontiers, gave the Count ſuch a ſatisfac- 
tory and military account of the move- 
ments of the Spaniſh Army, that he reſolv- 
ed to employ him on ſome ſmall expediti- 
ons and reconnoltring parties, all which he 
executed in ſuch a ſoldier-like manner, as 
made the Count employ him on a ſervice 


of more ccnſcquence. He had found all 
his 
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his endeavours to forward the farmation of 
magazines and equipment of the Army, 
when he was ſo twuch preſſed for time, 
trayerſed and fruſtrated, by the dilatori- 
neſs of the Paymaſter-General of the troops, 
then alſo at head-quarers, inſomuch that 
he had been obliged to repreſent his repeat- 
ed miſbeha viour and neglects to the Miniſ- 
ter, requeſting his removal, but without 
effect: the whole Army complained of his 
tardineſs in making the reſpective payments, 
according to the orders he received from the 
Mareſhal General, infomuch that on one 
occaſion, the Count had been fo provoked 
as to inflict corporal puniſhment upon the 
perſon of his Paymaſter-General, by kick- 
ing him down from the top of a fiight of 
winding ſtairs in the Caſtle of Abrantes, on 
which occaſion the fat puffing Paymaſter, 
tumbled or rather rolled like a butter-ball 
to the bottom; and this incident was as 
publicly known as it was applauded.— 
To return to Mackilphan— The Marcſhal 
General ſoon after, ordered a confidera- 
ble detachment to be got ready, which 
he put under Mackilphan's command, giv- 
ing lum his inſtructions, and an crder to 
receive from the Paymaſter-General the 
ſubſiſtence for his detachment during the 
time they ſhould be out upon command. 

Vor. I. Ee Mackil- 
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Mackilphan preſented the order, and was 
defired to wait a little, to which he gently 
replied, that his orders were of ſuch a preſ- 
ſing nature as to admit of no delay, and 
urging again ſoon after to be deſpatched : 
the Paymaſter-General, (whoſe name was 
Durao, and whoſe character was, to be as 
abject and fawning before his ſuperiors, as 
inſolent and brutal to all he conſidered equal 
to, or beneath himſelf) looking contemp- 
tuouſly at Mackilphan's uniform, which 
was ſtill Spaniſh, and which he was not ac, 
quainted with, anſwered him roughly, that 
he had then buſineſs of more conſequence 
to attend to; and that he ſhould be paid 
the money he wanted at the fame time with 
the reſt of the Spaniſh deſerters.'—Colonel 
Mackilphan, in a rage, at ſuch a piece of 
inſolence, took one of the two piſtols 
he always carried in his belt, and clap- 
ping it inſtantly to the Paymaſter's fore- 
head, drew the trigger, but it miſſed fire; 
however, frightened out of his ſenſes, the 
Paymaſter dropped under the table, and 
there was an uproar in the office. Mackil- 
phan returned directly, and related the af- 
fair, exactly as it happened, to Count la 
Lippe, who told him he was exceed- 
ingly mortified that his piſtol had miſſed 
fire. The Colonel ſaid he had ſtill another 
| " 
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good flint, which he was certain would 


not miſs, and that he would juſt return to 
do the Paymaſter's buſineſs effectually. 
To this however the Count did not con- 
ſent; but ordered an Aid du Camp with 
him, who procured payment, and he was 
deſpatched immediately. 


Such was Colonel Mackilphan's firſt entry 
into the Portugueſe ſervice, where Count 
la Lippe took him by the hand, and puſh- 
ed him on; and he has, on all occaſions, 
behaved perfectly like a Gentleman, no 
Foreign Officer having been more reſpected 
by the natives of all ranks, convinced that 
he never would put up with the ſhadow of 
neglect on their part, without calling them 
to account for it, in the manner they of all 
others deteſt and abhor the moſt. As a good 
Catholic, he has been particularly fortu- 
nate in ingratiating himſelf with the Prieſts, 
and by the intereſt and ſupport of the 
Bithop of the dioceſe where he reſides, he 
had, not long before our arrival at Almei- 
da, effected an advantageous marriage with 


a young Heireſs. in that part of the country, 


ſo as to render himſelf independent of the 


ſcrvice, and for that reaſon ſo much the 
more reſpected by the Miniſtry. 


Ee 2 I may 
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I may add to the above, the character of 
another very worthy Gentleman of the 
ſame country with the King's Lieutenant, 
ho has the rank of Brigadier in the Army, 
and is Colonel of a Regiment of Cavalry in 
the/ Rdn province. In his diſpoſition, I 
think, he reſembles a good deal the Eng- 
liſhman; but is compelled to be more pru- 
dent, being entirely eſtabliſhed in this coun- 
try, and depending on it, having ſome time 
ago married a Lady of high rank and fa- 
mily in the ſame. This Gentleman, when 
a much younger man, had made himſelf 
remarkable in Paris, by an encounter he 
had there with your celebrated patriot Al- 
derman Wilkes: and when he came firſt to 
Portugal, I am told, he was conſidered as 
a Tilter, or a Bretteur ; but, a very little 
experience of the propriety of his conduct 
and character, ſoon convinced the world that 
he was as incapable of giving an affront, 
as he was of receiving it from any man. 


As 1 was cloſing this I have juſt received 
your's, which I thall anſwer by the next 
opportunity. Till then, adieu. 
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Porto, 1778. 


Dear BROTHER, 


Weir any of us diſpoſed te eſtimate 
our felicity according to the goodneſs or 
badneſs of our living, we have as much 
reaſon to congratulate ourſelves on our ar- 
rival here, as we have hitherto had to deem 
ourſelves unfortunate on our Journey hi- 
ther. Monſieur Haudricourt, Lord Free- 
man's Valet, has been laviſh in his curſes 
on the country we have travelled through. 
But here the Chriſtmas pies, the fat turkics, 
the fine ſirloins, the jellies and creams of 
all kinds, and every other delicacy are to 
be met with in ahundance. The Foreign 
Merchants, eſpecially the Engliſh, who are 
by far the moſt numerous, not only live in 
affluence themſelves, and much better than 
the ſame perſons would do in London, but 


the natives follow their example, and hve 


much in the ſame manner; and I am aſ- 
ſured, they mix and communicate more 
with the Foreigners here, than their coun- 

trymen 
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trymen do with thoſe eſtabliſhed in Liſbon, 
where, as being the Court, it were more 
natural to expect a diſpoſition to urbanity 
and mutual intercourſe. 


But, be that as it may, we ſhould have 
little reaſon, in my humble opinion, to re- 
gret the want of ſo many good dinners as 
we are aſked to, while we poſſeſs ſo ex- 
traordinary and valuable a landlord as the 
Gentleman who inſiſted on our taking up 
our reſidence in his houſe, who 1s no other 
than the Britiſh Conſul here, and the moſt 
entertaining companion I have met with 
any where. He is almoſt in every thing 
the reverſe of his brother Conſul at Faro, 
in the other end of the kingdom. If this 
was dumb, moroſe and penſive, the other 
is verſatile, ſprightly and communicative 
in the higheſt degree, and has a wonderful 
ſkill in adapting himſelf to all companies 
and languages he happens to meet with. 
If the Conſul of Faro paſſed his life among 
the numerous Clerks he has in his Count- 
ing-houſe, and in attending to the concerns 
of a large family of children, his Col- 
league of Porto, living in a very large 
houſe, has no Counting-houſe nor family 
to mind, and though far enough at preſent 
from being a young man, is ſtill a bache- 

| lor, 
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Tor, and his domeſtics conſiſt of a withered 
old Portugueſe beldam, paſt eighty, who 
makes his bed, lights his fire, and ſends 
him in his breakfaſt, and a young Galician 
boy, who cleans his ſhoes, and brings him 
a powdered wig once or twice every day 
from the neareſt barber's-ſhop. His library 
conſiſts of a large and heterogeneous col- 
lection of books, which we viſit and fre- 
quent at all hours, and I think we ſeem 
now to be more maſters of the houſe than 
himſelf. When he inſiſted on our lodging 
with him, he ſwore he would find us in 
nothing but clean beds and breakfaſt ; for 
as to dinners and ſuppers, it was the buſi- 
neſs of the city to find them for us; and 
indeed hitherto we have had more friendly. 
invitations of that kind, than it has been 
poſſible for us to anſwer. 


In the mornings, as is natural, we are 
generally inclined to read, and repair to 
the library, in ſize much more reſembling 
a public than a private one. Our young 
Prieſt, John Carlos, indeed ſeldom leaves 
it, fo delighted is he with the fort of reading 
he finds here, which is perfectly new to 
him. Among the firſt queſtions Lord Free- 
man aſked the Conſul was, if he could let 


him have the uſe of a Bible ? The Conſul 
ſtared, 
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ſtared, and told him, it was really one of 
the laſt requeſts he expected to be made 
him by an Engliſh Officer | However, he 
carried us to a long ſhelf, where we found 
copies of almoſt all the editions which have 
been printed from Cardinal Ximenes's Com- 
plutenſian Polyglot down to Dean Ryder's 
Family Bible. Lord Freeman ſaid he was 
already pretty well acquainted with that 
invaluable book, but as his young compa- 
nion John Carlos had never ſeen one, he 
was willing to introduce it to his acquaint- 
ance. There was ſomething humorous and 
ſarcaſtic in the very arrangement of the 
[ Conſul's books. On the ſame ſhelf with 
the Bibles were to be found Sale's and 
Savary's Tranſlations of the Koran, and Je 
Syſteme de la Nature, with Bryant's Antient 
Mythology, and Gebelin's Monde Pr imitif. 
On another ſhelf we found the Adventures 
of Don Quixote; on one fide of him was 
_ the Life and Miracles of his countryman 
Saint Ignatius of Loyola, and on the other 
a ſplendid copy of John Bunyan's Holy 
| War, which was ſupported by a moſt yo- 
| luminous Life of Saint Jago, or James, 
| the great Apoſtle of Spain, who has been 
ſeen ſo often fighting on a white horſe at 
| the head of the Spaniſh troops againſt the 
Moors, as Caſtor and Pollux were ſeen 
[ : fighting 
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fighting on horſeback in the Roman army, 
when Aulus Poſthumius the Dictator, at- 
tacked Oda vius Mamilius the Tuſculan, at 
Regillus ; among ſeveral volumes of the 
abſurd and unintelligible jargon of the 
Thomiſts and Scotiſts, and other ſchoolmen, 
we found intermixed Doctor Beattic's Eflay 
on Truth and Locke's Eſſay on the Human 
Underſtanding ; ; and a large collection of 
what is reckoned by the Spaniſh and Por- 
tugueſe Div ines the beſt and graveſt of theit 
Lenten and Miſſionary Sermons, was con- 
traſted by Biſhop Tillotſon's Works and by 
Doctor Blair -and Fordyce's excellent Diſ- 
courſes, which laſt I had never ſeen before ; 3 
David Hume's Eſſays were poſted cloſe by 
the Works of Saint Auſtin, and the fiery and 
impatient Martin Luther was pertectly quiet 
in company with the zealous and declaim- 
ing annaliſt Cardinal Baronius. 


But, beſides the above, the Conful's li- 
brary is well furniſhed with books in all 
Arts and Sciences, eſpecially the mathema- 
tical, in which he is conſtantly dabbling, 


and has a large manuſcript cqltlection the has 
made, of problems and theorems of his 
own ;arranging or compoſition; in another 
well lighted room adjoining the library, 
ſtands a pair gf we ages globes I have 
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vet ſeen, and I think the wooden horizon- 
tal circle cannot be much leſs than four 
feet in diameter; theſe have been lately fi- 
niſhed here under his own direction, for he 
keeps three or four ingenious artiſts almoſt 
conſtantly employed in his houſe. In the 
globes, he has made a variety of intereſting 
alterations and improvements, according to 
the moſt authentic modern accounts he could 
collect, as well in the celeſtial as terreſtrial 
globe; in this laſt he has formed the oblate 
ſpheroid, with the diameter of the axis to 
that of the equator, as 177 to 178, the firſt 
being 18340 toiſes ſhorter than the laſt; he 
has inſerted many new iſlands in the Paci- 
fic Ocean, and marked the ſettings of the 
currents in many different parts of the globe, 
not expreſſed on any other, and this he has 
been the better able to do by means of an 
extenſive collection he has made of Voya- 
ges and Travels, and by comparing them 
together, for he appears to be particularly 
well inſtructed in the eſſential parts of Prout 
navigation. 


From his library you aſcend by a ſpaci- 
ous ſtaircaſe to a platform, covered with 
lead, which ſerves him for an obſervatory, 
with an apartment at one end of it contain- 
ing a neat collection of inſtruments : From 

[this 
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this place, the Conſul aſſured us he has of- 
ten ſeen the planet Venus. with his naked 
eye, in the morning above the Sun and to 
the weſtward of him, and as he ſuppoſed 
then in her Aphelion; and when he ap- 
plied but a common glaſs to her, ſhe ap- 
peared with one ſide brightly illuminated, 
like a beautiful ivory ball, ſuſpended in 
the vaſt regions of ſpace ; ſo fine and clear 
is the atmoſphere generally in this coun- 
try. | | | 


It were endleſs to mention the variety 
of entertainment the Conſul affords us ; his 
dexterous contrivances of the camera obſcura, 
and his ingenious methods of exactly copy- 
ing every thing therein repreſented, his ſolar 
microſcopes, and his apparatus for electri- 
cal experiments; this indeed, had twice be- 
fore procured him the honor of a viſit from 
the Commiſſaries of the holy Inquiſition of 
Coimbra, urged thereto by the univerſal 
cry and prevailing opinion of the Prieſts 
and common people, that the Conſul was 
a Magician, who, by his art and the help 
of the Devil, drew the thunderbolts from 
the clouds into his own garden. It ſeems 
he had fixed a long bar of iron horizontally 
over his houſe, from one end of which was 
ſuſpended an iron chain, the other end 

Ff 2 whereof 
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whereof fetched down to a flower-plot un- 
der his windows, and here the lightning, 
running down the chain, on occaſion of 
a thunder-ftorm paſting, had ſometimes 
made holes in the foft earth, and on one 
oc-aſion a very large one, blowing all his 
floivers about, and this incident had made 
a great noife in the city. It happened, that 
both the Commiſſaries were men of ſome 


candor and reflection, Who; comparing the 


Conſul's eſtabliſhed virtuous character with 
ſuch a black accuſation, could not help 
thinking it abſurd; and, what was perhaps 
no leſs fortunate for the Conſul, their viſits 
happened at a time when the Inquiſition, 
being entirely under the controul of the 
Marquis of Pombal, durſt not take any ſtep 
without his expreſs permiſſion ; the Conſul 
received their viſits reſpectfully, entertained 
them very politely, and, explaining to 
them the whole procels of his experiments, 
ſophical manner, but in terms they readily 
comprehended, he ſent them away perfect. 


ly well ſatisfied, and enraged at the ridlicu- 


lous accuſations of their ignorant country- 
men., | 
The ſatisfaction We enjoy in the Conſul's 

company is very much damped; by the 


ear 
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near proſpect we have of loſing it, for Lord 
Freeman is in daily, nay hourly hopes of a 
ſummons to Liſbon, and I ſhall certainly 
accompany him whenever he goes ; his be- 
haviour has been ſo uniformly and remark- 
ably friendly, that nothing can exceed it ; 
he has even gone ſo far as to truſt me with 
the ſecret of his journey into this country, 
which is in ſubſtance the ſame with what 
his Valet de Chambre had related to me, as 
far as that information went, hut it was not 
till very lately that he himſelf informed me 
of the reaſon of our not repairing immediate- 
ly to Liſbon. © On our arrival at Faro, (faid 
he to me the other evening) the firſt letter 
I opened of thoſe ſent me from Liſbon, was 
from a faithful ſervant I have ſtationed 
there, which informed me, that ſoon after 
my leaving London, my deareſt Donna Lu- 
cretia, Preparing to ſet out for Liſbon, and 
happening to make a farewel vilit to a fa- 
mily in Hammerſmith, where the ſmall- 
pox then raged, had been ſuddenly ſeized 
with the infection, and had been even dan- 
gerouſly ill, but was then perfectly recover- 
ed; in all which I was confirmed by her 
own letters, in which ſhe acqainted me that 
ſhe had been entirely covered with the ul- 
cers, but that there had not remained the 
leaſt mark or dint on any part of her, in 

conſequence ; 
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conſequence, that, as I well knew the little 
value ſhe had always ſet upon that beauty, 
I had affected ſo much to admire, ſo now 
the dear bought experience of appearing 
before her glaſs as the loathſome diſorder 
increaſed upon her, had taught her to hold 
it in ſtill much leſs eſteem; and to conſider 
it as the moſt adventitious and precarious 
of all the gifts of fortune; that however de- 
cency and a proper reſpect for herſelf and 
for the world, required that ſhe ſhould keep 
to her apartments till the redneſs of the ſkin, 
occaſioned by the eruption of the puſtules, 
was entirely worn off, which the Phyſici- 
ans aſſured her could not be in leſs than two 
or three months, and therefore, to her 
great regret, I muſt not expect to ſee her 
in Liſbon before that time. 


* made haſte to anſwer her with every 
endearing expreſſion of love, gratitude, and 
never- failing attachment, informing her, 
that as I was then on my way to meet her 
at Liſbon, I ſhould employ the intervening 
time in making a tour in this kingdom, till 
I ſhould be informed from Liſbon of her 
arrival there, when I would make it my 
only buſineſs to fly to her feet. The time 
for her arrival muſt now be at hand, and 
I ſtand on the tip- toe of expectation, ready 

| to 
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to ſet off at a minute's notice ; and I hope 
you will not deprive me of the ſatisfaction 
of your company.” 


I afſured his Lordſhip, it would now 
give me ſenſible pain to part with him ; 
and that, while I remained in this country, 
I deſired nothing ſo much as to enjoy the 
happineſs of his converſation. 


I muſt now anſwer your laſt ſhort epiſ- 
tle, in which you inform n me of our ſiſter's 
marriage. 


Had you, when you laſt wrote, re- 
cerved the letter I wrote you from Faro, 
very ſoon after my arrival in this country, 
I preſume you would not have found it ne- 
ceſſary to give me ſuch an apologetical 
account of that tranſaction. I hope, how- 
ever, you have received that letter before 
now ; for by it you will ſee how different 
my ſentiments, in matters which concern 
religion are, from thoſe you gratuitouſly 
ſuppoſe me to be governed by. The more 
reflect upon the ſtate of our infancy and 
youth, the more I am convinced that a 
good education is the greateſt piece of. good 
fortune that can happen to either man 
or woman, and more eſpecially to the 
latter. In the former, a more extenſive 

| view 
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view of things, improved by reaſon and 
reflection, will do much towards rectifying 
his ideas, and reſcuing them from that la- 
byrinth of miſtaken knowledge, in which 
a ſyſtem of learned ignorance had led them 
aſtray : in the latter, even ſuppoſing the 
rational powers and the faculties of the un- 
derſtanding to be equal with ours, yet to 
know and do the right, they labour under 
many diſadvantages we are not expoſed to; 
their uniform and ſtationary manner of life 
deprives them of many opportunities we 
enjoy; and the abſence of reaſon, or which is 
the ſame, the predominance of the paſſions, 
which is often miſtaken for it, makes them 
adhere more obftinately to opinions once 
taught or adopted, without farther reflec- 
tion, or admitting of compariſons, in mat- 


ters eſpecially which they are affiduoufly 


taught to confider as above their compre- 
henſion. Such perſons, therefore, require 
the more immediate interpoſition of a fa- 
ther's or. a brother's friendly care, to direct 
their ſteps in the greateſt circumſtance of 
their lives, I mean their eſtabliſhment in 
the world by marriage; and though I am 
perfectly well pleaſed to find the perſon 
our ſiſter has married is fo much to her 


Uiking, yet 1 am much happier to know 


hut he was of nga than of her 
un z 
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own; at the ſame time I muſt tell you, 1 
think her lover's condeſcenſion to her pre- 
judices, and eſpecially your's, have carried 
you both too far in two articles, wherein 
you certainly ſhould not have been ſo com- 
plaiſant ; and to which I muſt beg leave to 
enter my objections. 


You muſt know, that both in Spain and 

this country, when a Proteſtant man in- 
| tends marrying a Roman Catholic woman, 
the Pope's Nuncio 1s provided with powers 
from Rome to grant a diſpenſation, on pay- 
ing for it, for without money Rome gives 
nothing; and every Proteſtant who marries 
in theſe countries, is therefore under the 
neceſſity of complying with this piece of 
mockery. But it is too ridiculous to ſubmit 
to the ſame in England or Ireland, where 
marriage is what it ought to be, only a ct- 
vil contract, and where any country Curate 
could have done the ceremony as effectual- 
ly, to all intents and purpoſes whatever, 
without paying ſuch an exorbitant ſum for 
an imaginary diſpenſation from a particular 
Biſhop of a far diſtant country, with whom 
we have no manner of connection; the com- 
plaiſance therefore of a lover, in yielding to 
his miſtreſs's prejudices and miſplaced in- 
treaties, is much more excuſcable than 

Vol. I. Gg your's, 
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your's, and I am both heartily ſurprifed and 
ſorry you ever gave your conſent. 


But what ſhall I ſay to the other article; 
Which is of a much more ſerious nature, 
and on which the happineſs or miſery of a 
diſtant poſterity may in a great meaſure 
depend ? 


The many examples alledged of the ſame 
practice in other perſons, make nothing to 
the point; or if they do, they ought only 
to ſerve as beacons upon rocks, to direct 
the prudent pilot to avoid, inſtead of ſteer- 
ing for them: Nay, had the bridegroom 
only concluded his bargain exactly contra- 
ry to what he has done, much miſchief 
might have been prevented ; had jt only 
been ſtipulated that the male and not the 
the female iſſue of the marriage ſhould be- 
educated in the Poptſh belief, the boys 
would, for the reaſons I mentioned above, 
have moſt probably atoned in due time, 
by a return to reaſon, (as we have done) 
for the folly of their parents. But it is a 
provoking ſpecies of cruelty, that innocent 
and helpleſs girls ſhould, without any fault 
of thejr's, at their firſt appearance in the 
world, be put into trammels and chains, 
. Which they muſt wear through life, and by 
that 
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that means entail the ſame ſort of curſe 
upon their innocent poſterity. 


I ſpeak my mind to you freely and 
candidly, as I feel it dictated by Conſcience, 
that awful and impartial guide; and I do 
it with the more confidence, as I am cer- 
tain you are of the ſame opinion, which in 
the preſent inſtance you only diſpenſed 
with, out of condeſcenſion to the entreatics 
of a woman and a ſiſter. But it ſhould 
have occurred to you, that even ſuch con- 
deſcenſion has its limits, which it becomes 
dangerous to exceed, and that by reſiſtance 
you would have ſecured the real and ſub- 
ſtantial happineſs of numbers yet unborn ; 
whereas by yielding, you have only grati- 
fied the childiſh and impertinent ſcruples 
of a well meaning and ill educated indivi- 
dual. | 


Adieu, my dear Charles ; my next will 
contain ſome farther accounts of thoſe wor- 
thy fellows we left in the Beira,—-Good 


night, 
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En 


Porto, 17 79. 


Dear BROTrUER, 


Tnouch I am careful in taking my 
notes and obſervations on whatever re- 
markable occurs to us here, for the ſubject 
of future letters, according to your injunc- 
tions, yet, before I proceed to them, it is 
reaſonable I ſhould firſt diſcuſs the ſubject 
matter of what paſſed among our friends 
at Almeida, for whom we have retained a 
very particular attachment and affection ; 
ſuch as I think the ſtrangeneſs of their ſitu- 
ation muſt exact from every Britiſh ſubject 
of feeling and humanity. 


Among ſuch a variety of characters our 
company in Almeida was compoſed of, 
amounting to the number of twelve per- 
ſons, natives either of Great Britain or Ire- 
land, and which remained together for 
near eight days on this occaſion, our em- 
ployments in the day-time were naturally 
various, and we were ſeldom aſſembled all 

; together 
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together but in the evening at ſupper, when 

ſometimes the ſocial glaſs went round more 
Majorum : Some went a ſhooting, as the 
country abounded in game ; others attend- 
ed the exerciſes of one or other of the Regi- 
ments, which were out every forenoon ; 
others went to ſee the practice of the great 
gun, while the reſt rode as far as the Town 
of Ciudad Rodrigo and Fort Conception in 
Spain. We found ourſelves agrecably en- 
tertained all the time, and were even ſorry 
when the company came to break up. 
The ſame tawny-coloured Officer, who had 
behaved ſo abruptly to us when we firſt 
came to the garriſon, ſeemed now anxious, 
on every occaſion, by his awkward fawn- 
ing and obſequiouſneſs, to apologize for 
his former conduct, whereof we had in- 
formed the King's Lieutenant. This Gen- 
tleman told us, he was a poor, lazy, inſig- 
nificant being, and had been appointed to 
that poſt in his Regiment by General Mac- 
lean, formerly Colonel of it, merely be- 
cauſe he had a ſtrong clear voice, to com- 
mand at the exerciſes, without any other 
qualification whatever Apropos, (faid 


Lord Freeman) I was informed at Elvas, 
that both Generals Fraſer and Maclean had 
tolerable appointments while in the ſervice 
here ? The other replied, that they certain- 


ly 
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ly had; the former ſupported by Lord 
Bs intereſt, to which the cunning old 
Miniſter at Liſbon - found it, at that time, 
expedient to pay attention; and the latter 
owed his good fortune here, not to his mi- 
litary merit, which was very great, and of 
which they were not judges, but to his ini- 
mitable addreſs in flattering the Miniſter, 
and rendering himſelf popular in the nation, 
by making them believe, as they really 
did, that he loved and reſpected them, 
whereas no man ever held them in a more 
conſummate degree of contempt: and theſe 
were the only two of all the Foreign Offi- 
cers in the ſervice, who could have made 
a better ſhift than the others to ſubſiſt upon 
the double appointments ; and they were 
allo the only two who, ſpeciali gratia, ac- 
tually received more than treble theſe ap- 
pointments, while the greater number was 
left to do their beſt upon a limitted ſub- 
ſiſtence indeed; whereof you will be able 
to judge by the State of Pay I ſhall men- 
tion, according to the ranks in the Portu- 
gueſe Army ; and on allowing us the dou- 
ble of that, you will judge how we are to 
ſubſiſt in a country, where living is gene- 
rally more expenſive than in France or Ire- 
land, or even ſome parts of England. I 


mark the full and neat pay of each rank in 
Engliſh 
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Engliſh money, at the rate of 36 Shillings 
to 6400 Reis, and at this rate : 


. . 
A Lieut. General has per month 28 2 0) when employ- 
A Major General - 14 10 Fg en 
A Brigadier General 12 8 1 iſe nothing. 
A Colonel of Infantry -: "0 11-0 
A Lieutenant Colonel of ditto 7 17 6 
A Major - « :::0 19:0 
A Captain 4 10 © 
A Liewenan | of Grenadiers 2 5 O 
An Enſign 2 06 
A Captain 2 16 © 
A Lieutenant of Infantry 2 ©o 6 
An Enſign 1139 
A Grenadier or common Soldier o 7 © 
An Artillery Soldier - O 101 


The Subalterns, Non-commiſſioned Offi- 
cers, and Soldiers have beſides an ammuni- 
tion-loaf daily, which for them is a very 
conſiderable article: and the Colonels of 
Regiments and Captains of Companies have 
not a ſhadowy of a perquiſite of any kind. 


During this diſcourſe, which paſſed as 
we were walking on the Parade, an Officer 
well mounted, followed by three or four 
ſervants, entered the gate near us, and on 
ſeeing the King's Lieutenant, who is alſo 
Governor, he immediately alighted, and 
coming up to him, there paſſed abundance 
of compliments, and expreſſions of kind- 
neſs, friendſhip and ſervices between e 

e after 
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after which the Officer took his leave. 
* We have been expecting this man from 
Liſbon for ſome time paſt, (ſaid the King's 
Lieutenant to us) where he has been for a 
long time ſoliciting, and has at laſt obtain- 
ed, what he calls the reſtitution of his honor 
and reputation, which, he ſays, General 
Fraſer had unjuſtly deprived him of. He 
is a man of ſome family, and of a very 
good provincial fortune, as fortunes go in 
this country, and had been Lieutenant Co- 
lonel in one of the Regiments of Cavalry 
in the next province, where Fraſer com- 
manded the troops, but of ſo reſtleſs and 
miſchievous a diſpoſition, ſo buſily em- 
ployed in little dark cabals, and in foment- 
ing a ſpirit of mutiny not only in his own 
Regiment, but alſo through the whole gar- 
riſon where he was, and at the ſame time ſo 
relaxed in his perſonal attendance on every 
ſort of duty, under colour of ſickneſs, pri- 
vate buſineſs, or many other pretences 
equally falſe and frivolous, that the Ge- 
neral found himſelf under the neceſſity of 
having him diſmiſſed the fervice, by re- 
preſenting to the late Miniſter, not the true, 
but the ſuppoſed cauſe of want of health, 
which rendered him unfit to continue in it : 
and though he himſelf, the Miniſter and the 
General were all equally conſcious of what 
; was 
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was the real cauſe of his diſmiſſion, (which 
was no other than his vile, ſeditious, ungo- 
vernable diſpoſition) yet, no-ſooner had the 
preſent Queen got the government in her 
hands, than he ſet out for Liſbon, and re- 
preſenting a multitude of ridiculous falſe- 
hoods concerning General Fraſer's behavi- 
our to him, ſaid, he was alſo come to pre- 
ſent himſelf, in order to convince her Ma- 
jeſty, that, with reſpe& to bodily health, 
no man in the kingdom was in a better 
condition to ſerve her than himſelf; how- 
ever his real character was too well known 
alſo by the preſent Miniſters, and all his 
manceuvres would have failed him, had it 
not been, that, going one morning to pay 
his reſpetts to the eldeſt fon of our preſent 
Premier, he found him buſy in examining 
ſome ancient coins he ſeemed to ſet great 
value on, and told him he had ſeveral cu- 
rious ones in his poſſeſſion, which he would 
bring to his Excellency the next morning, 
which he accordingly did; and after they 
were accepted of, he produced another bag 
containing one hundred pieces of five moi- 
dores each, telling him, they were a curic- 
lity, and an old coin of one of their own 
Kings, which he ſhould never have parted 
with, had it not been to beg him to depoſit 
them in his Cabinet of Antiquities, ſaying, 
Vol. I. © & that, 
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that, as he had no ſuch Cabinet of his own, 
they were of no uſe to him, but might ſerve 
to ornament that of his Excellency, and 
proteſting, that if he refuſed to accept cf 
them, he ſhould conſider it as the groſſeſt 
affront that could poſſibly be put upon 
him. 


In a very ſhort time after this incident, 
it was diſcovered at Court, that our Gentle- 
man had been cruelly uſed by General Fra- 
ſer ; that he was a perſon of ſingular merit, 
full of fine health, ſpirits and zeal for her 


Majeſty's ſervice; and in a week more he 


received the Queen's commiſſion, appoint- 
ing him Colonel of the ſame Regiment from 
which he had been diſmiſſed, ordering eve- 
ry note or remembrance of ſuch diſmiſſion 
to be eraſed from the regimental books, 
and he is now ſo far on his way to take 
poſſeſſion of his old Regiment.” 


We were now joined by ſeveral others of 
our company, and as it grew late we ad- 
Journed to ſupper, which was our principal 
meal, as our dinner was but flight, and 
that early ; which, with our morning walks, 


rides and peregrinations, I am convinced, 


from experience, contribute much more to 
the enjoyment of real health, than all the 
medicines ever invented. 


| During 
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During ſupper, our converſation turned 
chiefly on the new Colonel of Cavalry, who 
was well known to moſt of them; and 
they made no ſcruple of ſpeaking their 
Opinions without reſerve, and theſe made 
him appear indeed the vileſt creature alive, 
and at the ſame time conveyed the ſevereſt 
{ſtricture on the Government, which had 
thought proper to employ him. Major Saint 
Amour faid, “ he hardly thought there 
was an honeſt man in the whole country, 
that is to ſay, ſuch as could compare with 
thoſe eſteemed as honeſt men in other coun- 
tries; that among themſelves there were 
ſome who were not ſo totally abandoned as 
others, and ſo comparatively more honeſt ; 
but that, when compared as a nation with 
any other he knew of, they. far exceeded 
them all in every ſpecies of wickedneſs — 
drinking alone excepted ; for, (added he) 
they are ſuch a ſet of dark, inſcrutable 
1mpoſtors, and there 1s ſuch a conſiderable 
ſhare of baſe ingenuity requiſite to trace 
them through all the mazes, turnings and 
windings of their complicated knavery, 
that unleſs a man becomes by habit, prac- 
tice and principle as bad as one of them- 
ſelves, it is impoſſible ever to find them 
out.” 
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Brigadier Forbes, known formerly in 
London by the name of Captain Forbes, 
. Teplied, © that he was extremely ſorry he 
could not diſſent much more than he felt 
he did, from the truth of Saint Amour's 
remarks upon the Portugueſe ; his expe- 
rience of them had been perhaps equal to 
that of any other man in the company, 
and he thought experience was the ſureſt 
guide whereby to regulate one's opinion of 
them,” 8 


That worthy man, the King's Lieute- 
nant, ſaid, “he agreed entirely with what 
the laſt Gentleman obſerved; that he knew 
of no method of becoming really ac- 
quainted with the manners and character 
of a people, ſo authentick, and fo little 
ſubject to error and miſtake, as by hiſtori- 
cal relations and details of matters of fact, 
which have really come to paſs, under the 
eye or intimate knowledge of the relater, 
provided he adhere uniformly to that un- 
biaſed ſpirit of impartiality which alone 
can give his account any credit, or himſelf 
any ſatisfaction ; and, (added he) as ſome- 
thing like this, is the moſt rational and in- 
ſtructive manner we have of entertaining 
Lord Freeman and his companions, and of 
thanking them for the favour they have 

done 
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done us of their company, I call upon you, 
Mr. Forbes, to begin, by giving us an ac- 
count of what you know of the honeſty 


and good faith of the people Rong whom 
we live.” 


But you muſt have patience till the next 
opportunity, when you ſhall have the ſtory 
of Mr. Forbes's marriage. At preſent I am 
obliged to dreſs for a formal Portugueſe 
dinner, to which our landlord and his 


gueſts have been aſked theſe eight w__ — 
Adieu. 


LE T. 
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LE T TER: xvi 


Porto, 1779- 
Dean BroTHER, 


You have, no doubt, heard of the pro- 
fuſion exhibited at a miſer's feaſt, which 1s 
become proverbial. If we are to judge of 
the Gentleman who gave us the great din- 
ner, mentioned at the end of my laſt letter, 
by the ſame rule, he muſt be a miſer in 
perfection. I never in my life ſaw ſuch 
incredible quantities of victuals preſented to 
ſo ſmall a number of perſons, nor could, 
in my opinion, any thing exceed it, ex- 
cepting only the voracious manner after 
which I ſaw about five- and- twenty Portu- 
gueſe Gentlemen devour them. As this 
paſſes all deſcription, I ſhall prudently leave 
it undeſcribed ; for my own part, I ate 
very. little, for the ſight of ſo much vic- 
tuals, and the ravenous manner of conſum- 
ing them, was very near becoming nau- 
ſeons to me, had I not been ſeated by our 
very entertaining and agreeable landlord, 
who was in a fine vein of humour, by 

which 
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which he even obliged the Portugueſe, ſo 
totally intent upon their feeding, to ſuſ- 
pend that animal function, and exerciſe 
their riſible faculties, he ſo tickled their ima- 
gination with the apteſt and beſt applied 
expreſſions in their own language, which 
he ſpeaks in perfection: when, at ſome in- 
tervals I expreſſed my ſurpriſe at what I 
ſaw, he told me in Engliſh, it was nothing 
to other ſcenes of gormandizing he has 
been preſent at, that it was very common 
for the Portugueſe, when aſked to ſuch an 
entertainment, to faſt for the preceding 
day, or to prepare themſelves by gentle 
purgatives, for doing honor to the perſon 
who invites them. 


But leaving that mechanical buſineſs to 
epicureans, of ſuch bad taſte, I ſhall conti- 
nue with the ſtory of Mr. Forbes, in his 


own words. 


If I were to give you an account (ſaid 
Mr. Forbes, after being called upon by the 
King's Lieutenant) of only the twentieth 
part of what has come under my own cog- 
nizance, concerning the duplicity and diſ- 
ingenuity of theſe people, and the diſlike 
they have to Foreigners in general, I ſhould 


keep you here till to-morrow at this in, 
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but what, in my opinion, ſhould moſt pro- 
voke the indignation of every man of pro- 
bity and honor, and diſplays, at the ſame 
time, the baſeneſs and meanneſs of this 
people's diſpoſition: is, that in all their ſe- 
cret underhand accuſations, informations 
and attempts to hurt and diſcredit you, 
they never attack you on the ſide of 
your talents or capacity ; nor accuſe you 
of neglect of duty, nor deficiency in pro- 
feſſional knowledge, or in the practice of 
any of the moral virtues, of which they 
themſelves have hardly even an idea; but 
their whole efforts are directed to make 
you out a ſordid thief, a peculator, and an 
embezzler of the King's ſtores. When 1 
commanded the Regiment of the Peniche 
at Liſbon, they reported, that I had ſtolen 
and ſold, Heaven knows how many of the 
ſoldiers ſhirts, pairs of ſtockings and ſhoes ! 
and fince I have commanded this Regiment 
of Cavalry, they have made me ate up 
and devour truſſes of ſtraw, and buſhels of 
corn, without number ! and it becomes of 
no avail to evidence the impoſſibility of 
ſuch allegations ; for, as they know the 
worſt that can happen them is to have their 
falſe accuſations deſpiſed and neglected, 
without any danger of corporal puniſhment, 
they perſiſt in repeating the ſame allega- 

' tions, 
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tions, which at laſt come to be believed by 
many ; and the wretches enjoy a malignant 
pleaſure in ſpreading ſuch aſperſions. 


* But as one example is better than a 
thouſand obſervations, I thall ſingle out 
one in which their malice will be evident, 
and that in perſons of rank, particularly 
one of the moſt dignified characters in tlie 
kingdom. 


„The difficulties I encountered when I 


paid my addreſſes to the perſon who is now 
my wife, were generally known in Liſbon 
at the time: When I firſt ſaw her at the 
Opera there, I thought -I had never ſeen 
any thing ſo beautiful, and indeed, I may 
now ſay, from the experience of her di ſpo- 
ſition, ſo good; I felt for her one of thoſe 
ſenſations which ſtrike to the heart, and I 
was miſerable till I could fall upon ſome 
means of ſignifying to her tlic ardour of my 
affection, and of being informed how her's 
was diſpoſed in regard to me: This, after 
conſiderable time and trouble I effected, 
and was tranſported to find her inclinations 


ſo congenial with my own. What I chiefly 


withed at that time was, for an opportunity 
of talking with her, but that I found to be 
totally impracticable ; beſides, ſhe was at 


this very time, u + en to marry 
Vorl. I. | the 
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the heir of another family, as far as the 
will and authority of the parents of both 
parties could go to do it, which generally 
decide every thing of the kind in this coun- 
try; for this purpoſe, in order to conſtitute 
her heireſs of the family eſtate, her mother 
contrived to prove in a court of juſtice, by 
the help of ſome honeſt Lawyers, that her 
only fon was a fool, as he really was, and 
ſtill continues to be, ſo that he being ſet 
alide, the eſtate went with the daughter; 
and with that of the Gentleman ſhe ſhould 
eſpouſe, was to form a noble patrimony 

for their children. | 


Till the moment my wife ſaw me, ſhe 
was indifferent, and had given as uſual, 
even her tacit conſent to the arrangements 
her relations were making for her marriage; 
but after that, ſhe peremptorily told her 
mother,' ſhe would never marry into the 
Almada family, whatever attempts might 
be made to force her to it ; and indeed of 
all the ugly, pitiful-looking Fidalgos I ever 
ſaw, her intended bridegroom was the moſt 
diſagreeable and diſguſting to behold : If to 
the ſallow, bloodleſs, colour of a hard-fea- 
tured, meagre, Jewiſh countenance, You 
add that ſickly, languid appearance, pro- 
duced by the effects of a certain diſorder, 
| very 
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very common in this country, operating 
ſtrongly in the blood, and handed down 
from father to ſon, with an additional doſe 
of the infection from each, during ſomo 
centuries paſt, you will be able to form 
ſome adequate idea of ſuch an Adonis 
and what is worſe, his mind was more de- 
formed than his ill-made and diminutive 
perſon. Gaming and low intrigue, detrac- 
tion and backbiting had been the principal 
occupations of his life ; and, as ſoon as he 
and his numerous relations diſcovered the 
young Lady's partiality for me, they were 
not more active than my own mother-in- 
law, and all her adherents, in endeavour- 
ing, by every ſhameful means, to prevent 
tae completion of our wiſhes. 


For this purpoſe, the ſon, who a lit- 
tle before had been proved a fool, was now 
made, by the help of other n Lawyers, 
to recover his ſenſes, and his mother got 
him married as quickly as poſſible, in or- 
der by means of his children, to cut off 
every proſpect of the family eſtate ever 
falling to her daughter ; in which he has 
not diſappointed her ; nor, if report ſays 
true, any other female to whom he made 
delicate propoſals, ſo ſucceſsful are real 

SS fools 
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fools ſaid to be in their generative facul- 
ties. 


ge that as it may, the whole Nobility 
of Liſbon made a common cauſe of my te- 
merity in preiuming to pay my addreſſes 
to a Lady by birth equal to themſelves, and 
nearly related to moſt of them ; I was call- 
ed an adventurer, a heretick, and a poor 
mean fellow, who, like all the other foreign- 
ers, had come to this ſervice to look for a 
bit of bread. I received a number of ano- 
nymous letters from ſecret friends, ad viſing 
me to deſiſt from my pretenſions, other- 
wiſe I would certainly be ſet upon and mur- 
dcred in the ſtreets, or in the quarters by 
my own ſoldiers, 


* The late Cardinal Patriarch of Liſbon, 
Saldanha, was my wife's uncle, a man of 
great authority among the Nobility ; and 
in truth he bore an univerſal good charac- 
ter, as a perſon of candor and urbanity. 
To him I reſolved to addreſs myſelf, to 
know his mind, and, if practicable, to ob- 
rain his ſupport in marrying his niece. [ 
had already obliged him in ſeveral little 
favors granted to Officers and Soldiers 
he had ſent to me about, and he received 
me with great cordiality when I waited on 
him. 


* 
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him. After talking with him on the ſub- 
ject, he began by expreſſing his great per- 
ſonal regard for me, and eſteem for my 
character, but ſaid, that he could not ap- 
prove of my marrying his niece. One 
thing, however, he ſaid, I 1night depend 
on, which was, that whatever oppoſition 
he would make to it, ſhould be frank, open 
and avowed, ſuch as became one Gentle- 
man to another, and by no means what he 
underſtood ſome of the Lady's relations 
were making. I kiſſed his hand, thanking 
him for the fair and open declaration of his 
ſentiments, and took my leave. 


* Mean time I received the certificates in 
form I had ſent for to my own country, 
and to France, of which I immediately diſ- 
perſed copies, taken by a Notary Public; 
and their aſtoniſhment was great, when 
they found, by ſome of them, that my 
anceſtors were noted and diſtinguiſhed in 
proweſs and arms, long before their little 
kingdom of Portugal exiſted as ſuch ; and 
by others, that I had been chriſtened, and 
regularly educated at leaſt as good a Ca- 
tholic as themſelves. 


„The lye direct being thus given to 
their moſt flagrant accuſations, other me- 
thods 
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thods of preventing the match were to be 
adopted, and I was poſitively aſſured one 
evening at the Opera, that I was to be ſet 
upon at going out. When I came to the 
door, a couple of fellows ſeemed inclined 
to prevent my paſſing, and were drawing 


their knives : I inſtantly ſtarted back, drew 
my ſword, and pinned one of them to the 


wall, the other made off, as well as ſeve- 
ral companions they had without. The 
villain I ſecured proved to be a ſervant of 
the Almada family, 


* This act of violence made it neceſſary 
for Government to interfere, and the young 
Lady was juridically interrogated by the 
competent Eccleſiaſtical Court, if her with, 
deſire and intention were to marry me? 


to which having replied in the affirmative, 


ſhe was by the ſame Court taken out of her 
mother's poſſeſſion, and depoſited under 
the care of another Lady of reputation, till 
our marriage was celebrated, which was 
the firſt time I had an opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing with her, | 


* The proud old Lady now enraged, at 
what ſhe called her daughter's obſtinacy, 
reſolved to do a thing, of all others the 
moſt humiliating to herſelf, to prevent the 

marriage: 
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marriage: She waited on the Marquis of 
Pombal, then Miniſter, whom in her heart 
ſhe both hated and deſpiſed, and which he 
alſo was perfectly ſenſible of, and falling 
on her knees, ſhe conjured him by every 
argument ſhe could uſe, to prevent the 
nuptials—but all in vain. His conftant re- 
ply was, that there was but one method, 
by which his Majeſty could take upon him 
to forbid the banns, and that was, by en- 
gaging her daughter to declare her diſſent 
to the match. 


„ Before we were twelve months mar- 


ried, the mother was as anxious to be re- 


hn ner 


conciled to her daughter as ſhe had been 
before averſe to her marriage, and now la- 
ments bitterly, but in vain, her effecting 
the marriage of her fooliſh ſon, which has 
entirely precluded her daughter's children 
from any hopes of enjoying the eſtate. 


*« I ſhould be wanting in reſpect to the 
company, if I attempted to entertain you 
with all the mean, the profligate, co- 
wardly and facinorous arts, the numerous 
oppoſers of my marriage put in practice to 
prevent it ; but what aſtoniſhed me be- 
yond every thing, after obtaining all the 
informations poſſible, and inveſtigating 

every 
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every circumſtance, ſo as to prevent my 
being impoſed on, or forming any raſh 
judgment, was, to find and know for cer- 
tain, that the ſame Cardinal Patriarch, 
who, unſolicited, had made me ſuch a ge- 
nerous declaration of his intentions, had 
been the principal adviſer and inſtigator of 
all of them ! I confeſs, till that period, I 
had candidly doubted the truth of many 
aſſertions I heard injurious to the charac- 
ters of our Portugueſe Nobility, as men, 
and much more as perſons of rank; but I 
confeſs as freely, that, from that period to 
the preſent, I have never had the ſmalleſt 
reaſon to change the unfavourable opinion 


of them I then adopted, and which the diſ- 


graceful uniformity of their behaviour com- 
pels me to preſerve.” 


Brigadier Forbes having finiſhed his ac- 
count, which appeared exceedingly ſingu- 
lar to us, unacquainted as we were with the 
cuſtoms of this country, the King's Lieu- 
tenant next called upon his friend Colonel 
Mackilphan, to atteſt the honor of his col- 
leagues the Nobility, of whom he was 
lately become a member, by marrying an 
heireſs, a woman of family ; adding, that 
he was in hopes he would not be diſpoſed 
to cenſure them ſo ſeverely as his friend the 

| Brigadier 
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Brigadier had done, who had indeed ob- 
tained a very fine woman, though without 
the eſtate, which ſhe has been deprived of 
by the madneſs of her mother. 


Mr. Mackilphan having left his own 
country when very young, and having never 
had any opportunity of improving in the 
Engliſh language, he could ſpeak it only as 
he had learned it in his native County of 
Galway, and therefore found conſiderable 
difficulty in expreſſing himſelf in that lan- 
guage; and whenever he did, it was al- 
ways interlarded with literal tranſlations 
from the French, Spaniſh and Portugueſe, 
all which he ſpoke fluently : Thus, if you 
atked him to dine with you, and he happen- 
ed to be pre- engaged, he would thank you 
very politely and ſay, that he was already 
prayed * to dine at ſuch another place :” If 
at dinner you offered to help him to mutton, 
veal, &c. on a Friday, he would ſay, he 
was defended f from eating meat on that 
day :” If you talked to him of the unfettled 
ſtate of the weather, he would gravely ob- 
ſerve, © that there was no truſting to God in 


* The French expreſſion commonly is, Je ſuis prie à 
diner chez un tel. 
+ In French, Il m' eft defend; ir is forbidden me. 
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the winter time *:” When he wiſhed to ex- 
preſs his gratitude familiarly to a friend tor 
any favor received, he would aſſure him, 
that he ſhould find he had not thrown his 
favors into a rotten bagÞ:” If he thought a 
man was going after any unprofitable buſi- 
neſs, he would tell him, © that he was look- 
ing for mid-day at two in the afternoon J.“ 
In ſhort, he introduced on all occaſions a 
variety of Galliciſms, Spaniſhiſms, &c. and 
often by his manner, excited the riſible fa- 
culties of the company, even when diſcour- 
ſing on the moſt ſerious ſubjeQts ; talking 
very gravely one day in Liſbon with an 
Engliſh Lady, (who was very corpulent, 
but much reſpected by a large mixed com- 
pany then preſent) on the great difficulty 
all Foreigners muſt experience in learning 
the Engliſh language, he told her, © he 
thought no perſon ſhould attempt to ſpeak 
Engliſh without firſt having a large and 


* However difreſpedful it may appear, there are few 
proverbial phraſes more common in Spain and Portu- 
gal, than, No ay que fiar en Dios, en el tiempo del 
Vnvierno. 


+ Another very common expreſſion in the Spaniſh 
language; hallars uſted que no ha echado fus fayores, 
en ſacs roto. 


t The French expreſſion is, vous cherchez midi a 
quatorze heures. 


ſolid 
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ſolid fundament “; an expreſſion perfectly 
proper in the Portugueſe language, from 
which he. happened on that occaſion unfor- 
tunately to tranſlate it. 


It will therefore he impoſſible to expreſs 
what he ſaid on the preſent occaſion in his 
own words, though his meaning was per- 
fectly evident: He had not ſo far forgotten 
a cuſtom ſtill too prevalent in his own coun- 
try, as to prevent his beginning with an 
oath, ſwearing by his Saviour, “that if he 
had ſome of the Portugueſe Fidalgos he 
could name, only for a few days in his own 
little County of Galway, he would ſoon 
cure them of telling lies, or ſpeaking 111 of 
their neighbours, otherwiſe they would 
have their noſes ſlit, and their ears cut off, 
with a few eyelet holes made in their ſkins, 
which would make them look a little about 
them; as for his part, he ſaid, he knew 
them before he was ten days in the country 
as well as at the time he was ſpeaking; for 
when he came to Abrantes, one of Count la 
Lippe's Aides du Camp, with whom he be- 
came acquainted, did nothing the day long 
but abuſe the Portugueſe Nobility, who 
were there dancing attendance in the levy- 


* The Portugueſe words, bom femme. are 
N decent and pertinent. 


K k 2 rooms, 
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rooms, calling them all the wicked names 
he could conjure up in Engliſh ; on which 
he enquired hat reaſon he could have to 
abuſe them all ſo groſsly, before he had time 
to be acquainted with them ? that the Aide 
du Camp anſ.vered him, the reaſon why 
he ſhould for ever deteſt and deſpiſe ſuch 
wretches was, that on the day after their 
arrival in Li:bon from England, the princi- 
pal Officers of the Portugueſe Army, all of 
them Fidalgos, to the number of twenty, 
waited on his maſter the Count la Lippe, 
to congratulate him on his arrival among 
them, as Mareſhal General of the Army ; 
that, as they were all ſitting in a circle con- 


verſing with the Count in French, about 


various Army buſineſs, the Engliſh Ambaſ- 
ſador, Lord Tyrawley, was announced, 
came in, and took his ſeat near the Count, 
who had, formerly been his intimate ac- 
quaintance, without taking the leaſt notice 
of any of the others; and after diſcourſing 
tome time with him in his abrupt way, he 
ſaid to him likewiſe in French, and loud 
enough to be heard by all of them, mais 
J avoue que Je n' aurais jamais cro, que 
Mr. le Conte de la Lippe, un Officier qui 
avait ſervi avec tant de reputation en Alle- 


magne, et d' un charactere ſi bien connũ de 
toute I Europe, ſe ſerait deſhonore juſqu” au 


point 
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point de venir dans ce pays- ci pour com- 
mander ces } f—— *, pointing at the 
ſame time to the company before him 
Now, Sir, ſaid the Aide du Camp to him, 
what is your opinion of theſe honourable 
men, when I affure you, not one of them 
ever had the curioſity to aſk his Lordſhip, 
why he talked of them in ſuch a manner ?— 
Here Mackilphan was interrupted by Major 
St. Amour, who aſſured the company, he 
was preſent when the tranſa*tion happened 
exactly as the Colonel had related it. 


Mackilphan went on by obſerving, “ he 
had little more to ſay about them, only he 
thought there would be no harm in telling 
us what paſſed very lately between himſelf 
and the preſent Secretary of War at Liſbon, 
from which place he was but very lately 
returned, and by which we might judge of 
the ſentiments of the Queen and the preſent 
Miniſtry, with regard to what a Regiment 
ought to be and how compoſed. 


* This paſſage being rather long, the tranſlation is 
here ſubjoined, for the information of the generality 
of readers: but I confeſs I could not have believed 
the Count la Lippe, an Officer who has ſerved with ſuch 
reputation in Germany, and whoſe character is ſo well 
known all over Europe, would have diſgraced himſelf 


ſo far as to come into this country to command theſe 
Scm—ad—]s, 


„The 
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The noble Secretary, (continued he) 
who knows no more of war or fighting than 
I know of preaching, when I waited on 
him, began by telling me, that they now 
conſidered me as one of themſelves, which 
I ſuppoſe he meant as a compliment, that 
the Queen had reſolved to give me the com- 
mand of the Regiment of Infantry of Mi- 
randa, with the rank of full Colonel, and 
to make me alto Governor of the Garriſon; 
I told him I was extremely ſenſible of the 
honor her Majeſty intended me, and re- 
marked how improper it had been to ſuffer 
that Regiment, ſo long compleat in men, 
to remain for above theſe three years paſt, 
without either a Captain or a Field Officer 
to command it; he allowed it was fo, and 
therefore deſired me to prepare a liſt of the 
perſons I would recommend for Officers, as 
quickly as poſſible, and give it him in or- 
der to have their commiſſions made out and 
ſigned ; at the ſame time he put a ſcroll of 
names into my hand, deſiring theſe Gen- 
tlemen might be included in my liſt, for the 
ranks therein ſpecified. I caſt my eyes over 
his ſcroll and found he had put down for 
Captains, three Lieutenants, whom I knew 
the Count la Lippe had reformed in 1762, 
for being then too old for the ſervice; that 
he had put down for Subalterns, two men 

| at 
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at the time his own domefſiics ; and three 
more, who, I knew, had been recommend- 
ed to him by different Noblemen, in whoſe 
ſervice they were; but what was worſt of 
all, -three Officers were to be replaced who 
had ſerved in the Regiment before, but had 
deſerted into Spain at different times, and 
had been ſentenced by regular Court-mar- 
tials; one of them had carried off ſix 
months pay of the company he command- 
ed; another, married and eſtabliſhed in the 
town of Miranda, had ſeduced a widow 
gentlewoman, his neighbour, and her three 
daughters, who were all pregant by him ; 
and the third was couſin to my own wife, 
the greateſt vagabond I have ever known ; 
for he had ſhot a particular friend of his 
own from behind a wall, being jealous of 
his viſiting the ſame Nun he paid his ad- 
dreſſes to at the Convent; and becauſe ſhe 
was jade enough to give them both equal 
encouragement :. When I ſaw how things 
were going, I returned him the paper he 
had given me, declaring, that I could never 
ſign my name to a liſt which contained pro- 
poſals for ſuch thieves to have commiſſions 
in a Regiment I was to command; he re- 
plied, it was her Majeſty's pleaſure it ſhould 
| beſo; that ſhe had pardoned the firſt of 

theſe Officers his deſertion, upon his re- 
| 1 1 placing 
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placing the money he had ſtolen; that ſhe 
had pardoned the ſecond at the earneſt and 
repeated entreaties of the Count de Can- 
tanhede, on condition, that when his preſent 
wife died, he ſhould marry either the mo- 
ther or any one of the three daughters he 
ſhould chuſe; that with regard to the third, 
as he was a Fidalgo and couſin to my 
wife, he was certain I would be very hap- 
| py to learn that he was pardoned : I an- 
ſwered him, that I would thankfully accept 
the rank of Colonel and the employment of 
Governor of the Garriſon of Miranda ; that 
the Queen was free and abſolute miſtreſs of 
her own actions, and therefore could par- 
don ſuch atrocious criminals ; but I humbly 
hoped ſhe would alſo pardon me if I could 
have nothing to ſay to a Regiment ſo com- 
poſed; and alſo, if I took the liberty of 
uſing a little more freedom with my wife's 
couſin in the way of kindneſs and relation- 
ſhip than with the others; that nothing could 
mortify me more than to find her Majeſty 
had pardoned him; and, as ſhe was fo 
merciful, I truſted the would alſo forgive 
me for running ſuch a bafe coward through 
the body, wherever I met him, as a diſ- 
grace to me and all his relations: The Se- 
cretary ſaid, he did not think his crime fo 
Srie vous, that when a Gentleman thinks. 
himſelf 
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himſelf offended, he will take ſatisfaction. 
I aſked him, if the proper method of taking 
ſatisfaction was to land and ſhoot a man 
from behind a wall, as you would a wild 
boar, or a mad dog, you were afraid to 
approach ? He ſmiled and replied, that he 
{ſuppoſed I would be for calling him out; 
but that, he ſaid, was abominable, and 
looked fo like premeditated murder, and 
was ſo contrary to what ought to be the be- 
haviour of a true Catholic Chriſtian ; that 
It might agree well enough with the Here- 
tical principles of the Engliſh and other wild 
nations of the North; but he hoped none of 
the Faithful would ever be ſo far abandon- 
ed as to follow their example. As I found 
that talking to him any more on the ſub- 
ject was like throwing pearls to ſwine, 1 
took my leave, after agreeing I was to have 
the commiſſion of Governor, which I ſince 
received; and after aſſuring him, that 
wherever I ſhould meet my wife's couſin 1 
ſhould certainly allow him to defend him- 
ſelf, but that I would not quit him till I 
had given him a few thruſts of my ſword, 

in the way of friendſhip, and of putting it 
out of his Power any more to diſgrace a 
uniform.” : 
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What is your opinion of the above extra- 
ordinary accounts ? Do they appear to you 
credible? They are however unqueſtion- 
| ably true. St. Amour atteſts the truth of the 

horrible affront put upon the Portugueſe 
Nobility by Lord Tyrawley, and named to 
us another Officer ſtill in this ſervice, who 
was allo preſent, and whom we ſhall pro- 
bably meet with. As to what Mr. Forbes 
related, I find almoſt every circumſtance 1s 
publicly known in this country; and the 
Officers the Secretary of War deſired Mr. 
Mackilphan to employ, have actually been 
| | placed in the ſame Regiment ſince, except- 
| ing his couſin-in-law, who has been ſent 
into in a different province, as the Secre- 
tary himſelf, it ſeems, acknowledges, to 
|| | preſerve him from the claws of his couſin, 
the mad Hibernian. | 


— 
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| In Spain, I can aſſure you, it is not ſo; 
the military character is there conſidered 
. and ſupported with that delicacy of ſenti- 
ment, ſo indi ſpenſible to its very exiſtence : 
Here, I conſider it as having none, except 
among the very ſmall number of Foreign 
Officers ſtill remaining: If I were to aſk 
you, whether you thought it poſſible to fur- 
niſh any ſtronger inſtances of inſult upon the 
military character than thoſe I have men- 
tioned, 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 267 


tioned, you would certainly anſwer in the 
negative ; but I beg you not to be raſh nor 


poſitive, till you have peruſed the contents 
of my next. Till then, adieu. * 
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Porto, 17 79. 


DraR 8 


W ITHOUT preamble, I ſhall proceed 
to what I promiſed you at the cloſe of my 
laſt epiſtle. 


The whole company were as much enter- 
tained with Mackilphan's manner of expreſ- 
ſing himſelf in Engliſh, as ſurpriſed at the 
ſubject matter his relation contained. Lord 


Freeman could not help admiring the dit- 


cernment of the Secretary of War, who, 
while he juſtly. condemned the practice of 
duelling, gilded over thoſe of murder and 
aſſaſſination, with the gentle phraſe of 
taking ſatisfaction. Major St. Amour then 
addreſſing the company, ſaid, he believed he 


could match any thing we had yet heard, 


by the narrative of what has very lately 
happened in the garriſon he belonged to, 
and with which he ſuppoſed ſome of the 
Gentlemen preſent were not unacquainted. 
The King's Lieutenant deſired him to pro- 
ceed, which he did as follows: 


cc It 
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« It is of a Gentleman of the town or 
city of Braganca, married and eſtabliſhed 
there; he was hereditary Civil Governor or 
Conftable of the Town, Superintendent of 
the Cuſtom-houfe, a Lieutenant in the Re- 
giment of Cavalry of the fame, and the la- 
zieſt drone ever diſgraced a cockade; as by 
means of certificates of ſickneſs he obtain- 
ed from the wretched Surgeons or Phyfi- 
cians, or by ſurreptitious leaves of abſence, 
on real or pretended buſineſs, he contrived 
it fo as never ta do any fort of duty in the 
Regiment: this man paid his addreſſes to a 
certain Nun of a Convent in the ſame town, 
and getting by ftealth into the Convent, here 
eſteemed a. crime of the blackeſt dye, he de- 
bauched her, continuing his furtive viſits 
for a conſiderable time, till ſatiety bred di ſ- 
guſt; he then dire ed his addreffes to an- 
other Nun of the ſame Convent, ſiſter to 
the former, and witli the fame ſucceſs; this 
ſecond intrigue was however ſoon diſco- 
veredt by the jealous and difappointed Nun 
who had been. the firſt object of his paſſion, 
and by her quickly communicated to the 
Biſhop of the dioceſe, who, in concert with 
the Commanding Officer of the garriſon, 
had the Convent ſurrounded with troops, 
on the ſignal previouſly agreed or being 
given from the Convent, by the Jealous 
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Nun, of the time when the Officer was ac- 
tually with her ſiſter; and ſtrict ſearch being 
made, the gallant was found and ſeized in the 
court-yard of the Convent, concealed under 
a large pile of fire-wood, and carried priſon- 
er to the garriſon of Chaves, which is the 
head-quarters of our province; there, he 
was tried by a Court-martial, convicted 
and ſentenced according to law: This ſen- 
tence was tranſmitted to Court for appro- 
bation in the uſual form, and (as cuſ- 
tomary) was with many others thrown un- 
der the table and remained there, this being 
the moſt expeditious method the Marquis 
of Pombal could think of, for deſpatching 
every kind of Army buſineſs; the culprit 
remained for a long time a priſoner in the 
main-guard of Chaves, and at laſt obtained 
from the Governor as a particular favor, 
the liberty of walking abroad through the 
town upon his parole of honor, where, by 
way of amuſement, he made his court to 
a married woman, whoſe huſband was ra- 
ther old, but a Gentleman, living upon 
a ſmall, but independent fortune. In this 
he ſucceeded ſo well, that, in order to en- 
joy each other's company with leſs inter- 
ruption, they agreed that ſhe ſhould admi- 


niſter to her huſband a doſe of poiſon, 
which the paramour had prepared for him. 
The 
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The poor man actually took part of it, 
and diſcovered what it was, but not in time 
either to ſave his life, or to prevent both 
the lovers from eſcaping into Spain upon 


two ſtout mules they took from his ſta- 
bles, 


„Our gallant remained with his miſtreſs 
in Spain, very near our garriſon, living 
upon his rents, which were regularly re- 
mitted to him. On his evaſion from Chaves 
being reported to the late Miniſter, he was 
ſo provoked by the information he had of 
ſeveral circumſtances of his baſe beha- 
viour, that he ſent particular orders to the 
Governor of Chaves to have him hanged 
in effigy in preſence of the whole Garriſon, 
under arms, and his perſon to be declared 
infamous, which was accordingly done. 


** But, at the very beginning of this pre- 
ſent promiſing Adminiſtration, that ſame 
infamous perſon returned to Liſbon, fur- 
niſhed with ſuch powerful letters of ſolici- 
tation, that her Moſt Faithful Majeſty was 
Pleaſed to pardon and forgive him his va- 
rious crimes and iniquities, in the way and 
manner following, that is to ſay, 


* She pardoned him the crime of break- 


ng by ſtealth into a Convent of Nuns, 
which 
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which is reckoned by all the rigid people 
eſpecially, as a crime for which it is next 
. to impoſſible to make any adequate atone- 
ment. This is ſo true, that her own grand- 
father, Don John the Fifth, (who himſelf 
1 kept his ſeraglio in the Royal Convent of 
1 Odivellas, which during that reign gave a 
| number of Royal baſtards to the world) 
was ſo jealous of this privilege, that he 
| - was never known to forgive any per- 
ſon who had prophaned the ſacred pre- 
eincts of a female Convent, to ſeduce the 
Religious, and the ſlighteſt puniſhment he 
inflicted was baniſhment to the Indies for 
| life. 
* But to return——Her Moſt Faithful 
Majeſty pardoned our gallant the crime of 
carnal knowledge of one of the ſpouſes of 
Chriſt, to whom, by her profeſſion, ſhe 
had bcen ſo ſolemnly betrothed : She then 
pardoned him the Tepetition of the ſame 
crime with another Nun of the ſame Con- 
vent : She alſo pardoned him the crime * 
inceſt, for the two Nuns were ſiſters ; 
all which we muſt ſuperadd, that the wy 
doned him the crime of double adultery, 
he himſelf being a married man : The ge- 
nerous Queen next proceeded to pardon 
him the crime of adultery with the Gentle- 
; | man's 
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man's wife, in the town of Chaves, after 
the Governor had permitted him to walk 
about upon his parole of honor: Then fol- 
lows her pardon of the crime of murdering 
his miſtreſs's huſband, in which he was art 
and part : After this he is pardoned the 
crime of ſtealing two mules to carry them 
into Spain: And laſtly, her Majefty par- 


doned him, being a commiſſioned Officer 


in her ſervice, the crime of deſertion into a 
foreign kingdom, under the aggravating 
circumſtances of his being under arreſt and 
tried for other crimes, and enlarged with 
the privilege of walking about the town 
upon his parole of honor ! 


* I hope the company will pardon my 
being obliged to repeat, according to truth, 


ſuch a number of pardons granted to ſuch a 


number of abominable crimes, all committed 
by the ſame deteſtable perſon : and if they 
have not yet held up their hands in amaze- 
ment at the imbecility and madneſs of a 
Queen, trampling thus egregiouſly upon 
thoſe laws, ſhe at her coronation ſwore to 
ſupport and mantain, let them prepare to 
do ſo on hearing the ſequel of this impartial 
narrative. | 


« The title and employment of Alcaide 
Mor, or chief Conſtable of any provincial 
Yo: I. M m 5 town, 
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town, is eſteemed the moſt honorary the 
Crown can beſtow on perſcns of wealth or 
merit in the provinces, or on ſuch whoſe 
anceſtors have rendered any eminent ſer- 
vice to the ſtate ; the ſame may, in a great 
meaſure, be ſaid of the perſon who is charg- 
ed with the direction of the Cuſtom-houſe 
in the frontier towns, as that employment 
is never conferred but upon perſons poſ- 
ſeſſed of eſtates, ſuch as will enable them 
to anſwer any defalcations which may 
be committed upon the revenue by their 
ſubalterns and people employed under 
them, for which the Superintendent is reſ- 
ponſible, and yet this man, ſo thoroughly 
convicted of the perpetration of ſo many 
execrable crimes—this man, whom her late 
father had ordered to be hung in effigy, 
and his perſon to be declared infamous 
this man has the Queen reinſtated fully in 
all his employments ! ſpurning thus, in the 
moſt indiſcreet and imprudent manner, at 
every conſideration which can render either 


Herſelf or the employments ſhe gives, in 


the ſmalleſt degree reſpectable ! 


« But, as if not ſatisfied with theſe egre- 


gious exhibitions of the moſt confummate 


weakneſs, and the moſt miſplaced and de- 


ſtructive lenity, ſhe has replaced him, by 


a New 
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a new commiſſion, in the ſame poſt of the 
ſame Regiment, which, by the ſentence of 
a Court-martial he had loſt, ordering it to 
be ſignified in the Regiment, that ſhe 
would ſeverely puniſh any Officer who 
ſhould have the ſmalleſt ſcruple at doing 
duty with him again! In truth ſhe had no 
occaſion for this act of commination, for 
none of the Officers were found delicate 
enough to ſtand in need of it, although 
there are three Officers now in the Re- 
giment with him, brothers to the two ſiſ- 
ters he debauched in the Convent, who, 
as well as all the other Officers appear to 
live in perfect harmony with him: ſo great 
is their prudence and circumſpettion, and 
ſuch their implicit obedience to the laws 
againſt duelling, or any others which hap- 
pen to coincide ſo perfectly with their own 
inclinations. 


“ Not to leave the buſineſs done by 
halves, but finally, and to crown all, the 


generous Queen ordered every note or en- 
try of this Officer's deſertion, of the Court- 
martial held upon him, and of every thing 
_ elfe concerning him, which it is cuſtomary 
to record and ſet down in the regiſter-book 
of each reſpective Regiment, to be entirely 
blotted out and eraſed, that there might 

Mm 2 exiſt 
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exiſt in future no remembrance of ſuch ex- 
traordinary tranſactions ! 


Every Gentleman will make ſuch a 
comment upon this ſingular affair, juſt 
newly happened, as he judges fit ; for my 


part, 1 ſhall make none, as I doubt much 


whether all hiſtory can produce a parallel 


example!“ 


The poſt is juſt going out, and I muſt 
break off here for the pre ſent ; and had I 
even time to proceed, I ſhould do like Ma- 
jor St. Amour, leave you to make your 
own remarks on the contents of this epiſ- 


Nile. Farewell. 
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Porto, 1779. 
DAR BROTHER, 


Berors I proceed to the continuation of 
my ſubject, I muſt ſay a few words of an 
Aſſembly I was at laſt night, to which we 
had been invited ſome days before by a 
Portugueſe Nobleman, who generally re- 
ſides in this town, and affects to mix much 
with the Engliſh. After tea, coffee and 
{weetmeats had been ſerved in abundance, 
to a very large company, a conliderable 
part of it ſtood up to dance country-dances, 
while others retired to two other apart- 
ments adjoining, where the card-tables were 
placed; and at a large one the eldeſt ſon 
of the family held a faro-bank, which ſoon 
drew to it people enough, who were wil- 
ling to try their fortunes, and of whom J 
pas one, We continued playing ſome time, 
when I looked round the table, and, to my 
ſurpriſe, found three or four of the domeſ- 
ties who had ſerved us the tea and coffee, 
ſeated familiarly among us, punting at the 

bank, 
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bank, and converſing with the banker and 
the other Gentlemen, upon the moſt equal 
footing, and treated by them with the ut- 
moſt civility and complaiſance, calling 
them by their Chriſtian names, always 
preceded by the Senhor or Mr. in Englith. 
I mentioned this to the Conſul, who aſſured 
me it was the univerſal cuſtom here, and 
ſays, the Portugueſe Gentlemen are ſhock- 
ed at the improper and ſevere diſtance at 
which the Engliſh keep their ſervants, 
treating them more like ſla ves than hum- 
ble friends and attendants, whereas they 
think that by gentle and familiar treat- 
ment, they bid fairer for conciliating their 
affections, and enſuring their fidelity. I 
confeſs, upon reflection, their reaſoning 
appears to be in theory juſt and humane, 
but how far it might be practicable with 
Engliſh domeſtics, I will not pretend to 
determine ; only I thought as the novelty 
of the thing muſt ſtrike you, it was worth 
mentioning. Now for our company. at 
Almeida. 


Though it was rather late when Major 
St. Amour finiſhed his narrative, and we 
were all to ſet out next morning for the 
banks of the Douro, where the Gentlemen 
from the province of Traz-os-Montes were 

| to 
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to leave the others, and we were alſo to 
take our leave of our worthy and hoſpita- 
ble King's Lieutenant, Lord Freeman could 
not help expreſſing his aſtoniſhment, and 
even inſinuating his doubts of ſuch a thing 
having ever happened with all the circum- 
ſtances deſcribed ; but his doubts were ſoon 
removed by ſeveral Officers preſent, aſſur- 
ing him of the veracity of every tittle St. 
Amour had related. He then obſerved, 
that under ſuch a wanton deſpotiſm of 
government law was of no manner of uſe, 
but to be inſulted, or, at beſt, to ſerve as 
a dead letter. The Major ſaid, that unfor- 
tunately for himſelf, he had but too much 
time to ſtudy their laws, and obſerve how 
they were carried into execution ; that, in 
fact, many excellent laws had at different 
times been promulgated by the late Mini- 
ſter, on a variety of ſubjects, but always 
without any ſort of connection, and often 
_ claſhing with each other, in ſuch a man- 
ner, that one law always abrogated ſome 
part of that which had immediately pre- 
ceded it; and it was generally to be re- 
marked, that every law he publiſhed, was 
rather calculated to anſwer ſome particular 
point he had in view at the time, than for 
any general or permanent utility, for that 
they were very ſeldom Carried into execu- 
tion ; 
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tion ; that he always appeared to care very 
little whether they produced their intended 
effects or not; but, when ſtimulated to it 


by ſome particular intereſt, he then made 


uſe of them to right himſelf, to favor thoſe 
who were under his protection, or to perſe- 
cute his enemies; that laws had been made 
for the encouragement of agriculture, for 
regulating the repartition of lands, to pre- 
vent particular eftates from growing too 
unwieldy and extenſive, for encouraging 
the planting the mulberry-tree, for recruit- 
ing the Army, the puniſhment of deſer- 
tion and other crimes committed by the mi- 
litary ; but the law was only permitted to 
take its courſe in the ſuits which ariſe a- 
mong the country people and the poor or 
middling people of the cities; that the Mi- 
niſter's own eſtates were encreaſed out of 
all proportion at the very time he was li- 
miting by law the boundaries of thoſe of 
every other perſon ; that his law for en- 
couraging the cultivation of ſilk was be- 
come nugatory, for there had not been ei- 
ther an honorary premium, nor any of the 
pecuniary rewards held out by the laws, 
granted to thoſe who had cultivated the 
white mulberry-tree, who had applied for, 


and by the terms of the law, were entitled 
to them; that ſeveral applications had been 


made 
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made for waſte uncultivated lands, by per- 
ſons who formed nurſeries of the mulberry, 
according to the tenor of that law, but their 
applications had been rejected ; that with 
regard to the Army, the puniſhment by laiy 
of deſertion out of the kingdom is capital; 
that in every Regiment ſeveral ſoldiers had 
been tried for that erime and found guilty, 
but there had been as yet no example of the 
ſentence being put in execution, the conſe- 
quence of which was, that diſcipline was 
totally relaxed and the ſoldiers every where 
laughed at Court-martials and their ſen- 
tences ; that in the civil and criminal Courts, 
the Judges are paid by the Prince, and are 
all, in a greater or ſmaller degree, in- 
fluenced by the ſuperior Nobility ; that 
there was not a client who had not the pro- 
_ teftion of ſome powerful family, on which, 
and generally with reaſon, he depended, 
much more than on the juſtice of his cauſe; 
that even, if juſtice were to have its courſe, 
the very conſtitution of their criminal Courts 
was abominable, for in them there was a 
powerful Officer, named by the King, call- 
ed the Judge Criminal, and to this perſon 
excluſively 1s referred all the examinations 
of witneſſes and the taking of their depoſi- 
tions, all in ſecret; no croſs-examinations 
are permitted, nor confronting before a 

Vet, I. Nn public 
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public Court, and the Judges, who are to 
give the ſentence, muſt rely entirely upon 
the reports and papers this man lays before 
them, and have no other method of becom- 
Ing acquainted with all the circumſtances. 
Now, in matters of life and death, he ſaid, 


this was certainly depoſiting too much au- 


thority in the hands of any one man what- 
erer. 


Moſt of us were early on horſeback in the 
morning, and we arrived to breakfaſt at a 
village upon the banks of the Douro, 
called St. John de Foſcca, where the King's 
Lieutenant had ſent ſervants before, to 
prepare it for us; after breakfaſt the Gentle- 
men from the Traz-os-Montes took their 
leaves and croſſed the river to purſue their 
Journey. We were really forry to loſe their 
company, but particularly John Carlos re- 
gretted exceedingly his being obliged fo 
foon to part with Major St. Amour; it 
feems theſe two had held ſeveral particular 
converſations together while at Almeida, 
concerning the ſtate of Religion and of the 
Church in this country, and St. Amour, 
who is a man of penetration and ome read- 
ing, had given the other ſo much new in- 
formation, and had ſtarted to him ſo many 


new ideas on that extenſive and intricate 
ſubject, 
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ſubject, as ſet his hrains quite aworkins, 
and made him ſo much the more carneſt in 
inſtructing himſelf in the ancient and in- 
dern hiſtory of religion, with which for the 
ſins of mankind, all other hiſtorics have 
been ſo inſeparably connected, almoſt ever 
ſince the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity : Ma- 
jor St. Amour having all the leiſure neceſ- 
ſary to obſerve and analyſe the ſyſtem of 
religion he ſaw here every day before his 
eyes, he compared it firſt with that in 
which he had been educated in England, 
he was then induced to compare the ſamc, 
by the lights of hiſtory, with its pure and 
divine origin, which he found it now ſo 
little reſembled ; by this means he was able 
to diſcover the ſources of all that varicty cf 
abuſe and corruption which had at diffe- 
rent periods flowed into the channel ofethe 
doctrine and diſcipline of the Church, and 
changed it from an Angel of light into a 
Spirit of darkneſs, deformity and deſtruc- 
tion; and had ſo totally ſubverted the bene- 
volence of its firſt inſtitution, that it was 
now become the heavieſt curſe the wrat ii of 
an offended Deity could infli-t on moſt of 
the nations of Europe, where it exiſted. 
This was the burden of his diſcourſe with 
young John Carlos, which ſet him to medi- 
tating upon them fo much the more, as by 
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the will of a deceaſed benefactor, who had 
given him as good an education as Liſbon 
could afford, and bequeathed him a decent 
penſion ſor liſe, he was expreſsly deſtined 
for the Church; he therefore reaſonably 
conſidered, that it behoved him in a con- 
cern of ſuch magnitude and conſequence, 


to reflect and examine thoroughly the 


round he was going upon, to prevent, if 
poſſible, every falſe ſtep; and having on 
various occaſions communicated many of 
theſe circumſtances in converſation, both 
with Lord Freeman and myſelf, we have 
been unanimous by our opinions and an- 
{wers to his queſtions, in confirming him 
in the ſame prudent and laudable reſolu- 


tion, 


When we obſerved the mountainous and 
rugged banks of the rapid Douro on both 
ſides, and learned the roads were rough and 
uneaſy from thence to Porto, and conſider- 
ing morever that we ſhould in reality have 
a much better view of all the vineyards on 
the banks of the river from the water, than 
from any other ſituation whatever, we re- 
ſolved to hire a boat to carry us to Porto, 


and therefore ſent our horſes and ſervants 


thither by land, and after taking an affec- 


tionate leave of the King's Lieutenant cf 


Almeida, 
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Almeida, and thanking him for all his kind- 
neſs and hoſpitality, we embarked, and 
arrived at this city towards the evening, 
and by the preſſing ſolicitations of the Bri- 
tiſh Conſul, (as I mentioned in a former 
letter) we took up our quarters with him, 
as he ſaid he expected Lord Freeman, and 
had letters which had been remitted to 
him for his Lordſhip from Liſbon. 


A few obſervations more on the ſitua- 
tion of the peaſantry in this country, who, 
as far as I have been yet able to obſerve, 
are very nearly as wretched as in many 
parts of Spain, ſhall finiſh this letter. 


The two cities of Liſbon and Porto may 
be juſtly conſidered as the two eyes of Por- 
tugal, for here center the whole riches of 
the country and all their trade with foreign 
nations, and with their own poſſeſſions. in 
the Brazils ; upon which laſt eſpecially de- 
pends their whole exiſtence as a people, 
and the immediate ſupport of the throne. 
A ſenſible Portugueſe writer, whoſe manu- 
ſcript performances are in the hands of his 
friends, (but nothing of which he dares offer 
for publication, well knowing they would 
not be permitted to paſs) compares, not 
unaptly, their whole kingdom to one of 
that ſort of ſpiders which has a large body, 

containing 
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containing all the ſubſtance, (the capital) 
with extremely long, thin feeble legs, reach- 
ing to a great diſtance, {but are of no ſort 
of uſe to it, and which it is hardly able 
to move. The benefits of foreign trade, 
and of the fine and vaſt countries the Kings 
of Portugal poſſeſſed in Africa and the 
Eaſt, or of thoſe ſtill remaining to them in 
South America, have never yet reached the 
Portugueſe peaſant, any farther than by 
enabling the inhabitants of the two cities to 
pay a little advance upon the proviſions he 
brings to market ; neither has all the ſplen- 
dor of foreign conqueſis contributed in the 
leaſt to better his ſituation. The only fo- 
reign luxury he is yet acquainted with is 
tobacco; and, when his feeble purſe can 
reach it, he purchaſes a dried Newfound- 
land cod-fiſh; but this is a regale he dares 
ſeldom aſpire to. A piece of bread made 
of Indian corn, and a ſalted pilchard or a 
head of garlick, to give that bread a fla- 
vour, compoſe his ſtanding diſh, and if he 
can get a bit of the hog, the ox, or the calf 
he himſelf fattens, to regale his wretched 
family at Chriſtmas or Eaſter, he has reach- 
ed the pinnacle of happineſs in this world; 
and, indeed whatever he poſſeſſed beyond 
this habitual penury, according to the pre- 
ſent ſtate and exertions of his intellects, 

would 
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would quickly be taken from him, or ra- 
rather he would willingly part with it; for 
finding want and miſery to be his portion 
here, he is taught by the numberleſs ghoſt- 
ly comforters and directors, with which his 
country ſwarms, to look forward for eaſe 
and happineſs to another ſtate of exiſtence, 
to which they are themſelves the infallible 
guides and conductors. This he is by ex- 
ample and education uniformly engaged to 
believe he can attain by faithfully paying 
his tithes, by charitable donations to ſuch 
a Convent, or to the ſhrine and the officiat- 
ing Prieſts of ſuch a Saint, or ſuch an Altar 
as happens to be the object of his particular 
attachment and devotion. If any misfor- 
tune befals him, he is convinced he has 
been deficient in ſomething eſſential, and 
therefore his fervorous zeal and donations: 
are redoubled. Is he ſucceſsful, the ſame 
effects are produced in grateful acknow- 
ledgments. If he has money enough to 
furnith a portion for putting his ſon or his 
daughter into a Religion, this raiſes the 
credit of his family for ever; and nothing 
is then wanting to give him a ſort of apo- 
theoſis in all the Convents and country 
round, but to bequeath at his death, what 
little money he can muſter, to be divided 
among the Prieſts, in quickly ſaying a 
number 
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number of Maſſes, for a ſpeedy paſſage of 


his ſoul through the ordeal fire of Purgato- 


ry, to the enjoyment of thoſe finely painted 
ſcenes, which, like a diſtant gaudy picture, 
had been long held out to his fond imagin- 
ation. 


Aſter this ſhort but genuine deſcription 
of what I may call the preſent itate of reli- 
gion among the vulgar here, every motive 
of ſurpriſe will ceaſe at ſeeing the peaſant 
in this country ſo poor, and the Church ſo 
rich : and as no form of government could 
agree with and ſupport the flouriſhing ſtate 
of the Church half ſo well as the preſent, 
ſo it is no wonder to ſee the Church and 
State uniformly of one accord, in keeping 
the nation in that abject ſtate of ſlavery, 
ignorance and poverty, on which their own 


_ conſervation and ſecurity depend. Hence 


that univerſal appearance of apathy and 
dejection, traceable even in the face of the 
Portugueſe peaſant, always badly fed, and, 
for the moſt part, ſcorched with a burning 
ſun. The 1I-treated and uſeful labourer 
of the ground is ſhrivelled up and full of 
wrinkles at thirty, and more particularly 
the perſons of the female ſex, dragging out 
a wretched life of thirty or forty years, with 


every 
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every mark of livid old age, and with the 
appearance of walking ſpectres. 


With regard to the miſerable ſituation cf 
the peaſant here, I am afraid it too nearly 
reſembles that of the ſame claſs of men in 
our own country. I long for the letter you 
promiſed me by your laſt, in which you 
mention there was a ſpirit riſing in the na- 
tion it had never ſhewn before, which aſ- 
forded the brighteſt proſpe& of effecting 
their emancipation from Britith ſervitude ; 
but what will even that avail us? while 
inſtead of ſubſtantial farmers and a well 
cloathed peafantry, the country is covered 
with a ſet of wretched hinds, labouring un- 
der all the complicated misfortunes which 


ever accompany indigence and oppreſſion. 
— Good night. 
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LEI TN NX . 


Porto, 1779. 
DraR BROTHER, 


As was ſitting down to continue the ac- 
count of our obſervations on this city and 
different parts of the country near it, your 
v iſhed- for epiſtle arrived in the Conſul's 
packet from Liſbon, but, on peruſal, it did 
not contain the information you had pro- 
miſed me reſpecting the preſent ſtate of Ire- 


land, and which I expected ; though indeed 


it brought an anſwer as explicit as I could 
deſire, and more flattering than I could ex- 
pect, to a queſtion I put to you particular- 
ly in one of my former epiſtles, requeſting 
at the ſame time a punctual reply to it; I 
mean whether or not my method of com- 
municating to you from hence my obſer- 
vations on this country was to your ſatis- 
faction ? Your approbation of my preced- 
ing letters and the earneſtneſs with which 


you deſire I would: continue them, cannot 


fail giving me great encouragement to pro- 


ceed ; 
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ceed; but I confeſs I am much at a loſs, and 
know not how I am to comply with the 
other part of your requeſt, it being in my 
opinion a matter of ſerious conſideration. 


If it be true that a man ſhould think be- 
fore he ſpeaks, and think twice before he 
writes, he ought ſurely to reflect maturely 
either before he publiſhes his thoughts to 
the world, or conſents that another ſhould 
do it for him. In the letters I have hitherto 
written you from this country, I certainly 
had not the ſmalleſt idea of their being 
publiſhed ; ſome of them bear the evident 
marks of eraſement and emendation, and 
were written in places and at times when 
it was not poſſible to collect and arrange 
my thoughts as I could have wiſhed ; I 
therefore wrote down and ſent you thoſe 
which came uppermoſt, nor ſhall I now 
much change my method, whatever be the 
event; only reminding you, that if, after 
what I ſhall ſay, you ſtill reſolve to pub- 
liſh them, it muſt be your care to have 
them drawn out after the moſt acceptable 
manner. 


I think, if it were poſlible to penetrate 
ſo far as to diſcover the real motives of 
the almoſt innumerable publications with 
which your London preſs is daily teeming, 
. very 


„ 
— ”— — - — 


292 SKETCHES OF 


very few of them would, I believe, be 


found of ſuch a nature as to entitle them to 


the public approbation; for my own part, 
I cannot i nagine any motive really de- 
ſerving 1t, excepting that of public utility. 


Vanity, private pique, revenge, hatred, 
nay and love too, attachment to a ſyſtem, 
to a party, or an hypotheſis, civil and reli- 
gious prejudices, have all ſtimulated their 
reſpective votaries to wield the pen, and to 
make the preſs groan with their various 
productions, without paying to the public 
the deference of once conſidering whether 
they would be either entertained or in- 
{ſtructed thereby. 


I had almoſt forgot another motive, which 
is, Jam perſuaded, a very cogent one a- 
mong many claſſes of your London authors, 
and that 1s, Bread : but, at leaſt, of this 
laſt motive, I think, I may freely preſume 
to acquit myſelf, thanks to your friendly 
and Þrotherly affection; and I may certain- 
ly acquit you allo, for however ſolicitous 
you otherwiſe are for my confent to your 
publiſhing my letters, you are ſtill leſs in 
want of ſuch precarious and caſual ſupplies. 
You inſiſt upon a poſitive and deciſive an- 
wer; I ſhall go as far towards ſatisfying 
you as I prudently can, by the following 

conditional 
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conditional reply, taking ſuch.a reſolution 
afterwards as you ſhall ſee juſt cauſe to a- 
dopt. | 

You mult be conſcious, it is impoſſible for 
me to decide upon the merit or demerit of 
my own letters, being a party too nearly 
concerned, to judge impartially, and too 
much biaſed by the amour propre which rules 
all men, and too frequently leads them 
aſtray ; for a ſimilar reaſon, I am ſenſible 
many faults will alſo eſcape even a diſ- 
cerning brother's eye, which would be evi- 
dent to the inveſtigation of any other fair 
and impartial critic; you ought not, there- 
fore, on the preſent occaſion to confide in 
your own judgment, but to put the letters 
under the inſpection of two or three ſenſi- 
ble diſpaſſionate friends, requeſting their 
candid and attentive examination and opi- 
nion of them, at the ſame time concealing 
from them all knowledge of the writer; 
by this means, I think, you will be able to 


form the beſt eſtimate of their real merit 
and true value. 


As 1 am of opinion that truth ought to 
be the firſt and great recommendatory cha- 
racteriſtic of that ſort of writing which 
ſer ves to convey to one nation, any detail 
of eircumſtahces by which they are to form 

their 
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their opinions of another, ſo I can aver, 
that I have been as particularly attentive to 
introduce nothing I had not every reaſon to 
be morally, or at leaſt, hiſtorically certain 
of, as I am reſolved to be in every thing I 
may communicate to you in future: The 
characters of the perſons I converſe with are 
public and well known, and I chuſe rather 
to report from the accounts of the natives, 
or of other perſons of reputation eſtabliſhed 
in and well acquainted with the country, 
than always truſt to, or hazard my own 
obſervations, which, notwithſtanding my 
beſt endeavours, are much more ſubject to 
error and miſtake, from the curſory view 
am obliged to take, of the various objects 
which paſs before me. 


This indiſpenſible artiele of veracity once 
eſtabliſhed, if theſe letters ſhall otherwiſe 
be found to contain information not gene- 
rally known to the Engliſh reader, if they 
ſerve to make him better acquainted with 
the character and manners of a people, ſo 
intimately connected with England by com- 
merce, if by conſidering the deſpotic nature 
of the Government here, and the artificial 
miſery under which the Clergy and Nobili- 
ty (you will remark I name the Clergy firſt) 
make the great body of the people groan ; 

: if, 
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if, by comparing their ſituation with their 
own, only a dozen Engliſhmen ſhall be in- 
duced to ſet a higher value on the conſtitu- 
tion of their own country and the mild and 
liberal nature of the Government under 
which they live, if the examples of cruel 
oppreſſions, which daily happen here under 
the direct authority or ſanction of the 
throne, can ſerve to make Britons prize 
that liberty, that glorious liberty, it is not 
in the power of man to deprive them of, 
while they act in conformity to the public 
and eſtabliſhed laws of their country, I 
may ſafely venture to pronounce, thefe let- 
ters will be of uſe. Now, my dear Charles, 
it muſt be your particular buſineſs to ve- 
rify all this in the manner I have hinted a- 
bove, and to proceed to publith or not, ac- 
cording to the reſult of the diligent enqui- 
ries you ſhall have made. 


Though it may be alledged with great 
appearance of reaſon, in regard to a tho- 
rough knowledge of the inhabitants and 
manners of this great peninſula ; that the 
number of Engliſh reſiding at Cadiz, Liſ- 
bon, and in this place, ought to be well 
acquainted with them ; yet a very little ex- 
perience will ſoon evince the fallacy of 
ſuch a concluſion : I find the Engliſh mer- 

| chants 
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chants here, the ſame I found them at Ca- 

diz, and I am to ſuppoſe, they are the fame 

at Liſbon; a worthy, friendly and hoſpi- 

table ſet of Gentlemen, as attentive to their 
counting-rooms and buſinefs, every day 

before dinner, as they are to their dreſſing, 

cards and other amuſements in the evening; 
many of them have been twenty or thirty | 
years reſident in the country, yet know but 
a few words of the language; if they take 
a trip into any part of the country on a ho- 
liday, it 1s in parties of pleafure with the 
ladies, to ſome ſpot they have fixed upon, 
whither they ſend a good dinner before- 
hand; there, they dance, eat and drink 
heartily, play at cards, and then return in 
the evening, without any manner of com- 
munication with the inhabitants, who, by 
their manners and appearance, are certain- 
ly no great objects of attraction, to the ge- 
nerality of Engliſhmen ; neither have they 
time, even if they had the inclination, to 
ſtudy the country they live in, any little 
moment they have to ſpare being towards 
the evening ; and then the cards, the eter- 
nal cards are conſtantly at hand to ſwallow 
it up. | 
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But, if the information I have been able 
to obtain hitherto, where we have only ſeen 
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the interior and frontier parts of the coun- 
try, may be thought to merit ſome atten- 
tion, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that when 
we arrive at the capital, we ſhall meet 
with objects ſtill more intereſting. Indeed, 
from the account Lord Freeman gives me 
now of the buſineſs which carries him 
there, and of its particular circumſtances, I 
have reaſon to believe he will find it a 
more arduous affair than he expects; for a 
man ſo much in love as he appears to be, 
is commonly blind to every thing but his 
favourite object : however, I am reſolved 
to ſtand by and accompany him, as long 
as I am authorized to do fo, by the propri- 
ety of his conduct and behaviour, of which 
(barring the violence of his paſſion) I have 
little reaſon to doubt. 


Before I conclude this letter, I muſt men- 
tion an objection which I think conſiderable 
againſt publiſhing any thing of mine in 
London, provided my information 1s ge- 
nuine, of which you will be a more compe- 
tent judge, as being on the ſpot, and in a 
condition to aſcertain the truth of what has 
been frequently told me at Madrid, by 
many Engliſh Gentlemen I have converſed 
with there, who ſeemed to talk avec connar/- 


ſantt de cuuſe; for fince I have been here I 
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have had their information pretty nearly 
confirmed. 


There are, as I underſtand, in London, 
ſome ſelt-erected tribunals, who generouſly 
take it upon them to decide for the public, 
upon literary merit of every kind; ſo that, 
as it ſeems, theſe learned volunteers have 
the rare and excluſive privilege of under- 1 
ſtanding every thing, and no new book of 1 
any kind is reckoned ſterling, till it is de- 15 
clared to be ſuch under the authority of 
their approbation. If any judgment how- 
ever is to be formed of their talents from 
the peruſal of ſome of their criticiſms, and 
of the authors criticiſed, this inſtitution is a 
ſtronger proof of the unbounded liberty 
you enjoy, than of any extraordinary ta- 
lents in the members of thoſe tribunals, 
compoled, as I am informed, of perſons as 
little known as the authority under which 
they act. In this point readers of all ranks in 
England ſeem to be under the ſame predi- 
cament with reſpect to literature in gene- 
ral, as the Cardinals of the holy Roman 
Church, and many eminent Prelates in 
Spain, to whom I have the honor of being 

- perſonally known, are with regard to divi- 
Nity : They have their learned Theologiſts, 
whoſe duty it is to think for their maſ- 
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ters, to read for them, to write, diſpute, 
and decide for them, on all the thorny 
points of divinity ; with this difference, 
that the Princes of the Church have the 
trouble of appointing and paying their 
Literati, whereas the literary Common- 
wealth of England is generouſly ſerved 
without naming, or even knowing their 
champions, and without beſtowing fee, re- 
ward or appointments. 


But jeſting apart, ſuch an inſtitution put 
upon a proper and permanent footing, 
would, in my humble opinion, be of ſin- 
gular utility to the advancement of learn-. 
ing, though in its preſent ſituation it muſt 
be nugatory, or only productive of miſ- 
chief; any thing of the kind muſt cither be 
complete, or better it never exiſted : Were 
all the various productions on the different 
Arts and Sciences regularly referred to a 
learned body of reſpecti ve maſters and pro- 
feſſors in each, (eſtabliſhed by proper au- 
thority, like your Royal Society) whoſe 
names were known, and their reputations 
eſtabliſhed, their criticiſms would doubtleſs 
be received with all due deference and reſ- 
pect, they would be of real and extenſive 
uſe, becauſe they would be made with the 
candor and liberality of Gentlemen. But the 

Pp 2 peruſal 
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peruſal of ſome of the numbers of your 
Critical and Monthly Reviews ſuggeſted to 
me the ſame ideas of their authors diſpoſi- 
tions, which I afterwards found confirmed 
by the opinions of other Engliſh Gentle- 
men, who haye had much better acceſs to 
be acquainted with them than I ever had: 
to thele the critical Reviewers ſeemed to be 
a good-natured harmleſs ſet of coxcombs, 
not much addicted to ill manners or abuſe, 
nor apt to fail in the reſpect due to the 
public, cautious how far they ought to ex- 


poſe themſelves by their opinions, and 


therefore keep more to general animad ver- 
ſions. But they obſerved, that the Month- 
ly Reviewers were a motley crew of Cynics 


and pecviſh Commentators, whoſe obſer- 


vations and criticiſms are only deſerving 
ef contempt from Gentlemen, and all Au- 
thors who do not write for bread; to thoſe 
indeed who do, they muſt be formidable 


opponents, if their opinions may be ſup- 
poſed to have any ſort of weight with that 


public they are ſo often inſulting with want 
of reſpect and attention, and with their 


dogmatical method of awarding their im- 


portant ſentences of approbation, er the 
contrary z inſomuch that, if there are two 
ways of expreſſing the ſame opinion, they 
have always the ngenulty of adopting that 
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which ſavours leaſt of urbanity, good man- 
ners, or Politeneſs. 


Not to mention the utter impoſſibility of 

a few obſcure individuals doing juſtice to, 
and paſſing pertinent criticiſms upon ſuch 
a variety of works of profound erudition, 
the productions of Gentlemen of known ge- 
nius and talents, who are willing the pub- 
lic ſhould reap the benefit of their labours, 
I ſhould be glad to know, what they could 
poſſibly ſay either for or againſt the con- 
tents of my letters, in caſe you publiſh 
them. Have any of them ever been in this 
country ? Are they well acquainted with 
the language, manners or cuſtoms of it? 
If they muſt anſwer theſe queſtions in the 
negative, how is it poſfible for them to 
beſtow either praiſe or blame in a buſineſs 
they muſt be totally ignorant of ? Is it not 
therefore a piece of the higheſt imperti- 
nence to preſume at miſleading the public ? 
and would it not be much more prudent in 
them to refrain, where it is impoſſible for 
them to decide, unleſs they have adopted 
the ſame reſolution which Doctor Tampo- 
net and his Colleagues of the Sorbonne did 
in their criticiſms upon Mr. Marmontel's 
Beliſarius? The ſtory as related by a French 
author 
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author of great reputation 1s nearly as fol- 
lows : 


Father Triboulet, a Doctor of the Sor- 
bonne, was drinking in Paris in what you 


would call a porter-houſe in London, at 


the ſame time that he was compoſing ſome 
eſſays, with the aſſiſtance of ſome books of 
divinity on the table before him, young 
Mademoiſelle Fanchon, the alehouſe-keep- 
er's daughter, at the ſame time keeping 
him company, when they heard a noiſe in 
the ſtreet, and the voices of Doctor Tam- 
ponet and of Father Bonhomme, who had 
high words together, and were gathering a 
mob about them ; Miſs Fanchon put her 
head out at the window—both the Doctors 
being perfectly acquainted with her, came 
in alſo to drink. 


* Why did you make ſuch an uproar in 


the ſtreet'? ſaid little Miſs Fanchon to 


them. Becauſe we cannot agree together, 
ſaid Brother Bonhomme. Pray, did you 
ever agree together in the Sorbonne, ſaid 


Fanchon ? No, replied Tamponet ; but we 


always give out our decrees, and decide by 
the plurality of votes how the univerſe 
ought to think. But if the univerſe laughs 
at you, or knows nothing at all about it ? 


ſaid Fanchon. So much the worſe for the 
univerſe, 
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univerſe, ſaid Tamponet. But what the 
D-—1 was the matter? aſked Fanchon. 
How do you mean, my little wench? ſaid 
Father Triboulet, the queſtion was to know, 
whether the man who ſold wine in this 
houſe about two thouſand years ago is 
ſaved or not ? That's nothing at all to me, 
ſaid Fanchon : nor to me neither, ſaid Doc- 


tor Tamponet ; Mais certainement nous don- 


nerons un decret.” 


The queſtion with me, therefore, would 
be, whether it is more adviſeable on one 
hand, for a Gentleman to expoſe even his 
lighteſt performances to the Theonine teeth 
of ſuch Hypercritics, as many you have in 
London, who are only laviſh in inſolence 
and abuſe, and Drawcanſir-like, ſtrike e- 
qually at friend and foe, while they them- 
ſelves, unſeen and unknown, preſent no 
mark to aim at, and are ſo much the more 
petulant, acting under the cover of an 
ambiguous character, or perhaps having 
none to loſe ; or, whether it were beſt on 
the other hand, to deſpiſe the malicious 
efforts of ſuch contemptible intruders into 
the walks of literature, and publiſh the 
letters, if it is judged the public are likely 
to reap any entertainment or inſtruction 
from them ? The deciſion of this, queſtion, 

I leave, 
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I leave, as above mentioned, entirely in 
your hands. 


In my next I ſhall continue the account 
of our obſervations in about this city and 
neighbourhood, having reſolved to dedi- 
cate this whole epiſtle to anſwer fully the 
ſubject of your laſt. 


Adieu. 
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„Nl. 


Porto, 1779. 


Dear BROT HTR, 


Ems Conſul, our landlord here, is a 
moſt uncommon character; and when 
young, had been, it ſeems, alſo initiated in 
the myſteries of trade, and had begun in, 
perhaps, as fair a line of buſineſs as any 
other young man in London ; but the at- 
trachons of a life of diſſipation in that me- 
tropolis had more charms for his youth ; 
and, when he came to reflect a little, the 
univerſality of his genius was not to be 
limited by the trammels of commerce, ct 
which he retained only what is neceſſary for 
executing the office of Conſul, and at the 
ſame time that he diſcharges it with all the 
punctuality and care of a man of honor, it 
leaves him time ſufficient to follow the bent 
of his own natural genius and inclination. 


His attention in ſatisfying Lord Free- 
man's curioſity and my own, in all our en- 
Vor. I. Q q quiries, 
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quiries, is unabating and evidently ſponta- 
ncous ; but he ſays, he feels himſelf under 
a fort of obligation to aſſiſt and inſtruct our 
young companion, John Carlos, for the in- 
ſatiable deſire he expreſſes to learn and pry 
into every object ſet before kim, with the 
ſtrong retentive faculty the Conſul ſoon re- 
marked in him, never forgeting any thing 
he cnce ſaw and conſidered thoroughly, in- 
ſpired the Conſul if poſſible, with more ſa- 
tisfaction in teaching him than the other 
had to learn. John Carlos was acquainted 
only with. common arithmetic, the Conſul 
put a Simpſon's Euclid into his hands, ex- 
plaining to him what he thought neceſſary 
for a lad who had before no notion of ſuch 
a ſtudy; but the eagerneſs with which he 
learned the difterent problems and thec- 
rems, aſtoniſhed even the Conſul, who had 
alrcady formed a very advantageous opini- 
on of the young man's capacity : The Con- 
ful told us in confidence, he was a ſurpri- 
ſing genius, aſking where we had picked 
him up ? we told him all we knew of him, 
which indeed was very little, and that ſince 
we have been here, the young fellow has 
told us how infinitely he was obliged to the 
- Conſul for teaching him, how much he re- 
vered and reſpected him, and how much 
he envied his Galician boy the happineſs of 
living 
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living with him, often wiſhing himſelf in 
his place. In all the excurſions we make 
with the Conſul and other company, we can 
never perſuade this young fellow to accom- 
pany us, his conſtant anſwer is, that he 
has ſeen enough of the country, and not 
half enough of the Conſul's library, in 
Which he labours almoſt night and day ; 
he is at the Conſul's bed-ſide early every 
morning to aſk queſtions, and receive ney 
directions how he is to go on, for the fear 
of ſoon loſing ſuch a fituation, by Lord 
Freeman's going to Liſbon, makes him re- 
double his diligence and application; he was 
delighted when the Conſul ſhewed him the 
uſe of Euclid's elements, of trigonometry, 
geometry, geography, &c. when applicd 
to practice. All this is to him a perfectly 
new diſcovered country, and he appears to 
be enchanted with the ſtriking clearneſs of 
mathematical demonſtration, and .I doubt 
not he will make a figure in that line, if 
he is furniſhed with the means of proſe- 
cuting it to advantage. 


The day after our arrival here, the Con- 
ſul carried us to pay our reſpects to the 
Chief Governor of the city and diſtrict of 
Porto, which comprehends ſome leagues 
round it, of the neighbouring country, his 

QW 2 Excellency 
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Excellency is couſin to the late Miniſter, 
who had united in his perſon the civil and 
military power, in this part of the king- 
dom, as he is a Lieutenant General in the 
ſervice, and Regent of the Supreme Court 
of Juſiice eſtabliſhed here, from which there 
is no appeal but to that of Liſbon : His Ex- 
cellency is very old, and worn down almoſt 
to a 1keleton, has a ſmall feeble perſon, but 
a monſtrous prominent eagle noſe ; he fre- 
quently laments the fins or rather the ſin of 
his youth ; for, in the way of perſonal ex- 
ceſs the people of this country know but 
one, and ſays, it is that which has reduced 
him fo terribly ; he is of a weak capacity, 
and no talents, but means well, and wiſhes 
to carry on the buſineſs of his government 
with impartiality, does all the good he can, 
and never hurts any one, though he has it 
often in his power; and this is a rare and 
moſt praiſe-worthy quality in this Gentle- 
man, inaſmuch as it is the leading princi- 
ple in moſt of the Portugueſe, when veſted 
with authority, to exert 1t all in doing as 
much harm to others as they can. Remem- 
ber the Conful is my author, and he has 
thirty years acquaintance with the country. 


His Lady is now alſo well advanced in 
years, but reckoned ſenſible and polite ; ſhe. 
is 
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is tall, has been handſome, and literally 
paints up to the ears, or rather ſhe paints 
ears and all, for I obſerved them the other 
evening of as high a colour as her cheeks, 
to ſoften which there is a ſprinkling of 
powder daubed over the whole face after- 
wards ; ſhe has been very well ſhaped, and 
is ſtill ſo, conſidering the number cf chil- 
dren ſhe has given to three huſbands, to 
whom the has been ſucceſiively married, 
as ſhe was much ſought after, as well on 
account of her perſonal qualifications, as of 
her noble birth ; but it is unlucky that, 
even 1n this country of ignorance, lubricity 
and ſloth, all the children this Lady has 
born and educated, which are above twen- 
ty, are remarkable, the males for an 1n- 
vincible ſtupidity and fooliſh ſort of dolt- 
iſhneſs, which bid defiance to all the efforts 
of maſters and teachers; and as for the fe- 
males, they are noticed, even here, for a 
decided turn to gallantry; and as, by this 
Lady's prevailing intereſt, her ſons are all 
decorated with reſpectable employments in 
the Church, the Law, or the Army, their 
want of brains becomes ſo much the more 
conſpicuous, and has procured the worthy 
old Lady from the malicious part of her 


countrymen the indecent epithet of the 
Breeder of Aſſes. 


Be 
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Be that as it may, Lord Freeman 1s ge- 
nerally of her Whiſt party of an evening; 
and when we do not ride into the country 
in the forenoon, we perambulate ſome part 
of the city with the Conſul. We viſited 
the great Cathedral Church, which is an 
old extenſive building, without ſymmetry, 
and conſiſts of many additional pieces, 
patched up together, without deſign, and 
put down in a ſite where it would be im- 
poſſible to ſee its beauties, if it had any, a 
circumſtance indeed rather favourable, con- 
ſidering its preſent deformities. We en- 
tered another. new Church without the 
walls of the city, called (I think ironically) 
of the poor Clergy, with a very tall, ill- 
proportioned ſteeple, which has been raiſed 
ata vaſt expence ; the inſide of the Church 
is equally ornamented with a profuſion of 
carving and gilding, without the ſhadow 
of taſte or arrangement. Lord Freeman 
_ obſerved to the Conſul, that large ſums 
mult have been expended on ſuch a fabric, 
and enquired how they were raiſed ? By 
charitable contributions, ſaid the Conſul. 
We next came to the Church of the bare- 
footed Carmelites, a new building alſo; the 
whole frontiſpiece of which was covered 
with carving in ſtone, but in the ſame bad 
. taſte; the pediment (if it deſerves the name) 

| was 
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was crowned with three monſtrous and ill- 
proportioned figures, repreſenting Faith, 
Hope and Charity : the inſide of this Church 
contained thirteen different Altars, all very 
richly ornamented up to the very roof, but 
in the moſt wretchedly uniform bad taſte ; 
on entering, it appeared to be entirely a 
blaze of gold and painting. Here again 
there has been a mcnſtrous expenditure of 
money, ſaid Lord Freeman, and I ſuppoſe 
this Convent muſt have a ſubſtantial reve- 
nue. Charitable contributions form all their 
revenue, ſaid the Conſul. 


We now entered the great Franciſcan 
Convent, almoſt oppoſite the Conſul's own 
houſe; it is likewiſe a new building, part 
of it yet unfiniſhed, and conſiſts of two 
large ſquares of four ſtories high, with a 
ſpacious and well-lighted Corridor in the 
middle of each, and the Cells of the Fryars 
are on each ſide, to the number of two 
hundred and fifty. As ſoon as it was per- 
ceived the Britiſh Conſul, fo well known to 
all of them, had entered their houſe, he 
was immediately attended by a crowd of 
the reverend Gentlemen, the Father Guar- 


dian himſelf did him that honor, and, by 


his preſence, made the others keep at a 
reſpectable diſtance ; he Was a tall ſtout 
man, 
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man, with a pair of ſpectacles fixed before 
two goggle eyes, by a thread from them 
paſſed behind his ears ; his thick yellow 
cordon, with five large knots upon it, in 
commemoration of the five wounds of 
Chriſt, was paſſed round his habit, almoſt 
under his armpits, and he was conſtantly 
pulling it up towards his chin before. He 
gave the Conſul a hearty embrace, expreſ- 
ſing how rejoiced he was to ſee him; that 
he wiſhed for ſome more of his advice and 
directions in finiſhing the buildings of the 
Convent, which he ſaid he was now afraid 
would not be concluded within his trien- 
nial adminiſtration, which he, for his own 
part, wiſhed was already at an end, that 
he might be at reſt, and return again 
to the quiet enjoyment of his little Cell ; 
that he believed Chriſtian Charity had ta- 
ken her flight from hence; that the Fryars 
now brought him little more than was ne- 
ceſſary for the daily ſubſiſtence of the Con- 
vent; that the new buildings muſt certain- 
ly ſtop; that with the charge of ſuch a nu- 
merous Convent, he had not a moment in 
which he might think of his on ſalvation; 
that he muſt be conſtantly on the watch, 
to prevent the young Fryars from ram- 
bling, and to ſend the old ones abroad to 
preach, exhort, abſolve, and bring back 

charities 
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Charities to the community ; that between 
the gadding diſpoſition of the young Fry- 
ars and the lazineſs of the old, his Choir 
was never more than half full; and that 
therefore the daily ſervice of God and of 
his Saints was neglected. 


The Conſul condoled with him in his pious 
labours, and encouraged him to proceed 
in the ſame with reſolution , aſſuring him, 
he was convinced it was by the interpoſition 
of the ſeraphic St. Francis him{cH, that 
his Reverence had been called to ſuch a pe- 
rilous and difficult charge, in ſuch critical 
times, and that nothing leſs than his pro- 
found judgment and capacity conld be e- 
qual to ſuch a taſk. This laſt compliment 
ſeemed to tickle his Reverence exccedingly, 
and with it we took our leaves. 


On coming away, Lord Freeman obſerved 
engraved over the great gate of the Convent 
in capital gilt letters, and in the Portugueſe 
language, the words whereof the following 
is the exact tranſlation : ** The Virgin our 
Lady was conceived and born imraaculate 
and without original Sin,” and aſked the 
Conſul the meaning of that ſentence being 
engraved there? the Conſul anſwered him 
firſt by obſerving, © that he muſt have re- 
marked both in Spain and here, that almoſt 

. Rr the 
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the whole PRIOR of the people is directed 
to the Virgin Mary and the other Saints, 
and very little either to God the Father or 
Son; and that, though two rival and very 
reſpectable Orders of Religious affect to be 


both great worſhippers of the Virgin, yet 


from an Eſprit de Corps, they differ eſſential- 
ly in what is conſidered as a moſt material 
point : You muſt know, my Lord, (con- 
tinued the Conſul) that after the fooliſh im- 
piety of Neſtorius had bred a ſchiſm in the 


Church, by dividing Chriſt into two diſ- 
tinct perſons, making-two Sons, and deny- 


ing him who was born of Mary to be God, 
the Church, in order to inculcate the Catho- 
lic truth in the minds of the people, made of- 
ten mention of the Virgin, both in the Eaſt 
and Welt, in this ſhort form of words, in 


Greek, Mapia @£076x©., or, Mary mother of 


God: This being originally introduced only 
in honor of Chriſt, and in ſupport of the 


orthodox doctrine, became gradually ap- 


plied in honor of the Mother, and finally 
to her alone; and about the middle of the 
eleventh century, a daily Office was inſti- 


tuted to the Virgin, and in the hundred 


years next following, her worſhip encreaſed 
to ſuch a degree, that ſhe had divine ho- 


nors Paid to her, am * which was attribu- 
ted 
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ted to her a total exemption from original 
ſin, and conſequently from ſharing of its bad 
effects. About the year 1136, the Canons 
of Lyons had the zeal and aſſurance to 
bring it into their Eccleſiaſtical Office; and 
St. Bernard, who was otherwiſe a great 
ſtickler for the Virgin, wrote to thoſe Ca- 
nons, inveighing againſt ſuch a practice, 
and reprehending them ſeverely for intro- 
ducing a dangerous novelty without reaſon, 
or any example from antiquity. The next 
century produced the Schoolmen, both a- 
mong the Franciſcans and Dominicans, 
who, in their writings, were unanimous in 
refuting this new doctrine of the immacu- 
late conception of the Virgin, till about the 
year 1300, when John Duns Scotus aroſe, 
and ſupported it; and being a famous Di- 
vine, his doctrine was followed by the 
Franciſcans, who ſhortly afterwards, affirm- 
ed the doctrine of the immaculate concep- 
tion to be abſolutely true ; which Scotus 
had made out only as poſſible, and proba- 
ble, under this doubtful condition, if it 
be not repugnant to the orthodox faith.” 
The Dominicans, on the other hand, op- 
poſed it ſtrongly, and followed St. Thomas, 
of Aquinas, then famous for his ſcholaſtic 
learning, and for both him and his doctrine 
being Canonized by Pope Jolin the Twenty- 
Rr 2 leconds. | 
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ſecond, to depreſs and mortify the Franciſ- 
cans, who moſtly adhered to the Emperor 
Lewis of Bavaria, whom that Pope had 
excommunicated ; however, the popular 
ſhery of piety and devotion has made the 
Franciſcan opinion go through, ſupported 
as it was by the Univerſity of Paris, then 
famous, and afterwards approved by the 
Council of Bazil, The Dominicans have 
been obliged, almoſt ever ſince, to obſerve 
a cautious ſilence on this important article, 
whatever they may believe in their Con- 
vents concerning it; and the Franciſcans 
triumphed, when they found that King 
John the Fourth of Portugal, and the firſt 
of the houſe of Braganga, was ſuch a De- 
votee of the Virgin, that, when he aſſem- 
bled the Cortes in 1646, he publicly took 
her for Protectrefs of his kingdom, making 
it tributary to her in the ſum of fifty cru- 
zadoes yearly ; and on the 25th of March, 
of the ſame year, he ſwore to and declared 
authentically, the immaculate conception of 
the Virgin Mary, making all his ſubjects 
do the fame, and notifying to the Univer- 
ſities of the kingdom, that all the ſtudents, 
before admiſſion to any degree, ſhould 
ear they would defend that myſtery; fo 
that, excluſive of the Dominicans, - it is 

s : 1 8 | Tas now 
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now univerſally eſtabliſhed here as an ar- 
ticle of faith.” 


By the time the Conſul had got to the 
end of his hiſtorical information, we had 
reached the library, and found it was 
now time to dreſs for dinner. Next Ordi- 
nary you ſhall hear more of our peregri- 
nations. | 


Adieu. 
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Tr 


Porto, 1779. 


Drar BROTHER, 


To walk much about this city, is, I aſ- 
ſure you rather a violent exerciſe; not one 
ſtreet in it being upon a level, excepting 
that where the moſt part of the Engliſh in- 
habit; all the others conſiſt of aſcents and 
deſcents, ſome of them ſo ſteep as to make 
it very difficult for any ſort. of wheel car- 
riage to get on; for which reaſon, litters 
carried between a couple of ſtout mules are 
more in uſe here, and a much ſafer convey- 
ance. Paſling by the great Franciſcan Con- 
vent in our walk this morning, I obſerved 
to the Conſul that I ſuppoſed it was alſo 
built by charitable contributions, which he 
anſwered in the affirmative. Lord Freeman 
was entering into a diſcuſſion of this ſpecies 
of charity, which induced people to laviſh 
their money in uſeleſs and expenſive build- 
ings, when we arrived at new and very 
extenſive one, not much more than begun; 


it 
5 
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it was to conſiſt of a ſquare of above 560 
Engliſh feet each front ; the Conſul led us 
into a ſmall houſe adjoining, and ſhewed 
us the plans, profiles and elevations of the 
building, which, he ſaid, had been deſigned 
by an Architect, an old ſchoolfellow of his 
own in England, and had been examined 
by his Majeſty the King of Great Britain, 
who, he ſaid, was an excellent judge; that 
it was intended for a general Hoſpital, but 
was an undertaking much too immenſe 
for ſuch a place as this, and would better 
ſerve the purpoſe of a general Infirmary for 
London or Liſbon; that, in the little of it 
which was executed, they had already de- 
parted very materially from the original de- 
ſign, and made many alterations for the 
worſe; that it had been begun about twelve 
years ago, that the fund aſſigned for carry- 
ing it on, did not afford above a thouſand 
pounds ſterling yearly, and that there was 
no great danger of its ever being finiſhed, 
while Portugal remained in its preſent pre- 
carious ſituation, for that the whole eſti- 
mate of the expence had been laid at about 
300,000 pounds ſterling. . 


As we were on our way home, we paſſed 


by another large maſſive building, very 


high, with ſtrong iron e and bars be- 
fore 


| 
| 
| | 
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fore all the windows ; this the Conſul in- 
formed us, was the Tribunal of the High 
Court of Juſtice for the City, and all the 
Northern Provinces of the Kingdom. Lord 
Freeman obſerved, that he did not think it 
was the moſt favorable indication of diſtri- 
butive juſtice, to ſee ſuch ample accommo- 
dation made for criminals and priſoners ; 
and ſeeing ſuch a number of wretches de- 
prived of their liberty, he aſked, if there 
was any ſuch thing as a jail delivery from 
time to time; ſo that the gibbet, the gal- 
leys and the plantations might have their 
due, and the innocent their liberty? The 
Conſul aſſured us there was no ſuch thing, 
that, in almoſt all civil ſuits and litiga- 
tions, ſentences were obtained in favor of 
that party, which could muſter the moſt 
powerful Empenhos, preſerving only the ex- 
terior forms and appearance of juſtice, and 
theſe, for evident reaſons, were duly exe- 
cuted ; that, in criminal proceſſes, when 
the truth is even come at, and the fentence 
duly paſſed, it is ſeldom or never put in 
execution, unleſs indeed when a culprit is 
declared innocent, for then with a fmall 
Empenho he commonly obtains his liberty ; 
and when even capitally convicted, he can 
by the ſame means obtain an eternal pro- 
TR of the execution of the ſentence. 

Pray, 
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Pray, Conſul, (ſaid Lord Freeman) explain 
to us once, for all, what is the meaning and 
nature of an Empenho, for 1 believe we 
have no word to correſpond with it in Eng- 
Ih, and much depends on rightly under- 
ſtanding it ? the Conful replied, that he 
judged very properly; that he would firſt 
give us a definition of the word, and then 
iluſtrate it by one example out of num- 
bers, which had paſſed under his own eyes 
and knowledge. 


© An Empenho (continued the Conſul) 
is the act, whereby a perſon in habits of 
friendſhip or intimate acquaintance with 
another, inveſted with power or authority, 
interpoſes earneſtly with him in favor of a 
third perſon, moft commonly a worthleſs 
undeſerving ſubject, in order to procure 
for him, againſt Charity, Reaſon and Juſ- 
tice, ſome ſpecial favor he .does not de- 
ſerve; or to avert the impoſition of thoſe 
pains and penalties, whatever they be, he 
in the courſe of juſtice has incurred, and 
is become liable to, by the law. 


< Now for the firſt example which occurs 
to me, and which will alſo enable you to 
form ſome idea of what the point of honor 
is held to be in this country: To couſin- 
germans of this province of the entre Dauro 
Vo“. I. Sf e Minho, 


3 a rennen 


e Mino, both men of ſome property, one 
a widower, living upon his eſtate, with a 
maiden ſiſter he had to take care of his fa- 
mily; the other an Officer in a Regiment 
of Infantry, (whereof a moſt worthy friend 
of mine, now dead, was Colonel) enter- 
tained a violent jealouſy of each other, on 
account of a lady, to whom they both 
made pretenſions; this jealouſy aroſe to 
ſuch a degree of frantic rage in the breaſt of 
the widower, that he went out one day, 
prepared and well accompanied by ſer- 
vants, and meeting his couſin the Officer, 
ordered him to be ſeized and in his preſence 
| horſe-whipped, by a negro ſlave he brought 
with him for the purpoſe; the Officer be- 
ing without arms and unprovided againſt 
ſuch an attack, after receiving the ſtripes, 
laid hold of his own beard, and told him 
he ſhould certainly pay him for ſuch an 
atrocious inſult ; the widower, who per- 
fectly underſtood the meaning of the ex- 
preſſion, left this part of the country for a- 
bove three years, retiring into the kingdom 
of Galicia, after which, thinking his cou- 
ſin's paſſion muſt be in ſome degree fub- 
ſided, he returned to his eſtate, never ven- 
_ turing however abroad but in the ſame lit- 
-ter with his ſiſter, not ſuppoſing any Cava- 
lier would be rude enough to attack him 

in 
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in the company of a lady; mean time 
the Officer, from the time he was horſe- 
whipped, never appeared more in the Re- 
giment, never heard Maſs, nor ſhaved his 
beard, having ſolemnly ſworn to do neither 
of the three, till he had taken, what 1s here 
reckoned ſatisfaction, for ſuch an affront ; 
he was all the while ſkulking about the 
country, diſguiſed in a hermit's dreſs, and 
having found his couſin was returned to his 
country-houſe, he got together ſome com- 
panions, and waylaid him at a croſs-road, 
near his own houſe, as he was returning 
to it one evening, with his ſiſter in the lit- 
ter, which he ſtopped, and telling the lady 
he had ſome ſmall buſineſs with her bro- 
ther, moſt politely defired her to alight, 
which ſhe having done, he took a piſtol 
from his ſleeve and applied it to his couſin's 
forehead, and after diſcharging the con- 
tents, dragged him out of the litter, and 
diſcharged another through his heart, as 
he lay weltering in his blood ; this being 
done, he aſked a thouſand pardons of , the 
lady, for having ſo far incommoded her, 
and begged to know, whither ſhe wiſhed 
to be conducted? ſhe ſignified a defire to 
retire to a Convent, about ten miles from 
where the cataſtrophe happened, where ſhe 
had an only ſiſter a Nun, and the Officer, 

812 like 
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like a gallant Cavalier, conducted and 
lodged her ſafely with her fiſter. 


This done, he returned to his Regi- 
ment, reported himſelf again fit for duty, 
dreſſed and appeared upon the parade as 
uſual, and the rumour of this cowardly aſ- 
ſaſſination going abroad, he was very far 
from denying it, and all the Nobility a- 
bout, and men of honor, juſtified and ap- 
plauded t he action, 57 it was the leaſt 
a man of birth and credit could do to vin- 
dicate his reputation. 


© Meant time, my friend, the Colonel of 
his Regiment, received the whole proceſs 
of the murder, with the examination of 
the witneſſes in form, and the ſtatement of 
all the circumſtances tending to prove the 
crime committed, to which the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate of the diſtrict is by law enjoined to 
proceed, within a fixed time after he has 
notice of the ſame, and, if the delinquent 
is of the Army, the Magiſtrate then remits 
the proceſs, duly ſigned and ſealed, to the 
Commanding Otficer of the Regiment he 

belongs to, in order to his being there tried 
by a, Court-martial, according to the arti- 
cles of war. 


e As ſoon as it was known here that the 
Colonel of. the as: had recerved the 


procels, 
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proceſs, a Nobleman of this city, with 
whom I am well acquainted, of a good ef- 
tate, of conſiderable influence, and related 
to ſeveral of the firft families at Court, and 
who well knew the intimate footing I was 
upon with the ſame Colonel, came to me, 
and requefted a. ſtrong letter of Empenho 
to the Colonel, deſiring that he would by 
no means proceed to a Court-martial a- 
gainſt ſuch a Subaltern of the Regiment, 
and telling me the whole affair, concluded 
by faying the Subaltern was a Nobleman, 
that he had behaved in the affair as he 
would have done himſelf, and moreover, 
that he was nearly related to his wife, who 
joined in defiring the ſame favor of me. I 
knew 1t was totally in vain to argue the 
matter with him, ſo ftrong are their preju- 
dices, and ſo rooted in their miſtaken no- 
tions of courage and honor ; however, I 
could not help telling him my own opinion 
of it, which, I aſſured him, would alſo be 
that of my friend the Colonel; that I look- 
ed upon it as the baſeſt and moſt cowardly 
ſpecies of deliberate murder, to attack a 
man riding peaceably about, within his 
own domain, without arms, and without 
apprehenfion of danger ; that ſuch a fellow 
ought to be hunted from ſociety, as a crea- 
ture much more miſchievous than a mad 
#5 | dog, 
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dog, a ſerpent, or any other noxious ani- 
mal; and that I was certain, were I to 
write fifty letters of Empenho to my friend, 
they would be of no avail ; for that I well 
knew, he would do his duty, and execute 
the eſtabliſhed laws of the land, in whate- 
ver regarded his particular, eſpecially in a 
caſe ſo clear as the preſent, though he ſaw 
deſtruction and the gates of Hell open be- 
fore his eyes. The Nobleman anſwered 
me very coolly and deliberately, ** Mr. 
Conſul, (ſaid he) I know you are well ac- 
quainted with the cuſtoms, the manners, 
and even the prejudices of this country, 
and every country has its prejudices. You 
know that there is no refuſing a letter of 
Empenho, even to a beggar, and much 
leſs to a perſon of my rank and connec- 
tions ; that, ſuppoſing my wife's relation 
to be really the wretch you would make 
him, he has for that very reaſon the more 
need of protection from perſons in autho- 
rity ; that a man of virtue and probity has 
protection ſufficient in his own character; 
after I once grant my intereſt and protec- 
tion to a criminal even of the blackeſt dye, 
the queſtion runs no more upon the merits 
or demerits of that criminal; but it is whe- 
ther or not my authority is to be regarded 
and reſpected by the perſon I apply to, and 

| in 
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in whoſe power it is to protect that crimi- 
nal from the rigour of juſtice and the law?“ 


© Inſomuch then, (replied I to him) that 
my friend the Colonel, to oblige you, and 
ſhew his reſpect for you, muſt expoſe him- 
ſelf to the juſt animadverſion of the mili- 
tary laws, by neglecting a moſt eſſential 
part of his duty ; or, he muſt offend you 
grievouſly if he complies with it? Moſt 
certainly, (returned the Nobleman). In 
that caſe, Sir, (ſaid I) after the character 
I have given you of my friend, I leave you 
to judge on what part he will moſt readily 
decide. No matter, (anſwered he) give me 
the letter for him I aſk of you; the reſt 
will be at his peril, and an affair to be diſ- 
cuſſed between him and me. I accordingly 
gave him the letter, aſſuring him again it 
would be of no manner of uſe, This, 
Gentlemen, is a true and home example of 
the nature of an Empenho.“ 


I have not time at preſent to make re- 
marks, which I may do on ſome future 
occaſion, upon this . extraordinary buſineſs 
of Empenhos here ; only, by what I find, 
they are the ruin of every thing, and pre- 
vent every ſort of buſineſs from being car- 
ried on as it ought to be. Good night. 


LE T- 


we 
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Porto, 1779. 
Dear BROTHER, 


| Endeavour to divert my excellent com- 
panion, Lord Freeman's fretting and vex- 
ation, at not hearing of his miſtreſs's arri- 
val in Liſbon, by propoſing rides every 
day, to ſee many beautiful or romantic 
ſituations in this neighbourhood. One par- 
ticularly, which ſtruck him much, had been 
formerly a Convent belonging to the Ca- 
nons regular of St. Auſtin ; but had been 
ſecularized, as well as all the others of that 
Order in Portugal, to the number of twen- 
ty, preſerving only two, to which the fat Ca- 
nens were removed from all the others, in 
virtue of a Bull the Marquis of Pombal ob- 
tained from his friend the Pope Gangenelli; 
all the reſt of the houſes and lands be- 
longing to them, have been ſold to the 
beſt bidder, and among them this beautiful 
place we viſited, called Gryoo, for 100;000 
cruzadoes, or about 11,000 pounds ſter- 
| ling, 
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ling, and not more than a third part of its 
value. 


Aſter this we reſolved to take a trip of 
ſome days, farther into the country, dircct- 
ing our courſe, firſt to a town four leagues 
North from this, along the coaſt, called 
Villa do Conde. Lord Freeman obſerved, 
that this province in which we had not yet 
travelled, had a more flouriſhing appear- 
ance than any we had ſeen, and was bet- 
ter cultivated and inhabited. The Conſul 
told us, that though | in extent it was much 
the ſmalleſt province in the kingdom, it 
contained a greater number of people than 
any other, that in which the capital ſtands 
excepted; that it was watered by a num 
ber of fine rivets, ſome of which furniſhed 
the only ſalmon to be had in the kingdom, 
and from whence even the Madrid market 
was ſupplied, eſpecially in Lent ; and that 
the natives were remarkable for their ap- 
plication and induſtry wherever they went, 


but had very little inclination to a military 
life. 


The only thing we ſaw at Villa do Conde 
worth remarking was the Convent of Nuns, 
which, as travellers and men of gallantry, 
we went to viſit, as was expected of us: 
Here the beſt female blood of the province 

W. 4: 8 is 
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is aſſembled, for the Nobility particularly 
in this province are moſt miſerably poor, 
and being as far above the meanneſs of do- 
ing any thing themſdves to gain a liveli- 
hood, as above beſtowing their daughters 
on any perſon they think in the leaſt infe- 
rior to them in birth, they have no other 
reſource, as they imagine, but to ſend them 
to this Convent to ſtarve in character, with- 
out conſulting their inclinations, any more 
than they would do in providing them 
with huſbands, nor conſidering the phyſical 
and conſtitutional hardſhips to which they 
expoſe them. 


The Conſul deſired us to remark the a- 
queduct, which brought a ſtream of fine 
water to the Convent from the mountains, 
at above ſeven miles diſtant ; and gave us 
the following account of! it: 


« When the ponugueſe, by as ſingular 

a manceuvre as any recorded in hiſtory, 
ſeconded by the negligence of the Conde 
Duque d' Olivares, drove out the Spaniſh 
Government, and proclaimed the Duke of 
Braganga 'their King in 1640, the General 
who was charged with the military govern- 
ment of this province, had a ſiſter then 
Lady Abbeſs of this very Convent, which at 
that time ſuffered extremely from the want 
of 
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of water, a moſt eſſential article in this 
country, eſpecially in a Convent of Nuns ; 
when therefore, this General iſſued his or- 
ders through the province, for raiſing the 
recruits to make up the quota, he had the 
King's commands to ſend to the Army, then 
acting defenſively on the frontiers of the 
Alentejo, he thought he had a good occaſion 
to ſerve his ſiſter and her Nuns; and added, 
by his own authority, that whoever wiſhed 
to be exempted from ſerving in the. Army, 
ſhould come and work for a ſtipulated time, 
in aſſembling the materials and building 
an aqueduct, for the Nuns of Villa do 
Conde. Upon this almoſt the whole young 
fellows of the province poured in upon 
him, to aſſiſt at ſo pious a work, there 
were no recruits ſent to the Army, and the 
aqueduct, as you now ſee it, was complete- 
ly finiſhed in a wonderful ſhort time, with- 
out any expeace elther to the General or 
the Convent.” 


We remounted our horſes, and took the 
road to the ancient city of Braga, the Pra- 
cara Auguſta of the Romans, at ſix leagues 
diſtance within land from the coaſt, through 
a fine pleaſant country, the roads moſtly 
lined regularly with the dwarf oak, and 
the vine climbing entwiſted round it, and 

1 ſhooting 
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ſhooting its branches ſuſpended over the 
travellers heads as they purfue their jour- 
_ ney, fo that in the ſeaſon they can gather 
plenty of grapes as they go along. The 
plains between the high grounds were regu- 
larly divided by quickſet hedges, lined with 
the dwarf oak as above, and looked green 
and rich, and were well ſtocked with cattle 
grazing. Lord Freeman remarked, that 
the country reſembled England more than 
any thing we had feen, and was very diffe- 
rent from, and ſuperior to all the fun-burnt 
country we had yet travelled over in Por- 
tugal. 


To amuſe us on the road, I requeſted the 
Conſul to finiſh the account he had begun 
concerning the letter of Empenho, which 
the Nobleman had extorted from him for 
his friend the Colonel. Apropos, (faid 
the Conſul) I forgot to tell you, I had a- 
greed with my friend before, that, though 
I ſhould write him a thouſand letters of 
Empenho, he was to pay no regard to them, 
unleſs it ſhould happen that the requeſt any 
of them contained, coincided with his own 
intentions or inclination ; for in that caſe 
he might allow me the merit of obtaining 
the favor requeſted by the perſon who ap- 
plies to me: I now proceed to inform you, 

: | that 
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that the Nobleman had my letter delivered 
to the Colonel, with a ſtrong recommend- 
ation alſo from himſelf in favor of the. pri- 
ſoner, neither of which had the leaſt effect; 
for he was tried by a Court-martial, and 
ſentence of death paſſed upon him, and as 
the Count la Lippe happened to be 1n the 
kingdom at the time, it would have been 
put in immediate execution, had it not 
been for the ſtrong and numberleſs Em- 
penhos his relations made for him at Court, 
whereby the King changed the ſentence, 
ordering him to be broke at the head of 
his Regiment, his uniform to be ſtripped 
from his back, his ſaſh to be cut in two, 
his ſword to be broken before him, and his 
perſon to be baniſhed for ten years, to the 
kingdom of Angola in Africa. The firſt 
part of the ſentence was executed, and he 
was kept in the large prifon you ſaw at 
Porto, tn order to be tranſmitted by the firſt 
opportunity ; but at the commencement 
of the preſent Adminiſtration, the Queen 
pardoned every thing, and ordered him to 
be reſtored to his poſt in the ſame Regi- 
ment. | 


Jou will aſk, perhaps, why the pri- 
ſoner was not tranſported according to his 
ſentence ? to this I have to anſwer, that he 


was 
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was only one of ſome hundreds in the ſame 


predicament ; ſuch was the lenity, or, to 


give it its true name, the relaxation of the 


Marquis of Pombal's Government ; and 
though it is well known that he wiſhed it 
ſhould be thought rigorous and ſevere, yet, 
it was ſo in reality, only to ſuch as were the 


direct objects of his ſpleen and reſentment.” 


. As we approached the city of Braga, 
I ord Freeman could not help remarking its 
beautiful ſituation, upon a riſing ground, 
with a fine variegated country to the North, 
to the Eaſt and to the Weſt of it, with a 
range of hills, moſtly covered with wood, 
to the South, which in this warm climate, 
ſerve to give it a cool refreſhing. appear- 
ance. I remarked, that by its topical ſitua- 
tion, it ought to be very populous; howe- 
ver, when we entered it we were miſerably 
diſappointed, for except in a few by-ſtreets, 
where ſome hatters and nail-makers were 
at work, every thing wore the appear- 
ance.of that melancholy ſtillneſs and quiet, 
which but ill agrees with the character of a 
thriving city. There had been made a fee- 
ble attempt to eſtabliſh a ſilk manufactory 


here, by the late Miniſter, but for want of 


money and materials it had ſtopped. The 


Conſul carried us to the houſe of a very old 


friend 
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friend of his, a Canon of the great Cathe- 
dral; his houſe was in a very large oblong 
ſquare, called, the Field of the Vineyard ; 
three ſides of this ſquare were entirely oc- 
cupied by Convents of different Orders of 
men or women, being no leſs than five 
large Caſtles of Indolence. The Canon was 
truly a jovial companion and a bon vivant; 
and, by keeping much company with the 
Engliſh and other foreigners at Porto and 
Liſbon, he had acquired a taſte for that ſort 
of ſociety and confidential friendſhip, his 
countrymen were perfect ſtrangers to; and, 
by this means to the natural vice of his 
country, eſpecially among Churchmen, I 
mean incontinence, this convivial Canon 
added that of a great affection for his bot- 
tle, which, he ſaid, the Engliſh had taught. 
him ; and, with very little regard to the 
dictates of morality, or, of even ſometimes 
of common decency, he was at the ſame 
time exceedingly ſcrupulous in repeating 
his Canonical hours, and other daily leſſons 
of his Breviary, at any time or place, even 
in the middle of company, or the looſeſt 
converſation, in which he would join moſt 
heartily, mumbling over his leſſons at any 
interval, when he was not obliged to talk 
to the company, and this with much more 
indifference and leſs: concern than a * 

Y 
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boy repeats his taſk; and when taxed by 
any Engliſh friend for doing it in that man- 
ner, he would gravely affirm, that by re- 
peating barely the ſet words of his Office, 
he complied with the precept of the Church, 
which was all he was obliged to do, and 
all he cared for. 


With this worthy Eceleſiaſtic we waited 
upon his Royal Highneſs the Archbiſhop, 
a natural brother to the King, who receiv- 
ed us very graciouſly, ſhewed us his libra- 
ry, and a pretty large collection of Roman 
medals, which, we may indeed ſay, we had 
feen at the Conſul's before; for as the 


Archbiſhop had remitted them from time 


to time to the Conſul to derypher and ex- 
plain for him, the Conſul had copied them 
all upon a compoſition of his own prepar- 
ing. We found in the library no books 
worth reading but the Encyclopaedia ; but 
it was the caſtrated edition. There was 
there likewiſe a crucifix with the figure of 
our Saviour, not much ſmaller than the life, 
cut in ivory, and, as was aſſerted, all made 
of one tooth of an elephant. 


After paying our court to this Prince of 
the Church, we returned to the Canon's to 
ſupper, where every thing was fet out in 


profuſion; and, what moſt ſurpriſed us, a 


very 
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very fine young woman graced the head of 
the table, her name was Donna Maria 
Thereſa. She is of my on making, Gen- 
tlemen, (ſaid the honeſt Canon) what is 
your opinion of her? We could not refrain 
paying compliments on the appearance of 
a perſon who ſeemed ſo richly to deſerve 
them. It is true I was never married, (ſaid 
the good old fellow, laughing) becauſe I 
durſt not, or if I had, I ſhould have loſt a 
ſubſtantial benefice, ſed Homo ſum, et nihil 
humani 8 me alienum puto; I am obliged to 
call her my niece here, among theſe hypo- 
critical people, and ſhe has four brothers, 
all ſtout young fellows, three of them are 
now abroad ſerying their King and coun- - 
try, and I intend renouncing my ſtall in 
favor of the fourth Here the Conſul ob- 
ſerved to the Canon, that he was perſuaded 
he had no occaſion to apologize to the com- 
pany preſent, ſor producing creditable and 
uſeful fubjects to the ſtate, which was, he 
thought, the duty of every good citizen, 
notwithſtanding the newly invented Eccle- 
ſiaſtical rules to the contrary—Ah, the 
madmen i {exclaimed the Canon) Ah, the 
madmen of the Council of Trent! when 
our worthy Archbiſhop Don Bartholomew 
dos Martyres inſiſted, at the time they were 
about making the decrees for the celibacy 

Vor. I. Uu of 
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of the Prieſts, that leave ſhould be granted 
for the Clergy of his dioceſe to marry, and 
it was refuſed: I call God to witneſs, re- 
verend brethren, (ſaid that reſpectable 
Prelate in full Council) that You, and not 
I, ſhall be anſwerable henceforward, for 
that long liſt of procured abortions, of in- 
fanticides, and other abominable crimes, 
which celibacy wilt be the dreadful cauſe 
of, among the Eccleſiaſtics of my dioceſe ; 
and you are laying a burden on our ſhould- 
ers, which neither we nor our fathers have 
been able to bear.—Lord Freeman looked 
at the Conſul, and ſaid in Engliſh, that he 
had never heard a Churchman in the coun- 
try utter ſo much ſterling good ſenſe be- 
fore !—I was a man, my Lord, (ſaid the 
Canon) before I was a Prieſt, and, I inſiſt 
on it, that every duty and obſervance im- 
poſed on us as churchmen, but incompa- 
tible with our characters as men, is a grie- 
vance and an abſurdity, and, I thank God 
for it, without any foundation and autho- 
rity, either in the Scripture or Tradition. I 
will freely confeſs one thing more to you, 
Gentlemen, (continued this ſenſible Prieſt) 
before I was a father, I was neither ſo good 
a man nor ſo good a ſubject as I have been 
ſince; I neither loved ſociety fo well, nor 
took ſuch a lively intereſt in its-happineſs ; 

| I was 
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Il was a poor ſolitary inſulated being, and 
I find- myſelf become much more humane, 
ſympathizing and compaſiionate, ſince I 
have felt the ſweet overflowings of pater- 
nal affection, ſo delightfully employed i in 
the education of my boys, and in teaching 
the girl before you, the true principles of 
a moral agent; being thoroughly convinced, 
that the ruinous practice of educating wo- 
men in this country in idleneſs and ig- 
norance, leaves them an eaſy prey to tlie 
firſt paſſion that aſſails them, unprovided 
as they are, with any rational principle, 
which might ſerve either to repreſs its vio- 
lence, or to direct its courſe; and what adds 
to my ſatisfaction is, to find by the uſe my 
children have made of my inſtructions, that 
they have neither been miſemployed nor 
thrown away. 


By this time the young lady was in tears, 
and the Conſul, who had known her from - 
infancy, aſked her in his familiar way, what 
was the matter ? She anſwered him, ſobbing, 
* that ſhe conſidered herſelf as the moſt. 
fortunate, and at the ſame time the moſt © 
ill-fated of her ſex; that it was impoſſible 
for any heart to be more thoroughly im- 
preſſed than her's was, with a ſenſe of the 
infinite obligations ſhe owed her father, for 
Uu 2 the 


"x9 
i 


—_ —— ——— —— 
T—-. : - 7 


340 SKETCHES Or 


the pains and expence he had been at in 
giving her an education beyond what afiy 
woman there could boaſt of or enjoyed ; 
but, oh! Sir, (added ſhe) excluſive of the 
conſideration, that on account of his Eecle- 
ſlaſtical character, all my hopes of any fu- 
ture eſtabliſhment in life, accofding to the 
prejudices of this country, are entirely eut 
off, it grieves me to the ſoul, whenever 1 
recollect that I cannot, dare not declare 
publicly to the whole world, that he is my 
father, that I cannot boaſt of it, and ſay, 
how much I love and advre the goodtieſs 
and generoſity of the man; and that 
all thoſe various and ſtrong ſenſations of 
filial gratitude, attachment and reſpett, 


with which I feel my heart daily more and 


more inflamed; muſt be for ever ſtifled and 
ſuppreſſed.“ 


I looked about, and ſaw the tear of pa- 
ternal affection ſwelling in the old man's 
eye, and I could with the utmoſt difficulty 
reſtraiti my own, It was a ſcene truly af- 
ſecting; I loved it; and at the ſame time 
wiſhed to get out of it. The Conſul made 
a motion to go to reſt, and we all ſupport- 
ed him. Good night. 


LE T- 
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ET 


Liſbon, 1779. 


DrAR BAOTrH R, 


I write part of this in the barge coming 
down the river, and ſhall finiſh it on out ar- 
rival in the capital. Lord Freeman is here 
faſt aſleep, in his cloak, being monſtrouſly 
fatigued by the violence of our journey from 
Porto to Santarem, where we embarked and 
are now going finely down, with a favour- 
ble wind, upon the boſom of the golden 
Tagus, whoſe beautiful meanders, ſome- 
times running near the hills—ſometimes 
launching out in another direction, among 
the extenſive and fertile plains, form a va- 
riegated ſcene of fields, of trees of olive, 
orange groves, and villages, thickly ſtrewed 
upon its banks. I with my companion were 

awake to ſee it; but I know he wants reſt 
ſo much that I have not courage to diſ- 
turb him; In the mean time, 1 ſhall conti- 
nue the account of our journey and adven- 
tures to the moment of our embarkation. 


„never 


—_— — — — = 
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* I never in my life was preſent at ſuch 
another ſcene!” ſaid Lord Freeman to the 
Conſul, as we were travelling the next 
morning on the high road from Braga to 
Guimaraens, an inland town, three leagues 
farther off, which his Lordſhip had inſiſted 
upon viſiting, merely becauſe it had been 
the origin and firſt ſeat of Portugueſe Roy- 
alty, where their firſt King Don Afﬀongo 
Henriques was born on the 25th of July, 
1109, although the Conſul had aſſured us, 
there was otherwiſe nothing to be ſeen 
worth the journey. 


But Lord Freeman's exclamation was at 
that time entirely thrown away upon the 
Conſul ; neither would the diſcharging of 
a twenty-four pounder have been ſufficient 
to awake his attention ! the whole force of 
the Conſul's imagination, all his thinking 
powers and faculties were employed, by 
means of a bit of paper and a black lead 
pencil he held in his hands, (having drop- 

the bridle on the neck of the mule on 
which he rode) upon a propoſition he had 
accidentally ſtarted the morning of the day 
before we had left Porto, and which net- 
ther he himſelf, nor his good friend, a 
Sootch phyſician he conſulted with on ſuch 
occaſions, had been yet able to reſolve. 


It 
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It ſeems, on the above morning, the Con- 
ful, in the courſe of his mathematical ſtu- 
dies, which generally employed that time 
of his day, on calculating the area of an 
Ellipſe, had immediately after, by two 
accidental ſweeps of his bow compaſſes, 
formed on one ſide of the ſame Ellipſis, 
with a part of its periphery, a ſort of ſca- 
lene ſpherical triangle ; and it now ſtruck 
him, that he muſt alſo know the exact ſu- 
perficial contents of that triangle, ſo that 
by ſubtracting them from thoſe of the 
whole area, he might know the remainder ! 
and he was not fatisfied with doing this by 
any of the lame approximating methods, 
but his point was to find out a general for- 
mula for all ſimilar caſes, ſuſceptible of 
the moſt rigorous mathematical demonſtra- 
tion, for he was a ſound Geometer, and 
nothing ſhort of palpable truth would ſa- 
tisfy him. 


It is very probable, the Conſul's reverie 
would have laſted till we had finiſhed our 
ride, had it not been that, wiſhing to give 
his own horſes fome reſt, he had left them 
at Braga, and hired a common mule there 
for this jaunt; and, as all theſe road beaſts 
are foundered, or apt to ſtumble, unleſs 
_— . hand held upon 


them, 
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] never in my life was preſent at ſuch 
another ſcene!” ſaid Lord Freeman to the 
Conſul, as we were travelling the next 
morning on the high road from Braga to 
Guimaraens, an inland town, three leagues 
farther off, which his Lordſhip had inſiſted 
upon viſiting, merely becauſe it had been 
the origin and firſt ſeat of Portugueſe Roy- 
alty, where their firſt King Don Afﬀongo 
Henriques was born on the 25th of July, 
1109, although the Conſul had aſſured us, 
there was otherwiſe nothing to be ſeen 
worth the journey. 


But Lord Freeman's exclamation was at 
that time entirely thrown away upon the 
Conſul ; neither would the diſcharging of 
a twenty-four pounder have been ſufficient 
to awake his attention ! the whole force of 
the Conſul's imagination, all his thinking 
powers and faculties were employed, by 
means of a bit of paper and a black lead 
pencil he held in his hands, (having drop- 
ped the bridle on the neck of the mule on 
which he rode) upon a propoſition he had 
accidentally ſtarted the morning of the day 
before we had left Porto, and which nei- 
ther he himſelf, nor his good friend, a 
Saotch phyſician he conſulted with on ſuch 
occaſions, had been yet able to reſolve. 


It 
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It ſeems, on the above morning, the Con- 
ful, in the courſe of his mathematical ſtu- 
dies, which generally employed that time 
of his day, on calculating the area of an 
Ellipſe, had immediately after, by two 
accidental ſweeps of his bow compaſles, 
formed on one ſide of the ſame Ellipſis, 
with a part of its periphery, a ſort of ſca- 
lene ſpherical triangle ; and it now ſtruck 
him, that he muſt alſo know the exact ſu- 
perficial contents of that triangle, ſo that 
by ſubtracting them from thoſe of the 
whole area, he might know the remainder ! 
and he was not ſatisfied with doing this by 
any of the lame approximating methods, 
but his point was to find out a general for- 
mula for all ſimilar caſes, ſuſceptible of 
the moſt rigorous mathematical demonſtra- 
tion, for he was a ſound Geometer, and 
nothing ſhort of palpable truth would ſa- 
tizfy him. 


It is very probable, the Conſul's reverie 
would have laſted till we had finiſhed our 
ride, had it not been that, wiſhing to give 
his own horſes ſome reſt, he had left them 
at Braga, and hired a common mule there 
for this jaunt; and, as all theſe road beaſts 
are foundered, or apt to ſtumble, unleſs 


there 1s a ſtrong _ hand held upon 
them, 
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them, ſo the poor animal the Conſul was 
aſtride upon, finding its head at more li- 
berty than uſual, tripped and came down 
with its noſe in the earth, before the Con- 
ſul had been above fifteen minutes ad- 
vanced in his diſquifition, throwing him 
with a conſiderable elaſtic force over its 
ears, and then lying down compoſedly on 
its ſide to reſt, till its rider ſhould recover 
himſelf. | 


Neither Lord Freeman nor myſelf had 
ſtrength to call to the ſervants, nor even 
almoſt to keep our ſaddles, we were ſeized 
with ſuch a fit of laughing, on ſeeing the 
ridiculous figure of the mule lying very 
quiet, and the Conſul near two paces on 
the road before it upon his face, and ſtill 
in his reverie, till two ſervants who had 
alighted, ran up, and ſeizing him ynder 
the arms, raiſed him, and ſet him on his 
legs. 


„ Damn it all, (ſaid the Conſul, as he 
turned about, and looking at the mule, 
with his hands and the tip of his noſe black 
with mud) I believe my villainous Rozi- 
nante has thrown me.” This exclamation 
only ſerved to increaſe our laughter, in 
which the Conſul himſelf moſt heartily 
Joined us. 


When 
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When the ſervants had rubbed the thick- 
eſt of the mud from the Conſul's cloaths, 
and he was ſenſible, after feeling all his 
own members one after another, that he had 
received no manner of hurt, and they had 
rouſed the foundered animal, which was 
ſtill taking its repoſe, the Conſul mount- 
ed again, reſolved to keep a better hold 
of the reins, and we ccntinued our ride, 
making our remarks and laughing heartily 
at the incident, after which Lord Freeman 
again began; © Conſul, I never in my life 
was preſent at ſuch another ſcene as that 
of laſt night, between the old Canon and 
his daughter, and I find it difficult to ſay, 
whether I love and reſpect the old man or 
the young girl moſt.” 


The Conſul had now recollection enough 
to inform us, that the Canon's daughter 
was one of the moſt ſenſible women he 
had met with any where, that through his 
means ſhe underſtood Engliſh, and had read 
many Engliſh books, her father would 
not have ſuffered her to read, had he 
known it ; that, though otherwiſe a man 
of ſound ſenſe, in point of religion, his 
head was now ſo bewildered and ſtuffed 
with dreams of ſaints, miracles and hocus- 
pocuſſes, there was no talking with him 

Vol. I. XxX on 
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on it; that, in fact, it would be a morti- 
fication, to which; the natural pride and 
vanity of a man near ſeventy would never 
ſubmit; to be told, that he had been play- 

ing the fool ſo egregiouſly through hfe; 
and, it would be now a ptece of cruelty, 
to attempt to undeceive him; that, in eve- 
ry thing elſe, where education and exam- 
ple Had not jointly conſpired to blind him, 
he was a man of a clear unbiaſed judgment, 

and it was among this middling claſs of 
people, or rather below them, that the 
Conſul aſſured us we would find more good 
ſenſe ſtirring in one day, than among all 


the dunces of Fidalgos i in the courſe of their 
nves- 


As we rode on, the Conſul defired us to 
take'notice of that part of the country ive 
were then in, called the diftrict of Pedral- 
va, and ſaid it had been the birth-place of 
Pope Damaſus the Firſt, who ſat in St. 
Peter's Chair, in the time of the Emperor 
Julian. 8 


According to the Conſul's information, 
we faw nothing at Guimaraens worth the 
trouble of ſuch a ride, -and as we were re- 
turning to Braga, and deſcending the high! 
mountain above it, called the Falperra, 
from whence we had a noble view of the 
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city, with 4 beautiful country round it, the 
Conſul obſerved what a different degree of 
Population there was in it now, from what 
it muſt have contained, when it was the ca- 
pital of the Kings of the Sue vi, who had 
been long ſo powerſul, and commanded a 
very extenſive territory in that part of 
Spain; that then, and a long time after, 
even to near the total expulſion of the 

Moors, there were armies muſtered and 
acting in each province, equal to the whole 
number the united kingdom of Spain is 
now able to aſſemble; and that the blood 
ſhrinks back with hortor, when a man re- 
flects on the long continued ruin and de- 
ſtruction, which the conſervation of the pre- 
tended purity of the faith, has brought 
upon this fine peninſula. | 


On our arrival at Braga, the Conſul 
found -a letter for him from Porto, en- 
cloſing one for Lord Freeman from his truſ- 
ty ſervant Timothy Cock ſpur at Liſbon, ad- 
vifing him of his Miſtreſs Donna Lucretia 
heing juſt landed- from England, and de- 
firing him to ſet off immediately, for that 
he had learned, even before her arrival, ar- 
ticles of marriage were agreeing on, be- 

teen her father and a rich Brazil mer- 
| X EY <5 chant, 
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chant, whom he intends ſhe ſhall marry 
very ſoon after. 


Spurred by this intelligence, Lord Free- 
man was for ſetting out for Porto the ſame 
evening, though it was then late ; we were 
on the road however next morning early, 
and arrived at Porto pretty well fatigued to 
dinner, after riding eight long leagues, 


During the journey, the Conſul told us, 
as that was to be the laſt night of his en- 
Joying our company, he would invite ſome 
of our friends to ſup with us at his houſe, 
and drink a glaſs to our good journey, and 
this he did, by ſending cards as ſoon as he 
reached his own houſe; at dinner it was 
agreed, after ſome entreaty, to make Lord 
Freeman conſent, that John Carlos ſhould 
remain a fortnight longer at the Conſul's, 
or till he ſhould hear from us at Liſbon, to 
avail himſelf of the Library, out of which 
he had ſcarce ever ſet his foot, ſince his 
firſt arrival at Porto, except to take ſome 
reſt. As ſoon as dinner was over, we re- 
tired to ſleep the ſeſta, for we were really 
fatigued, and the Conſul went to his apart- 
ment for the ſame purpoſe, but unfortu- 
nately happened to caſt his eye upon a ta- 
ble, whereon lay the paper with his deſign 
of i, the ellipſe and the ſpherical triangle ; 

immediately 
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immediately every other idea abandoned 
him, and all his anxiety and obſtinacy 
to find the ſolution were again awaked 
he therefore put the paper in his pocket, 
and without ſaying a word to any one, 
went to his friend the Scotch phyſician, 
and as this Gentleman was apt to be choleric, 
it frequently happened, that the ſolution of 
ſome propoſitions was not concluded with- 
out high words between them, and on two 
occaſions, a ſhort time before this, the two 
mathematicians were upon the point of 
coming to fiſty cuffs, ſo difficult is it for 
diſputants to keep their tempers even upon 
the cooleſt ſubjects, and ſuch as admit of 
hardly any room for altercation ! for this 
reaſon the phyſician's lady often declared, 
ſhe never wiſhed to ſee the Conſul within 
her threſhold, as ſhe knew he would take 
up the Doctor's entire time and attention, 
though fifty patients were to ſend for him; 
and, on the preſent occaſion, it was not 
before nine o'clock in the evening, that, 
by repeated meſſages, ſhe could bring the 
Doctor down to the tea-table; the Conſul 
returning at that time, with his head full 
of the analytical calculations they had been 
making, to his own houſe, where he found 
the company aſſembled for ſupper, of 
whom he had not the ſmalleſt recollection, 


from 
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| from the time he ſent the cards, till he 
met them there, waiting his arrival, 


' He was however relieved from the di- 
lemma his abſence of mind had brought 
im into; for one of the gueſts who acci- 

dentally called on him in the afternoon, 
and found no orders had been given, ei- 
ther to his boy or the beldam, informed 
the Conſul's ſiſter, a reſpectable lady mar- 
ried in the city, who, gueſſing rightly the 
cauſe, gave her orders ſo well in time, 
and ſent ſervants and every thing neceſſa- 
ry from her own houſe, that the Conſul, 
when he came in, ſaw an elegant ſupper 
ſet before his gueſts, without having order- 
ed it, and without knowing ot even en- 
quiring from whence it came ; and this cir- 
rumſtance, with the incident of the Con- 
ſul's tumble on the journey, joined to his 


own chearful and facetious manner of 


keeping up the joke, furniſhed a 1 ſhare 
of entertainment to the gueſts. | 


The next morning the Conſul, accompa - 
18 fied us to a Nobleman's houſe upon the 
| __ Fad, about five leagues diſtant from the 
city, Whither he had ſent word beforehan:1, 
wo ſhould come to dinner. We according- 
ly arrived about - mid-day almoſt ſtifled 
with the heat; the — was then at the 

pr Chapel 
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Chapel at Maſs, and we had time to dreſs 
before they appeared. Dinner was ſerved, 
and two young Ladies ſat at the head of 
the table, wrapped up in baize cloaks, from 
the ſhoulders downward, they made a faint 
apology for not being dreſſed, but the Con- 
ful, in his familiar way, told them, he 
thought ladies appeared always beft undreſſ- 
ed; however, the gentlemen, to the number 
of a dozen, appeared all in tlie ſame manner, 


with ſhabby cloaks over tbeir waiſtcoats, 
which were without ſleeves. The young . 
ones, who wore their own hair, had it. quite 
uncombed ;. and the others, who had their 


heads ſhaved, had them covered with night- 
caps, for the ſake of being cool, neither 
had any. of their heards been ſhaved for 


ſome days. The decenteſt looking perſons 


at the table were three Capuchin Fryars, 
who had on new habits, the coarfe cloth 


whereof ſtunk ſo abominably of the oil, 


that we were near being ſuffocated, ſo 
that this company of Fidalgos had much 
more the appearance of fo many journey- 


men butchers and tallow-chandlers, than 


of Gentlemen, and yet it was a pleafure to 
hear how the word Excellencia was bandied 
about from one to another of all thefe 
_ dirty+locking fellows. They condeſcended, 
however, to give Eord Freeman the title of 

Senhoria 
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Senhoria or Lordſhip; as for myſelf and 
the Conſul, who laughed heartily at them 
all, even to their faces, we had only the 
ſimple Voſſa Merce, the merces veſtra of the 
Latins, anſwering to, your courteſy, in 
Engliſh. The converſation turned chiefly 
upon horſes, bull-feaſts, and the Chapters 
on the different Orders of Religious. 


We nere as anxious to leave this ſhabby 
company, as we were heartily ſorry to part 
with our excellent friend the Conſul. Lord 
Freeman told him, if that was a company 
of Portugueſe Nobility, he did not feel the 
ſmalleſt inclination ever to be in ſuch ano- 
ther. The Conſul ſaid, it was not the ſtile 
here, for people of faſhion to dreſs,” till af- 
ter they had ſlept their ſeſta. After two or 
three hearty embraces, we parted with the 
Conſul, telling him, how much we ſhould 
regret the loſs of his company, which in- 
deed we have done moſt ſenſibly already. 


We continued our journey near five 
leagues more on the road to Coimbra, when- 
our horſes could go no farther, and Lord 
Freeman was at the ſame time dying with 
impatience to get on; but we had no means 
of doing ſo, but by adopting the ſame me- 
thod of travelling I had already done when 
put to it, in ſome parts of the South of 

France, 
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France, courir la poſte aux anes, * but I little 
expected to find the ſame thing in this 
country. In all the towns and villages on 
the road between Porto and Santarem, where 
we embarked, there are miſerable little 
alles conſtantly to be hired, which howe- 
ver run with you like lightning to the next 
town, and were you to beat them to death, 
would not go a ſtep farther, but there 
again you always find freſh ones ready to 
take you up; this mode of travelling is at 
the rate of only two-pence each Portugueſe 
league, or not quite three farthings per Eng- 
liſh mile, we therefore left our ſervants to 
bring on the horſes when able, and took to 
the poſte aux anes, which brought us to 
Coimbra next day to dinner, but we had 
neither ſervants with us, nor could we find 
any thing to eat in the Inn we went to; 
- Which was in the middle of a large ſtreet 
compoſed entirely of Convents, called the 
ſtreet of St. Sophia, in which alone there 
ſtood large Churches and Convents to the 
amount of fifteen. We agreed in the 
mean time with a Calaſh driver, who was 
to carry us as far as Santarem; but we 
were periſhing with hunger, when we 
were accoſted by a tall thin-looking man, 


* To ride poſt upon aſſes. 
Vor. I. Yy an 
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an Officer, who told us, that underſtand- 
ing we were Engliſhmen, and knowing 
we would find nothing we could eat in 
the Inn, and as he and his wife were juſt 
then ſitting down to a tolerable dinner, he 
begged we would honor him with our 
company to take a ſhare of it; we readi- 
ly accepted his offer, and went to table ; 
we ſaw at once the Lady was not a na- 
tive, from her dreſs, her eyes, clear com- 
plexion, and fine fair hair; and in this we 
were confirmed as ſoon as ſhe ſpoke, which 
was in French, but with a ſtrong German 
accent, not eaſy to be underſtood ; when 
Lord Freeman enquired, if ſhe ſpoke Eng- 
lith, or the language of the country ? She 
anſwered in the negative; She ſuis alle- 
mande et nee ſaxonne Miſhe, * (ſaid ſhe) 

et 


The French, as in the text, is written according to 
the German pronunciation; we ſhall here ſubjoin the 
true orthography, with the Engliſh tranſlation annexed. 


Je ſuis Allemande et née Saxonne Monſieur, et pour 
mes peches, Dieu m' a envoye dans ce mauvais pays; 
un vieux Chanoine de Brague et les Pretres de la 
Ville ou notre Regiment ſe trouve en Quartier, nous 
avaient perſuades, que Je gagnerois une belle penſion 
fi Je me faiſais catholique, comme il eſt actuellement 
la mode a Liſbonne ; auſſi J y ai ets et Þ ai pris la 
Reine pour Marraine, mais Je n' ai rien obteniie, et ce 
na etE qu avec beaucoup de Peine, que mon Mari a 


pa 
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et pour mes peches Tieu m' a enfoyè tans 
ce maufais pays; un fieux Chanoine de 
Prague et les Pretres de la Fille ou notre 
Reſhiment ſe troufe en Quartier, nous 
afaient perſuates que ſhe cagnerois une 
pelle penſion ſi ſhe me faiſais Ketelique, 
comme il eſt actuellement la mode a Liſ- 
ponne; auſh ſh' y at ets, et ſh' ai pris la 
Reine pour Marraine, mais ſhe n' ai rien 
optenũe, et ce n' a ete qu' afec peaucoup 
te peine que mon Mari a pi! afoir Þ ortre 
pour toucher les appointemens tes teux 
mois qu” il eſt hors tu Reſhiment. 
What a fine boy you have got there, Ma- 
dam? ſaid Lord Freeman. Ah, Miſhe, “ 


pd avoir l'ordre pour - roucher les appointemens * 
deux mois qu' il eſt hors du Regiment. 

I am a German, Sir, and by birth a Saxon, and it is 
for my ſins that God has ſent me into this bad country ; 
an old Canon of Braga and the Prieſts of the town 
where our Regiment is quartered, perſuaded us, that J 
would get a handſome penſion, if I was to turn Catho- 
lic, as is at preſent the faſhion at Liſbon ; accordingly 
I went there, and took the Queen for my Godmother, 
but I have got nothing, and it was even with great dif- 
ficulty that my huſbhand could get the order for reeciv- 
ing his appointments of the two months he has been 
abſent from the Regiment. 


Ah, Monſieur! e eſt qu' il ètait fait en Allemagne; 
quel age croyez vous qu il peut avoir? 


Oh, Sir! the caſe is, that he was got in Germany : 
How old do you think he may be? 
Yy 2 (ſaid 
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(faid ſhe) c' eſt qu' il a eté fait en Alle- 
magne. Quel age croyez vous qu' il peut 
afoir ? About four years old, or between 
four and five, ſaid his Lordſhip. Il n' a qu” 
un an * et tix Mois, cried the Lady. I in 
my life never ſaw lo fine a child of his age, 
ſaid Lord Freeman. Ah, Mithe, + (conti- 
nued the Lady) fi vous n'etes pas marie 
n' allez pas epouſer une femme Portucaiſe 
car elles ſont toutes des trolleſſes, elles ne 
ſont pas ponnes pour faire des enfans mais 
ſeulement pour la callanterie, n' èpouſcæ, 
Miche, qu' une Allemante, ou plen une 
Anclaiſe.—By the converſation, we found 
the Lady was much diſappointed and diſ- 
ſatisfied with her ſituation ; her huſband 
was a native of Portugal, but had ſerved 
ſome time in Germany, where he married ; 


* IlIwaqu un an et dix mois. 

He is but a year and ten months old. 

+ Ah, Monſieur! ſi vous n' etes pas marie, n- allez 

pas epouſer une Portugaiſe, car elles ſont toutes 
des drolleſſes, elles ne font pas bonnes pour faire 
des enfans, mais ſenlement pour la gallanterie; n' 
epouſez Monſieur qu' une Allemande, ou bien une 
Anglaiſe. 
Oh, Sir! if you are unmarried, do not marry a Por- 
tugueſe wiſe, for they are all no better than wenches ; 
they are not good for having children, and are only fit 
for gallantry ; do not marry, Sir, any one but a Ger- 
man, or an Engliſhwoman. 


and, 
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and, as the common opinion there 1s, that 
Portugal is like one continued mine of 
gold, ſo the poor woman was ſadly de- 
ceived on coming here, to find the Cap- 
tain's Lady was to live on ſuch a pittance ; 
and now more ſo, to find, that even her 
being whitewaſhed, had not availed her a 
ſingle favor or douceur, at the ſame time 
ſhe had ſeen ſeveral worthleſs characters in 
Liſbon paid and penſioned for becoming 
Catholics ; but the truth was, the pious 
Queen is now tired of paying knaves for 
being ſo, and has wiſely diſcovered, all the 
money ſhe has laviſhed in making proſe- 
lytes, has been thrown away. 


On getting into our Calaſh at the door of 
the Inn, Lord Freeman flipt a purſe into 
the pocket of the German boy, worth four 
times the two months pay his poor father 
had found ſuch difficulty in obtaining. 
We ſet off, but before we had reached the 
firſt village, Lord Freeman, impatient to 
get on, could not bear the ſlow motion 
of the Calaſh, we therefore paid it off, 
and took again to the poſt aux anes, which 
brought us the next day to Santarem, 
where we found the faithful Timothy 
Cockſpur, as hot, and to all appearance as 
honeſt a countryman as 1 have met with, 

waiting 


258 $KETCHES or, &e. 


waiting for us, with a ſix-oar'd barge, and 
embarking in it, we arrived without any 
accident at the apartments which have 


been provided for us here, 


I ſhall not write you again till I have 
ſeen ſomewhat of this city, which appears 
to be of a vaſt extent. Adieu. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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